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In Brief...
Kenyan activist wins Peace Prize
The Norwegian Nobel Committee
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 2004
to Wangari Maathai for her contribution
to sustainable development, democracy
and peace. The prize will be presented to
Maathai in Oslo on December 10.
Wangari Maathai will be the first
woman from Africa to be honored with
the Nobel Peace Prize. She will also be
the first African from the vast area
between South Africa and Egypt to be
awarded the prize.
Kon-Tiki diaries
A new film about Norwegian explorer
Thor Heyerdahl is underway with
Norwegian, British and American backing. The movie is set to have a budget of
approximately USD 57 million and will
begin shooting next year. According to
early reports, the film will focus on the
years just before Heyerdahl set out on
his epic Kon-Tiki expedition in 1947.
WTO commends Norway
A liberal trade regime, sound macroeconomic policies and a good management
of natural resources. Those were among
the positive remarks made about
Norway in a recent trade policy review
by the World Trade Organization
(WTO). Norway was also commended
for its active and constructive role in the
WTO, its fulfilment of WTO obligations
and its efforts to ensure that developing
countries derive greater benefits from
international trade.
Ghost politics
Officials in the Northern Norwegian city
of Tromsø have withdrawn their order
for a local farmer to tear down an old
barn on his property. Neighbors had
complained that the building was a hazard, and the city originally agreed. The
owner, claiming that “underworld creatures” live under the barn, argued he
was afraid to get anywhere near the
building, let alone demolish it.
Surf’s up
The Norwegian rock heroes of Surferosa
have taken to the United States like
tight-wearing fish to water. The band
toured the United States with the Las
Vegas band The Killers in October.
Singer Mariann Thomassen was thrilled
with the amount of positive feedback
from the press and the audiences during
the tour: “After all, we do want world
domination,” she told News of Norway.
“It’s good to see that they like us so
early in the process.”
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Martin Revheim (left) has brought new life to the Norwegian jazz scene and was an integral part in organizing The
Northwest Passage festival. After the Jaga Jazzist concert on November 4 in San Francisco, Revheim quickly realized
that he had brought too few CDs of the band. The albums sold out in less than ten minutes. PHOTO: KRISTOFFER RØNNEBERG

Bringing it home
For three nights in November, Norway left
its mark on San Francisco through a series
of concerts with Norwegian jazz and electronica acts. The event, dubbed The
Northwest Passage, was such a success that
talk is already underway about next year’s
festival.
In House Resolution 57 of the 100th Congress,
author John Conyers, a Representative from
Michigan, states that jazz is a “rare and valuable American treasure... [that] has become a
true international language.”
When Maja Ratkje, Arve Henriksen, Jaga
Jazzist, Supersilent, DJ Strangefruit and Bjørn
Torske wooed San Francisco in November
2004, they proved the Congressman correct.
The first annual festival, entitled The
Northwest Passage, proved, especially during
the concert of the headlining group Jaga
Jazzist, that although the music genre is
American, the language is sufficiently international for a group from Norway to bring it
right back home.
For three nights, six Norwegian acts
played at three very different venues for a
local audience. The packed venues and the
enthusiastic cheers followed by surprisingly
good record sales indicated that the event had
been a great success.
“It was amazing to play for this audience,”
said Jaga Jazzist band leader Lars Horntvedt
following the sold-out event.
“I really felt we connected with people
here today.”
The festival was the brainchild of Simen
Bræin at the Royal Norwegian Consulate in
San Francisco, but he quickly realized that he
needed local help to organize such an event.
“I received enthusiastic support from the

Kongsberg Jazz Festival, San Francisco Jazz
Festival and curator Tom Welsh,” Bræin said.
“Without them, this would never have happened.”
Tom Welsh, who has lived in San
Francisco for a number of years, already knew
that things were moving on the Norwegian
jazz scene when he was contacted in the fall of
2003 to create a festival.
“There is no doubt,” he said, “that Oslo is
one of the most exciting places for jazz right
now. This is the right time to prove that point
to an audience outside Norway.”
Martin Revheim, head of the Kongsberg
Jazz Festival and founder of the hugely popular jazz venue Blå in Oslo, was also happy.
“What can I say? The CDs I brought sold
out in less than ten minutes. My experience
from this festival is that Norwegian jazz is
absolutely attractive in the American market.”
The Northwest Passage Festival – named
for the fact that the route between the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans was discovered by
Norwegian Roald Amundsen — has established strong links between the Norwegian
and American jazz environments, and there
are plans to further these ties.
Next year’s festival will be a part of the
Kongsberg Jazz Festival in July 2005, where a
wide array of American artists and groups will
perform for a Norwegian audience.
There is also work underway to create a
second Northwest Passage festival in the
United States, although no plans have been
made official.
Simen Bræin from the Consulate is optimistic for the coming years.
“The festival has already been established
as a label for spreading music across the
oceans,” he said.

news

Norwegian company
to build WTC museum
Vision alone was good
enough for the Lower
Manhattan
Development
Corporation when it decided
the company that will build
the new museum on Ground
Zero.
The
Norwegian
architechture firm Snøhetta
got the job without presenting so much as a drawing.
The Norwegian architechture firm Snøhetta got the
job without presenting so
much as a drawing.

