Draft, as per May 20

     The Royal Norwegian Embassy, Washington, D.C.

                                                       invites for enhanced 


 
       Collaboration between Norway and the

                     World Bank Group    
                 The Third Workshop Dialogue - regarding procurement, tenders, trust funds, consulting, education, research and technology related activities

                          Washington D.C., May 26-27, 2005 

Venue:  The World Bank, 1818 H Street, N.W.

 Main Meeting Room, MC 13-121

The Royal Norwegian Embassy, Washington, D.C.
gratefully acknowledges the following contributing co-organizers and seminar hosts: 

The World Bank Group

International Finance Corporation, IFC 

Nordic-Baltic Office at the World Bank

Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Royal Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research

Royal Norwegian Ministry of Trade and Industry

Innovation Norway

With technical contributions from the IADB Group

Background and Purpose

Over a number of years, Norway has been a relatively significant initiator of, and financial contributor to many of the World Bank Group’s programs and projects requiring expertise in research and technology, as well as education, particularly in the context of the WBG’s many Trust Funds. By convening this third workshop dialogue with the WBG, the Norwegian Embassy in Washington, D.C. wishes to further pursue the following objectives having guided the first successful dialogues in 2003 and 2004:

· to provide better information to relevant Norwegian individuals, institutes, research and consultant companies about the WBG’s lending instruments, how the WBG interacts with governments and with the research community

· to provide updated information about the WBG’s policies and activities regarding procurement and tenders

· to present and discuss relevant business opportunities for the Norwegian participants

· to offer better information to relevant departments/sections/desks in the WBG and relevant Norwegian research and technology expertise as well as educational competence which might play an enhanced future role in a variety of pertinent WBG activities

· to promote better mutual understanding and familiarity between relevant stakeholders in Norway and within the WBG.

Program, Thursday May 26, 8:45 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

08:15 am
Registration

Coffee, tea, fruit, pastries -- Adjacent to room MC 13-121

09:00 am
Opening Plenary Session 1:   Room MC 13-121

Central factor regarding current and future relations between WBG and Norway

Welcome remarks and Session Moderator: Svein Aass, Alternate Executive Director, The World Bank, (confirmed)
Opening remarks:  Knut Vollebaek, Norway’s Ambassador to the U.S., Forum Chair (confirmed) 

Speakers: 

· Sylvi Graham, Deputy Minister, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (confirmed)
· Ian Johnson, Vice President & Head of Network Environmentally 
and Socially Sustainable Development, World Bank. (confirmed)
· Jill Armstrong, Country Program Coordinator for Sudan, World Bank. Briefing on the multi-donor Trust Funds for North and South Sudan. (tbc)
Q & A

09:45am
Special plenary session organized together with the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

rOOM  MC 13-121

How best to approach the World bank  - advice and guidance to Norwegian consultants

Moderator:   Erik Stroemsoe, Senior Advisor, The Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) (confirmed)
Introductory Speakers:

· Inga Magistad, Special Adviser, The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (confirmed)
· Jan Arne Munkeby, Assistant Director, Environment, Infrastructure, Business Development and Trade, Norad. (confirmed)
· Yves de Rosee, Senior Project Officer, IFC Trust Funds, “Attaining stronger Norwegian Private Sector Involvement” (confirmed)
· Nils Fostvedt, Senior Adviser to DGO, Operations Evaluation, World Bank, “Case: NORAD/OED Trust Fund for Evaluation Activities” (confirmed)
Q & A

11:00am
Coffee Break

11:30 am
Continuation:
Special plenary session organized together with Norad and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs :  How best to approach the World Bank  - advice and guidance to Norwegian consultants

Room MC 13-121

Commentaries: “Lessons Learnt from Offering First-Hand Knowledge and Professional Services to the World Bank”:
· Michael Angstreich, Program Director, Norwegian Agricultural Research International, NARI, Norway. “Persistent Organic Pollutants and the WB/GEF process” (confirmed)
· Orlando San Martin, Divison Manager, Power and Renewable Energy Division, Norplan AS, Norway (confirmed)
· Harsha Ratnaweera, Director of International Projects, Norwegian Institute for Water Research, NIVA, experience from working with the World Bank in the area of Water Resources Management (confirmed)
Informal remarks from a Norwegian Young Professional about his experience from working in the World Bank

· Ole Andreassen, Young Professional in the World Bank OPD/TFIA (confirmed)
Q & A