The Norwegian architecture firm Snøhetta has established itself on the world
stage by securing high-profile assignments such as the new library in the historic city of Alexandria, Egypt (pictured). PHOTO: SNØHETTA

The Norwegian firm beat 60 other architecture offices for the important and prestigious
job of creating a memorial museum at the
highly symbolic site. It is estimated that the
construction will cost around $200 million.
The museum will be built in what is
known as the footsteps of the former World
Trade Center.
The land whwere the Twin Towers stood
until September 11, 2001 has been declared a
protected area, and the museum will be one of
only two buildings placed on the Memorial
site itself. The other building, a theater, will
be designed by the architechts of Gehry
Partners.
“This is unbelieveable,” exclaimed
Snøhetta CEO Ole Gustavsen when the
Norwegian newspaper VG called him with
the good news on October 12.
“This is incredible news and a big boost
for our company,” he continued.
Snøhetta became an internationally
renowned name when the Norwegian-based
company was chosen to build the new library
in Alexandria, Egypt. The firm will also be
responsible for constructing the new opera
building in Oslo.
The task of building the World Trade
Center Museum, one of the most prestigious
architechtural contests in the world this year,
only adds to the company’s reputation.

“We’ll head for New York tomorrow,”
CEO Gustavsen told VG. “We’ll place eight to
ten people on this job immediately.”
Around 50 people, some of them
American, work for the Norwegian company.
The architects have not issued a single
drawing for the competition. The plans and
visions they presented to the Lower
Manhattan Development Group during an
interview in New York was enough to get
them the sought-after job.
A few details seem clear, however: The
building will most likely have eight or nine
floors, and its total size will be close to 25,000
square meters.
In a statement, New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg called the selection of Snøhetta
“another important milestone in the redevelopment of Lower Manhattan.”
Governor George Pataki was no less positive:
“This cultural complex will be sure to
draw millions of New Yorkers and visitors
from around the world,” he said.
“Building a cultural center in the heart of
Lower Manhattan is a key part of rebuilding
downtown and a fitting tribute to all the
heroes we lost. These dynamic architects will
design fitting homes for the world class cultural institutions which will be located at the
World Trade Center site.”

More aid from Norway
In the budget proposal for 2005, the
Norwegian Government has proposed to
increase development assistance by NOK 1.6
billion (USD 228 million). This is the largest
such increase ever. It is proposed that a total of
NOK 16.6 billion (USD 2.37 billion) be allocated for development assistance in 2005.
This brings development assistance funding
up to 0.95 percent of Norway’s gross national
income (GNI) for 2005, an increase from 0.94
per cent in 2004. With the current budget proposal, this Government will have increased

development assistance from NOK 12.3 billion
in 2001 to NOK 16.6 billion (USD 2.37 billion) in 2005. This is an increase of NOK 4.3
billion (USD 614 million), or 35 percent.
The Government’s aim is that at least 40
per cent of Norway’s bilateral assistance
should go to the least developed countries
(LDCs). This target was reached already in
2002,. Approximately NOK 800 million of
the proposed increase in long-term assistance
in 2005 of NOK 1.1 billion (USD 228m) will
go to the LDCs.
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In Brief...
Fishy numbers
Figures from Norwegian Seafood
Export Council (NSEC) show that
exports have increased by USD 200 million to USD 3.4 billion during the first
10 months of the year compared with the
same period last year. Increased exports
of Norwegian salmon, cod, herring and
mackerel have led to the positive development.
Orca safari
A Norwegian company is currently
offering the very fist Norwegian Orca
safari. From October to January you can
now observe the killer whales in the relatively small area of Vestfjord and
Tysfjord as they hunt for herring in the
Norwegian fjords. “You are so close to
them that you can actually hear them
breathing,” said Ola Skjeseth from Team
Orca in Lofoten.
Letter of congratulations
In a letter dated November 4, Norway’s
Prime Minister, Kjell Magne Bondevik,
congratulated President Bush for his reelection. “Together we must promote
democracy, freedom, the rule of law and
human rights,” the Prime Minister
wrote. “We must also make every effort
to combat poverty and honor the commitments set out in the UN Millennium
Declaration.” Mr. Bondevik described
the relationship between Norway and
the United States as “excellent.”
Farewell, Erik Bye
One of Norway’s most beloved public
figures, Erik Bye, died at the age of 78
on October 13 after a long illness. Bye,
born in Brooklyn, studied journalism
and English at the Universities of
Nebraska and Wisconsin. He retained a
fondness for the country of his birth
throughout his life, and often traveled
across the Atlantic to create one of his
hugely popular TV or radio shows.
Yes to the EU?
The latest polls show that Norwegians
are slowly growing fond of the idea of
the nation joining the European Union.
According to a poll conducted by
research company Opinion, a total of 56
percent of Norwegians who have made
up their minds on the subject now favor
Norway’s entry into the union.
Norwegians have twice rejected joining
the EU in referendums, once in 1972
and again in 1994. Both times produced
narrow “no” victories. There are no
plans for a third referendum anytime
soon, although pro-EU politicians bring
the topic up frequently.
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Bendik Rugaas,
Cultural Counselor at
the Royal Norwegian
Embassy. Rugaas is
responsible for coordinating next year’s
events marking the
centennial of Norway’s
peaceful dissolution of
the union with Sweden.
PHOTO: KRISTOFFER
RØNNEBERG

The party of a century
The year 2005 will mark one hundred years
since the union between Norway and
Sweden was peacefully dissolved. For a century Norway has had a voice of its own in
the international community. Naturally, the
year will be celebrated both at home and
abroad. Among the highlights in the U.S.
celebrations are visits by the Norwegian
King and Queen.
By Thomas Mala
Not only are the Royal couple visiting twice,
but the Crown prince and the Crown princess
are also paying the U.S. a visit next year. And
that is just the tip of the iceberg. Throughout
2005 there will be a series of events all over the
country.
So what is going on? Centennial
Coordinator for the U.S., Mr. Bendik Rugaas,
based at the Royal Norwegian Embassy in
Washington D.C., is the man to ask.
“First of all, this marks a great opportunity
for us to show the world what Norway really
stands for,” he says.
“We’re going to use the Centennial
Anniversary to make people more aware of
Norway. With all the different events and the
attention this will create in the U.S. about
Norway and the Centennial Anniversary, we
hope to update Norway’s image.”
Does this mean Norway’s image in the
U.S. is outdated?
“It is still a beautiful face, but we hope to
underline some new features and look at it
from new angles. In addition to Norwegian his-
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tory and heritage, including the three L’s (lutefisk, lusekofte and lefse), we intend to focus on
aspects of Norway of today: contemporary
Norwegian culture and art, developments in the
social and political life, and Norway as an
active player in the international arena,”
Rugaas says.
“To increase the knowledge and show the
diversity of Norway of today we have chosen
to put focus on three themes.”
The first theme is Norway – a partner in
peace and development. Here, the objective is
to show Norway’s participation in international co-operation and its role in peace mediation
and conflict resolution.
The second main theme is Norway – a
nation rich in resources.
Here, the emphasis will be placed on
Norway’s relationship with the natural environment, showing that it utilizes its rich natural
resources in an environmentally sustainable
way and is a reliable energy supplier.
The third theme is Norway – a modern
nation.
The objective here is to focus on Norway’s
position as a modern society based on knowledge and with a rich culture. The aim is to display the diversity, renewal and expertise that
characterize Norway of today.
Mr. Rugaas especially mentions the
Smithsonian Associates as a major partner in
the Centennial program, bringing a cluster of
events focusing on Norwegian music, literature, food, film, architecture, history, exploration and science to various Smithsonian venues in Washington D.C. in the fall of 2005.

Some of the programs will also travel to
Miami, FL Seattle, WA and Grand Forks, ND.
Aspects of the Sami immigration to the
United States will be included, not least how
the Sami brought Santa Claus his reindeers.
Rugaas underlines the importance of the
visits by the Norwegian Royal Family, the first
visit by the King and the Queen already in
February/March 2005. Add to this all the
events that are being planned by the
Norwegian-American Foundation, the different lodges of the Sons of Norway and many
other Norwegian/Scandinavian organizations.
The story of 1905 began on June 7, 1905
when the Swedish-Norwegian government
stepped down. The Norwegian Parliament, the
Storting, responded by adopting a declaration
that conferred new powers upon the government and authorized it as the Government of
Norway “to exercise, until further notice, the
authority and power [that had been] vested in
the King in accordance with the Constitution
and the Laws of the Realm of Norway.”
In short, the Storting handed all power to
the government, in effect dissolving the union
between Sweden and Norway.
Thus Norway declared itself free of the
union with Sweden, a union that had lasted for
more than ninety years.
The Centennial Anniversary underlines the
message of a peaceful separation. The example
of Sweden and Norway in 1905 and leading up
till today, will be the topic of a program that the
Swedish and the Norwegian Ambassadors will
be taking on tour to several cities and university campuses in the spring of 2005.

news
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Renewable
white gold
Although Norway is the world’s third
largest exporter of oil, most of its electricity is produced by “white gold” — waterfalls. By 2010, 90 percent of the electricity
produced in Norway will be renewable,
according to Petroleum and Energy
Minister Thorhild Widvey.
“I have given notice to the EU Commission
that Norway is going forward with adopting
the renewables directive into the EEA agreement,” she said in a press release.
“With this step Norway confirms its position as a major nation in the field of renewable electricity.”
According to the renewables directive
each EU member state must set an indicative
target for the share of renewable electricity in
2010.
Norway has a higher share of renewable
electricity than any of the EU member states,
and the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy has
indicated a target for Norway of 90 percent
renewable electricity in 2010. In line with
government policy this calls for a significant
increase in the production of renewable electricity.
The renewables directive also requires
each country to offer guarantees of origin to
producers of renewable electricity. The guarantees of origin are proof that the electricity
produced is renewable, and can be traded
between countries.
Norwegian power producers have for several years been active in international trade
with different guarantees and certificates
from renewable electricity. As early as fall
2003 the Ministry established a system for
guarantees of origin. The implementation of
the directive may now give power producers
easier access to the international market for
guarantees of origin.
The renewables directive is in principle
not a part of the EEA agreement. The
Norwegian government nevertheless wants to
play a role in the international developments
in this field.
Norway has
rich
natural
resources that can
give comparative
advantages in the
international market, and at the
same time contribute to an environmentally
friendly energy
supply.
Norway’s waterfalls is
referred to as its “white
gold”. PHOTO: NTR