12:30 p.m.
 Lunch in the WB Cafeteria,  ( individual payments)

02:00 p.m.
Parallel Group 1:  Health, HIV/AIDS, Vulnerable Groups

                                                                          Room MC 13-415
Topics to be covered: 

· Health, HIV/AIDS, vaccines, reproductive health

· Health, health system, and social issues related to poverty reduction

· Development modalities and harmonization including SWAPs and sector reforms

· The role of civil society and the private sector in the delivery of health and social services

· Vulnerable groups – children, disabled, indigenous people

· New Strategic Direction for the World Bank’s work in Africa - including health, nutrition, and population challenges in Africa with emphasis on HIV/AIDS. Health and social issues related to poverty reduction. Development modalities and harmonization including SWAPs and sector reforms Multisector action to improve outcomes. The role of civil society in the delivery of health and social services. These issues are also key for the Bank's future strategies and directions in order to be able to better contribute to the health Million Development Goals in Africa by 2013.
Moderator:  Frode Davanger,  Operations Officer, ActAfrica, World Bank, with introductory remarks about the “New Strategic Direction for the World Bank’s work in Africa” (confirmed)
· Khama Rogo, Lead Reproductive Health Specialist, The World Bank (confirmed)
· Sigrun Moegedal, Senior Executive Adviser, Global Initiatives, Norad    "Who set priorities and who are accountable in health systems hit by AIDS?" (confirmed)
· Martin Lutalo, Program Analyst, International Finance Corporation Against AIDS,  IFC (confirmed)
· Wolfgang Rennert, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Residency Program Director, Department of Pediatrics, Georgetown University Hospital. "The economics of HIV/AIDS" (confirmed)
Q & A

02:00 p.m.

Parallel Group Session 2: ENERGY, DEVELOPMENT AND CLIMATE 

Room MC 13-121          

Topics to be covered: 

· Energy – water/hydropower based, also other energy forms/carriers, renewables, energy efficiency, environmental and security aspects regarding energy use, oil and gas

· Environmental technologies

· Rural electrification

· GEF activities, distributional effects of environmental measures

· Carbon credits

Moderator: Jarle Haarstad, Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Coordinator, GEF – Global Environmental Facility (confirmed)
Speakers:
· Gunnar S. Eskeland, Research Director, Center for International Climate and Environmental Research (CICERO), Oslo, formerly at DECRG, the World Bank (confirmed)
· Anil Cabraal, EWDEN (The World Bank’s Energy and Water Department), “World Bank Policies and Experiences with Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency, and Rural Energies” (confirmed)
· Gary Stuggins, EWDEN, World Bank, “World Bank Policies and Experiences with Hydro-power Development” (confirmed)
· Trygve Roed Larsen, Special Advisor, International Climate Change Services,  Det Norske Veritas, “CO2 Emission Trading and The World Bank”  (confirmed)
Q&A



02:00 p.m.


Parallel Group Session 3:  Education
Room: MC 13-502

Topics to be covered:

· Presentation of new/updated education sector strategy for, respectively, the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank;

· Progress in mobilizing increased financing for education through the Fast Track Initiative;

· Lessons learned from external assistance to help build institutional capacity in Africa.

Moderator:  

Leif Christoffersen, Fellow NORAGRIC (The Department of International Environment and Development Studies at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences), former World Bank Manager (confirmed)

Speakers:

· Robert S. Prouty , Lead Education Specialist, the World Bank’s Human Development Network Education Hub (HDNED), World Bank “Implications of the New Education Sector Strategy” (confirmed)
· Aimee Verdisco, IADB Education Specialist, “IADB’s New Education Strategy” (confirmed)
· Ruth Haug, Professor and Head of Department of International Environment and Development Studies, NORAGRIC, Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB), “The Role of Higher Education and Capacity Building in Poverty Eradication”  (confirmed)
Q & A

03:45 p.m.
Coffee break

04:15  – 6:00 p.m.


Parallel Group Session 4:  Bio-diversity, Capacity Building
Room MC 13-502
 

Topics to be covered: 

· Forestry, biodiversity, bio-energy, plant protection, plant health

· Capacity building within agriculture and international trading of agricultural products

Moderator: Karl Thunes, Senior Research Officer, representing Norwegian Forest Research Institute  and Norwegian Forestry Group, Norway (confirmed)
Speakers:

· Kevin Cleaver, Director, Agriculture and Rural Development, World Bank  (confirmed)
· May-Guri Saethre, Research Entomologist and International Development Coordinator, Plant Protection Center, Department of Entomology and Nematology, Planteforsk, Norway, “Capacity building within agriculture and international trading of agricultural products”  (confirmed)
· Ricardo Quiroga, Environmental specialist, IADB, IADB’s environmental policy and strategy. (confirmed)
Q&A

04:15 -06:00 p.m.