Finn Kydland of Norway (left) and Edward Prescott of the United States have won the Nobel economics prize for 2004.
Kydland and Prescott won the prize for research that laid the groundwork for more independent central banks and
explained business cycles. PHOTO: SCANPIX

Norwegian economist
shares Nobel Prize
Norway is on the giving end of a Nobel Prize
each year when the Peace Prize is awarded
in Oslo. This year, however, a Norwegian is
also on the receiving end. Finn E. Kydland
has been awarded the Nobel Prize in
Economic Sciences for 2004 along with the
American economist Edward C. Prescott.
Kydland was holding a guest lecture at the
Norwegian School of Economics and
Business Administration when the announcement was made by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.
“This is the greatest honor one can
receive,” he told the Norwegian news agency
NTB.
“It is naturally with great joy that I receive
the news.”
In a press release, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences outlines why it decided
to award the The Bank of Sweden Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred
Nobel 2004 to the two economists:
“Finn Kydland and Edward Prescott have
made fundamental contributions to the
research area known as macroeconomics,” it
explains.
“In a highly innovative way, the Laureates
have analyzed the design of economic policy
and the driving forces behind business cycles.
Their work has not only transformed economic research, but has also profoundly influenced the practice of economic policy in general, and monetary policy in particular.”
The prize of SEK 10 million (USD 1.4 million) will be shared equally between the two

men.
Finn E. Kydland was born in 1943. He
received his Ph.D. from Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh in 1973 and also
served as professor at the university. He has
also served as a faculty member at the
University of California in Santa Barbara and
at the Norwegian School of Economics and
Business Administration.
Edward Prescott also received his Ph.D. at
Carnegie Mellon University. He is now a professor at the Arizona State University.
The Nobel Prize for Ecnomics was established in 1968. Since then, no less than two
Norwegian ecnomists have been awarded the
prize before Kydland. Ragnar Frisch was the
laureate in 1969, while Trygve Haavelmo
received the award in 1989.
Six other Norwegians have received Nobel
Prizes: Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson received the
prize for literature in 1903, while Knut
Hamsun won the same in 1920. Christian
Lange became Norway’s first Peace Prize laureate in 1921, the year before the Norwegian
Nobel Committee presented Fritjof Nansen
with the same award.
In 1928, Sigrid Undset became the third
Norwegian to win the prize for literature. 41
years later, in 1969, Odd Hassel became the
first Norwegian to win the prize for chemistry.
In addition to this list of people, there are
several Norwegian-Americans among former
Nobel Laureates. Among them are Lars
Onsager, Norman Borlaug, Christian B.
Anfinsen, Ivar Giæver and Charles J.
Pedersen.
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Exporting Norway

Products from Norway are selling like never before in the United States. From designer strollers and children’s
chairs to search engine technology for major American web sites, Norwegian companies are defying the falling
exchange rate and enjoying positive export trends.
By Kristoffer N. Rønneberg
hen Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik congratulated President George W. Bush with his re-election in
November, he emphasized the need for a continued strong
relationship across the Atlantic. He wasn’t just talking about politics.
“The United States is an incredibly important trade partner for
Norway,” Bondevik told News of Norway during his visit to
Washington, DC in November, “and I am confident that this relationship will remain in the positive trend it is in right now.”
During the course of the past year, the value of a U.S. dollar has fallen ten percentage points against the Norwegian krone. While a dollar
would buy you seven Norwegian kroner in November of last year, the
same dollar only gets you 6.30 kroner today. This is good news for
American companies exporting goods to Norway, and one would expect
Norwegian exports to the United States to be falling.
But they aren’t.
In the first ten months of 2004, the exports of Norwegian goods to
the U.S. increased by almost seven percent. Products worth over NOK
15 billion (USD 2.3 billion), more than eight percent of Norway’s
exports, now end up crossing the Atlantic to U.S. shores.
Those figures do not include the sale of oil and gas, which constitutes half of Norway’s exports to the U.S.
“My impression is that Norwegian companies are experiencing a
good trend in the American market.” the Prime Minister commented.
“The industries involved in fisheries, oil and gas, and information
technology, are doing particularly well.”
Following these trends closely is Arnfinn Hattrem, the Director of
Innovasion Norway in the U.S.
“When you consider the fact that many of the terms of the world

W
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market is set by the United States, it is uplifting to see that Norwegian
companies appear to be doing well here these days,” he says.
Innovasion Norway is a state-owned organization established in
January when the Norwegian Trade Council, the Norwegian Tourist
Board, the Norwegian Industrial and Regional Development Fund
(SND) and the Government Consultative Office for Inventors (SVO)
joined forces.
Hattrem, based in New York, makes sure that Norwegian companies
are assisted as much as possible when they attempt to enter the U.S.
market.
“Our main focus is to encourage entrepreneurs. We collaborate with
institutions in Norway to help people with good ideas and products find
a way to export them,” he says.
The two main areas where Norway has a strong position in the U.S.
market these days are the oil and gas industry and the information technology (IT) sector.
“From our offices around the United States, we can assist a variety
of Norwegian start-ups and pioneers,” Hattrem says.
“We serve as a catalyst by supplying local know-how and connecting people with potential partners in the area.”
One of the companies the Trade Council helped get on its feet is
Fast, an Oslo-based software firm with products for handling vast
amounts of information (see sidebar).
“Fast is a prime example of how a company with the right knowledge and people can gain access to the notoriously tough U.S. market,”
says Hattrem.
“We assisted them when they were in the early stages, but after a
while they were more than capable of standing on their own feet.”

feature
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In the Fast lane
hen Senior VP of International
Operations Torbjørn Kanestrøm
came to Silicon Valley in 1997,
most people accessed the Internet via slow
modems. Finding anything on the Net was
a process of trying several search engines.
“It’s difficult to imagine what the world
looked like only seven years ago,”
Kanestrøm tells News of Norway.
Fast Search & Transfer, based in Oslo,
had an idea for searching the entire Internet
with a different type of technology. As late
as in 2002, the company claimed it was the
largest search engine in the world.
But competitor Google proved too
strong. Last year the Norwegian firm sold
its Internet search engine to the American
company Overture.
Kanestrøm is still highly optimistic for
the company’s future.
“When people buy PCs today, they buy
it to gain access to information,” he says.
“We can make that information available.”
By providing the search engine for
heavily trafficed sites like ibm.com and the
U.S. government's website firstgov.gov,
Fast is becoming a major figure in the
American IT market.
“We have technology that can plow
through enormous amounts of information
in a relatively short amount of time,”
Kanestrøm says.
And it is profitable. The third quarter of
2004 gave revenues of USD 16.5 billion,
and was the company’s eighth in a row
with a positive result.

W

FACING PAGE: Norway has seen across the Atlantic to the United States for profit for as long as there has been relations between the two countries. ILLUSTRATION PHOTO: LISE GAGNÉ. THIS PAGE, clockwise from top: Senior VP for
International Operations Torbjørn Kanestrøm oversees the vast network of officies affiliated with the Norwegian company Fast; Norway’s Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik says he is happy about the positive trend for Norwegian
exports to the U.S. PHOTOS: KRISTOFFER RØNNEBERG; Stokke’s KinderZeat is one of the reasons for the company’s success abroad. Today, 97 percent of the company’s revenue derives from products sold outside Norway.

Fast and fellow software designers Trolltech are among the few
Norwegian companies left in Silicon Valley after the dot-com bubble
burst a few years ago..
orwegian companies are doing very well in the oil and gas
industry. As the world’s third largest oil exporter, Norway sells
more than half a million barrels per day in the United States

N

alone.
Rising oil prices has naturally led to an increse in export revenue.
There is also an increased volume in sales of products and services,
especially related to IT, to the oil and gas industry in the United States.
The offshore industry is highly dependent on the latest information
technology. From seismic exploration and evaluation to field development and tail-end production, Norwegian products make oil less expensive to find and exploit.
“There’s a lot happening in the Gulf of Mexico right now,” says
Arnfinn Hattrem, “and there are several Norwegian companies
involved in searching for oil there.”
Norway provides only a few percent of the oil used in the United
States. Today, there is no sale of Norwegian gas to the American market, but this is about to change. This June, the largest Norwegian oil
company Statoil announced that it will be selling frozen light natural
gas worth NOK 15 billion - the same as all of Norway's non-oil and gas
exports to the U.S. combined - from 2009 onwards.
There is no shortage of signs of Norway in other industries.
Norwegian products can be found across the country, from Ski Queen
goat\s cheese to heavy industrial structures.
Norwegian design has long been in the shadow of that of neighbor-