Parallel Group Session 5:  

Room: MC 13-415
Inter American Development Bank, IADB

Topics to be covered:

· Current Issues at IADB

· New Procurement Policy

· Organizational Structure

Moderator: Mia Harbitz, Social Development Specialist, RE1/S01, Inter American Development Bank, IADB  (confirmed)
Speakers:  

· Isabel Hagbrink, Public Information Officer, Office of External Relations, IADB : General presentation/Overview of IADB (confirmed)
· Christina Wedekull, Counselor, Office of the Executive Director for Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Norway, Spain and Sweden, IADB. Topic: Current Issues at the IADB. (confirmed)
· Rodolfo Hernandez, Chief, Project Procurement Division, IADB, “The New Procurement Policy”. (confirmed)
Q&A



04:15  –06:00 p.m.
Parallel Group Session 6:  

Civil Society and Public-Private Partnerships

Room MC 13-121

International Organizations, such the World Bank, are increasingly promoting co-operation between civil society and government institutions for implementation of social services.

Different types of co-operation have been used, including outsourcing and various forms of public-private partnerships (PPPs). This session will inform about the World Bank and IFC’s policies in this field, and review recent experiences, mainly from the health and education sectors.

Main goals of the session:
Inform relevant Norwegian individuals, World Bank staff, and other interested parties about  (i) WB and IFC policies of co-operation between government and civil society; (ii) successes and challenges encountered in recent programs; (iii) possible roles for international and national civil society organizations in advocacy and delivery of social services.

Moderator:

Bjorn-Harald Nordtveit, Human Development – Africa Region (AFTHD), World Bank, with introductory remarks regarding civil society and current development practice (confirmed)
Speakers:

· Suzanne M. Roddis, Manager, EdInvest, to inform about EdInvest, The Education Investment Information Facility's role in promoting co-operation between the public and the private sectors (confirmed)
· Sigrun Moegedal, Senior Executive Adviser, Global Initiatives, Norad, ”Filling the service provider gap – making a deal with civil society?” (confirmed)
· Steven J. Klees,  Director, International Education Policy Program, University of Maryland, "Advocacy Role of Civil Society" (confirmed)
· Alex Preker, Senior Health Economist, Human Development Department, World Bank, “The World Bank's Public-private partnership work group: World Bank policies and practice for delivery of social services through the use of outsourcing and Public, Private Partnerships” (confirmed)
Q&A



06:00 p.m.
Adjournment



06:15 – 08:30 p.m.
Networking Reception - hosted by Ambassador Knut Vollebaek

Room   Venue:  The World Bank, adjacent to Room MC 13-121




Friday May 27, 09:00 am – 12:30 p.m.

Program continues with a closing luncheon.

09:00 am
Parallel group session 7:  Transport, Mobility, Air Pollution
Room MC 13-415

Topics to be covered:

· Transport, and road infrastructure

· Air quality, air pollution

· Sudan (perhaps also Congo)

· Movement/mobility of refugees
Moderator: Tesfamichael Nahusenay, Deputy Manager, The Sub-Saharan Africa Transport Policy Program (SSATP), World Bank. (confirmed)
Speakers:

· Jitu Shah, Lead Environmental Specialist, World Bank (confirmed)
· Ruth Haug, Professor and Head of Department of International Environment and Development Studies, NORAGRIC, Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB), “Building Sustainable Peace in Sudan by Improving People’s Livelihood” (confirmed)
· Even Kolstad, Norconsult AS, Sandvika,  Norway, also representing Norwegian Transportation Network (NTN), to include presentation of road project from Lokichkia, Kenya, to Juba, South Sudan (confirmed)
· Geir Endregaard, Innovation and Marketing Director, Norwegian Institute for Air Research (NILU), “Critical Success Factors for Air Quality Management” (confirmed)
Q&A



09:00 am
Parallel Group Session 8:  GLOBAL FISHERIES IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WORLD BANK AND NORWAY

Room 13-415

Moderator:  Lidvard Gronnevet, Senior Fisheries Specialist, Environment Department, World Bank (confirmed)
Speakers:

· Marea Hatziolos, Senior Coastal and Marine Specialist, Environment Department, World Bank. “The World Bank’s Environmental Strategy and The Global Program on Fisheries -PROFISH”, (confirmed)
· Erling Bakken, Senior Scientist, Institute of Marine Research, Bergen, Norway. ”Development cooperation in fisheries - The Nansen Program” (confirmed)
· Otto Gregussen, Fisheries Counselor, Norwegian Embassy, Washington, D.C. “The Role of Global Aquaculture in Global Food Supply” (confirmed)
Q & A



09:00 am

11:00 am

11:30 am


Parallel Group Session 9:  

Equity and Efficiency: A new approach for the World Bank?