ing Sweden, but furniture companies such as Ekornes and Stokke are
making sure that Americans don’t just think of IKEA whenever
Scandinavian design is mentioned. On a grander scale, the Norwegian
architecture firm Snøhetta were recently given the highly prestigious
task of designing the World Trade Center museum in New York (see
story on page 3).
Music from Norway is also travelling at an increased pace across
the Atlantic. The last decade has seen a steady growth in Norwegian
music exports, and the British press in particular have this fall raved
over the quality and variety of music coming from Norway.
Martin Revheim, one of the most respected figures in Norwegian
jazz after he established the music club Blå in Oslo and turned the
Kongsberg Jazz Festival from near-bankrupcy to a blossoming success
story, is optimistic when it comes to the export of Norwegian music.
“There’s a good trend going on,” he says.
Although he credits the Norwegian government for much of the success through grants and other support, he emphasizes that the export must
happen on the terms of the artists, not the bureaucrats.
“We have to make sure that the right artists, the ones who can create
an interest by themselves, are invited to play abroad. It would be wrong
to invite someone because they fit in with an overall marketing campaign
for the country,” he says.
Arnfinn Hattrem agrees that there is only so much the government can
do to promote Norwegian exports to the U.S.
“Few people have heard of Norway,” he says, “but those that have
generally have a positive attitude towards the country. That being said, a
positive sentiment will only get you so far. Price and quality, that’s all that
counts if you want to sell your products in the U.S.: Price and quality.”
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Julenissen
Norway’s unofficial ambassador of peace
Julenissen – Norway’s Santa Claus – has achieved international celebrity status. From his home in Drøbak, an
idyllic maritime town 30 minutes south of Oslo, he receives visitors from all over the world. Tourists regularly
flock in busloads from places as far away as Hong Kong to catch a glimpse of him. Dignitaries like the Vice
Minister of Culture from the People’s Republic of China and high-ranking members of the Russian Duma and
the Rwandan Parliament have graced his doorstep. Even a KGB agent from the former Soviet Union paid him
a call once.
By Connie Stulz
he international press from Ukraine to South Africa continue to
cover the Julenisse story, with interest increasing year after year.
Hundreds of articles have appeared in U.S. newspapers and
magazines, and now the well-known American travel journalist Rick
Steves is bringing his production team to Drøbak this December to produce a program about Christmas traditions in Europe with Julenissen
as a highlight. Quaint little Drøbak, tucked away in the foggy, frosty
North, will be featured in Steves’ program along with the cultural powerhouses of Paris, London, Rome and Salzburg.
The building where Julenissen is said to live, Tregaarden’s
Christmas House, occupies a prime location on Drøbak’s town square
where strict preservation laws have maintained many original buildings from the town’s heyday as a major port during the 18th and 19th
centuries. The Christmas House has taken over one of these historic
buildings, originally used as a religious meeting house, which owner
Eva Johansen and her husband Willy purchased and restored in the
1980s.
Through the years they have turned Julenissen’s home into a focal
point for the Christmas spirit in Norway. Open ten months a year, Eva’s
own Julenissen and Christmas Mouse designs in the form of soft dolls
and decorations are displayed and sold. In fact, the Julenissen persona
has become so pervasive throughout Drøbak that the Christmas gnome
even has his own official road crossing sign that warns: Danger –
Watch Out for Julenissen!
Not surprisingly, Julenissen receives mail from fans on every continent. To handle the huge volume, Julenissen’s Post Office was established in another historic building next to the Christmas House. Here
20,000 letters stream in every year with Christmas wishes, not only
from children but from adults as well. Recently, Julenissen received a
letter from a 24-year old student in Basra, Iraq, expressing his desire to
move to Norway, and a letter in Spanish sent from Guatanamo Bay,
Cuba, found its way into Julenissen’s mailbox not too long ago.

T
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The walls of Drøbak’s Tourist Information Office are lined with letters received over the years, and tourists can browse the myriad of
international envelopes and read some of the letters as well. Every one
of the thousands of letters addressed to Julenissen is answered by the
staffs at Tourist Information and the Christmas House with a postcard
depicting a typical winter scene in Drøbak.
Julenissen even has his own official postal address and postmark
depicting the Julenissen figure, which is stamped onto each postcard.
If you haven’t already done so, you can send your Christmas wish list
to: Julenissen, N-1440 Drøbak, Norway. If you happen to be in
Drøbak, you can also send your own Christmas greetings from
Julenissen’s Post Office, and they will be stamped with the official
insignia.
lthough Julenissen has received visitors from practically every
country, he seems to have a special relationship with the people of Japan. Young Japanese school children are sometimes
given the assignment of writing a letter to Julenissen in Norway.
Hundreds of multi-colored origami cranes, a Japanese symbol of hope
for world peace, have been sent to Julenissen and now hang in the
Tourist Information Office.
In November of this year giant images of Julenissen and a
Norwegian Christmas tree were lighted on the facades of two Tokyo
hotel skyscrapers in a special illumination ceremony to kick off the
hotel chain’s Christmas season. Both Eva Johansen and the Norwegian
ambassador to Japan participated as VIP guests and were joined by 3year old Princess Aiko, daughter of the crown prince couple.
Two other Japanese corporate giants have recruited Julenissen to
help with commercial and charitable activities such as passing out
Norwegian candy to Japanese children, visiting children’s hospitals,
and conducting competitions to win special Christmas books designed
and produced in Drøbak.

A
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FACING PAGE: Julenissen has his own postal stamp at
the Christmas House in Drøbak. PHOTO: CONNIE STULZ.
THIS PAGE: A nisse sits in the middle of some of the
many thousand letters that are sent from old and young
all over the world to the Christmas House in Drøbak.
PHOTO: BERIT ROALD, SCANPIX

These activities began three years ago and have grown in size and
popularity each year.
What makes this dumpy white-bearded gnome dressed in red stocking cap and knee breeches so appealing the world over? Eva Johansen
thinks she knows the answer:
“Everybody in this world wants peace. If you read the letters to
Julenissen from so many different countries, you will see that the
desire for peace is a common theme. This is true no matter what kind
of society you come from or what religion you are.
We receive letters from Muslims as well as Christians and from
people in Asian countries without a Christmas tradition. All of them
view Julenissen as a symbol of Norwegian Christmas, which translates
into a symbol of peace.”
Norwegians are well-known for their international peace-making
efforts throughout the world, and nowhere is this spirit better manifested on a concrete, human level than in Drøbak in the weeks before
Christmas Eve. Tiny white lights, never gaudy colors, adorn the
facades of the Christmas House and the other 19th century buildings
on the town square.
With any luck, snow blankets the ground, but in this seaside town
fog and mist are just as likely, creating their own mystical effect as the
dusky daylight sparkles off the moisture pellets. The two-story high
spruce majestically assumes its place in the town square, surrounded
by artisans and local clubs selling handmade gifts.
The clip-clop of horse hooves from the buggy rides for children
sound out in counterpoint to the local choir singing carols in the
square, and the luscious aroma of warm gløgg, the classic Norwegian
Christmas drink flavoured with ginger, cloves and cardamom, lingers
in the crisp air.
Julenissen makes an appearance, of course, and let’s be clear about
one thing – Julenissen is not the same character as the American Santa
Claus. He is uniquely Norwegian, born centuries ago from the pre-

Today Drøbak is a thriving seaside
community which attracts tourists year
round with its picturesque location
along the east side of the Oslo fjord,
just a 30-minute drive from the capital.
In addition to being home to
Julenissen, Drøbak has a thriving artist
community with many art shops, galleries and exhibitions as well as beautiful beaches for summer swimming or
strolling in the fresh sea air at other
times of year. Historically preserved
wooden buildings stand in the town’s
centre and along the waterfront, telling
of the town’s beginnings as a major
port in the 18th and 19th centuries
when Drøbak blossomed from the lumber trade and, later, from the export of
ice chunks to the European continent
for refrigeration purposes. The town
also played an important role in World
War II as the sight of the sinking of the
German battleship, Blucher, which
gave the Norwegian royal family and
members of parliament time to escape
to exile. The historic military fortress,
Oscarsborg, located on an island in the
fjord, is open to visitors all year. No
matter what the season, Drøbak offers
a unique glimpse of modern Norway as
well as its exciting past.

Christian folk belief in the ghostly being believed to be the original
clearer of the farmland. These leprechaun-like creatures protected the
farm and came out during Yuletide festivities to eat and drink.
Gradually this nisse character blended with the Christian St. Nicholas
figure from the European continent and developed into Julenissen (literally “Christmas elf”) we know today who delivers toys to the children on Christmas Eve.
ulenissen also has many small relatives, called simply nisser, who
live in places like barns and boathouses, but they tend to be rather
shy around humans and they only emerge from their hiding places
to play harmless tricks on people or eat the porridge left out for them
as a special treat.
The nisse figure is not just a dusty old folk legend. It lives on today
in the imaginations of both Norwegian children and adults as it continually adopts new forms. A few years ago the Norwegian national television produced an extraordinarily popular children’s Christmas
series (Blåfjell) about nisser who wear blue stocking hats instead of the
traditional red.
The series made a point about breaking down prejudice against
those who look different, reflecting issues in Norwegian society related to the need for tolerance toward growing immigrant populations.
Now a new generation of Norwegian children knows that nisser come
in different colors, and that’s OK. There is room for everybody.
Julenissen serves as a symbol of modern Norwegian cultural values, and perhaps this is why he makes such a splendid ambassador for
Norway throughout the world. The Norwegian love of Julenissen and
their enthusiasm for what he represents – values like simplicity, genuineness and peace – have worldwide appeal.
So maybe we should not be too surprised when kings and commoners alike from the four corners of the earth come knocking on his
door at the Christmas House in Drøbak.

J
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Same procedure as every year
Andreas Viestad, Norway’s most famous food
writer, has for the last two years presented
Norway and Norwegian food through his PBS
series “New Scandinavian Cooking.” Armed
with a mobile kitchen, an enthusiasm like
none other and a spectacular backdrop of
Norwegian fjords and mountains, Viestad has
shown Americans that Norwegian food is so
much more than lutefisk and lefse. His book,
“Kitchen of Light”, has sold almost 30,000
copies in the U.S.
Throughout this holiday season, some of
Viestad’s wonderful recipes will be available
on a special menu at the Center Café in Union
Station’s Main Hall. On December 11, the
food lover himself will appear at Union
Station to sign his book and perhaps offer a
little snack.
Here is an excerpt from “Kitchen of
Light,” Andreas Viestad’s collection of wonderful stories, pictures and recipes, available
in a bookstore near you:
eople are attached to their Christmas
tradition in much the same way they are
attached to an old relative they see only
once a year—he may not be kind or interesting, but he is family, after all, and that is what
matters most. I have met people who hate
lutefisk or ribbe and would never think of eating it at any other time of year but who would
rather starve than go without it on Christmas
Eve.
The question about what you are eating for
Christmas supper is of enormous importance.