Room MC 13-121

Topics to be covered: 

· The latest World Development Report, WDR 2006, titled "Equity and Development". It argues that equity is complementary to the pursuit of long-run prosperity and provides guidance for an approach where growth and efficiency are balanced with considerations of equity and distributional impacts of development

· The approved Social Development Strategy for the Bank, which focuses on social inclusion, accountable institutions and cohesive societies

· How does this implicate the way the World Bank works? 

Moderator: Reidar Kvam, Lead Social Scientist, Social Development Department, WBG, in cooperation with Willy Egset, Social Development Specialist, Social Development Department, World Bank
Speakers:
· Biju Rao, Senior Economist, World Bank, and Michael Woolcock, Senior Social Scientist, World Bank. “Aspects of the forthcoming World Development Report 2006” (confirmed)
· Alf Morten Jerve, Acting Director, Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI), Norway. (confirmed)
· Jacqueline Mazza, Senior Social Development Specialist, IADB, “Poverty, Inequality and Exclusion: Trends in Latin America and the Caribbean”  (confirmed)
· Victoria M. Elliott, Manager, Operations Evaluation Department (OED) and Christopher Gerrard, Senior Evaluation Officer, OED. “The World Bank’s Contribution to Poverty Reduction: the 2004 Annual Review of Development Effectiveness” (confirmed)
Q & A

______________________________________________________

Coffee Break
Closing Plenary Session,  Room MC 13-121

Special Session on WBG’s Evaluation Processes and Results – Results Orientation and Harmonization --  including private sector and development effectiveness – implications for Norwegian consultants and other stakeholders

Moderator: 

Inga Magistad, Special Adviser, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (confirmed)
Speakers:

· Susan Stout, Manager, Results Secretariat, Operations Policy and Country Services, World Bank (confirmed)
· Alicia Ritchie, Chief, Social Programs Division 1, IADB, on how the World Bank and IADB are harmonizing and collaborating. (confirmed)
· Nils Fostvedt, Senior Adviser to the Director General, Operations Evaluation, World Bank, (confirmed)
· Geeta Batra, Principal Monitoring and Evaluation Officer in the SME Department, IFC (confirmed)
Q & A

Closing of the 2005 Workshop Dialogue, by

Svein Aass, Alternate Executive Director, The World Bank (confirmed)
12:30 Closing luncheon in the WB Cafeteria ( individual payments)




Individual, bilateral meetings before and after the workshop.

Workshop secretariat at the Norwegian Embassy:

· Jostein Mykletun, Science Counselor, Head of Secretariat, Forum for Research and Technology,  jmy@mfa.no, (202) 944-8928.

· Thomas Mala, Principal Workshop Coordinator / Contact Person, mal@mfa.no, (202)944-8986.

· Anders Skandsen, Hotel Booking, ansk@mfa.no, (202) 944-8985.

· Carina Kjelstad, cakj@mfa.no, (202) 944- 8977

· Even Stormoen, esto@mfa.no
Hotel booking: 

The Embassy has made a block booking a Latham Hotel in Georgetown, at reduced rates.  For further details, please contact Mr. Anders Skandsen, tel.+1 (202) 944- 8985, ansk@mfa.no.

Local resource group:
· Birger Fredriksen

· Astrid Helgeland-Lawson

· Frode Davanger

· Bjorn-Harald Nordtveit

· Ivar Strand

· Ann Ingeborg Hjetland

· Svein Aass

· Jarle Haarstad

· Stein Lundebye

· Nils Fostvedt

· Reidar Kvam

· Leif Christoffersen

· Haakon Nordang

· Lidvard Gronnevet

· Willy Egset

· Mia Harbitz

· Marianne Bergstrom

· Bente Weisser 

__________________________________________________________________________

J. Mykletun, May 20, 2005
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