P

The answer says something about where you
are from and what kind
of Norwegianness you
identify with. My
answer, although amiable from a purely gastronomical point of
view, is hardly ever
accepted: “I eat different things each year,” I
tell people, and I am
almost always met
with stunned silence,
followed by an endless
inquisition: How is it
possible? does it not Roast pork rib, the most common Christmas dinner in Norway, takes several days to get
feel meaningless? and, just right. IMAGE COPYRIGHT METTE RANDEM. USED WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTISAN BOOKS.
most of all, how did it
come to be that way? To some it sounds like a fixed tradition to build upon, so we continued
liberating lack of traditions, to others like our drift, this time not out of necessity, but out
pure nihilism, a mockery, rather like pouring of curiosity and hunger and what had uninsolvent into the glue of shared nationhood.
tentionally become our very own tradition.
There are good reasons why it has come to Over the years, my Christmas table has seen
be this way: My parents divorced when I was both unusual exotic dishes and conventional
a young child, and I spent most Christmases Christmas fare, but the times I have been most
with my mother. Because we were only two, happy have been when I have been able to
we often spent Christmas Eve with friends take something well used and traditional and
and relatives, so we ate whatever they ate. make it into something that tastes fresh and
Sometimes the food was good, occasionally it new.
was catastrophic, but most of the time it was
Cooking different foods every year allows
plain but enjoyable. And it was hardly ever me to investigate different Christmas foods,
the same two years in a row. As I grew older to combine traditional food with innovation,
and my mother and I started to have and of course, to make Christmas the way my
Christmas by ourselves, we did not have a mother did when I was growing up.

Pork Rib Roast with Cloves
ibbe, as the traditional Christmas supper is called in
Norwegian, has a special position in Norway, something
almost as sacred as the Thanksgiving turkey in America.
Almost everyone I know eats pork rib roast, and for them a
Christmas withoug ti would be unthinkable. Serves 6.

R

One 4-pound pork rib roast, with rind and fat, bones cut at 3-inch
intervals (have the butcher do this)
1 tablespoon fine sea salt
2 teaspoons freshly ground black pepper
3 oranges
2 tablespoons chopped fresh sage
A handful of whole cloves
2 pounds russe potatoes, quartered
1 pound onions, quartered
1. Place the meat skin side up on a cutting board. With a sharp heavy
knife, cut through the rind and fat to make a crosshatch pattern
with 1-inch squares. With a thin sharp knife, make a small slit in
each square. (This is where you will insert the cloves; you could
insert them now, but I have found that all the handling is likely to
break off most of the nice-looking tops of the cloves.) Rub the
meat with the salt and pepper.
2. Place the meat in a baking dish. Cut 1 orange in half and squeeze
the juice over the meat. Slice another orange and place the slices
under and over the meat. Cover and refrigerate for 1 to 2 days,
turning three or four times.
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3. Preheat the oven to 400°F.
4. Discard the orange and place the meat fat side down in a roasting pan.
5. Insert the sage between the cut ribs. Turn the meat skin side up. Cut the
remaining orange in half and squeeze the juice over the meat. Cut the
orange halves into smaller pieces and place them under the meat. Insert
a clove in each of the slits in the fat.
6. Cover the roast with foil. Place the roasting pan in the middle of the
oven and roast for 45 minutes. Remove from the oven and reduce the
temperature to 350°F. Remove the foil Remove the meat from the pan
and add potatoes and onions to the pan, making a foundation for the
meat. Return the meat to the pan and place in the oven, this time setting
it in the lower third of the oven; roast for about 1 hour.
7. Move the pan to the middle of the oven. Increase the heat to 400° to
425°F and roast for about 20 minutes longer under frequent surveillance to produce a good crackling. If you have a top oven proiler, you
could use it, but be very careful that you don't burn the roastIt is difficult to give the exact time for the crackling process, since that depends
on the intensity of heat in your oven. If there is no sign of crackling
after 10 minutes, gradually turn the heat up to 450°F. The crackling will
be superb if it looks as if the irnd is boiling and the fatty squares have
started to separate. Remove and alloq to cool slightly.
8. Cut the meat into 2-rib sections and place on serving plates. The meat
looks nice served with the cloves, but be advised that they should be
removed before eating, as they are still quite strong-tasting.
Excerpted from Kitchen of Light: New Scandinavian Cooking with Andreas Viestad.
Text Copyright © 2003 by Andreas Viestad. Photographs copyright © by Mette
Randem. Used by permission of Artisan, a division of Workman Publishing Co.,
Inc.,New York. All Rights Reserved
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norwegianchristmasaatunionsstation2004
Tempt your tastebuds and soothe your
eardrums with samples of Norway at this year's
Norwegian Christmas at Union Station festival.
Toys for Tots launch and Holiday Model
Train Opening
The fairytale begins when Union Station's giant
Norwegian holiday model train starts winding
its way through the mountains and fjords of
Norway. Ambassador Knut Vollebaek, the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserves and representatives
from the D.C. government will start the train on
its maiden voyage for the season. Norwegian
actor Rolf Stang will host a special storytelling
event for the children following the opening of
the model train.
The event also marks the seasonal launch
for the Washington metropolitan area Toys for
Tots toy drive. Ambassador Vollebaek will present the first gift on behalf of the Royal
Norwegian Embassy.
When: Tuesday, November 23 at 5 p.m.
Where: Main Hall and West Hall, Union Station
Admission: FREE, no tickets
Tree Lighting Ceremony
The holiday season officially begins on
November 30 when Her Highness Princess
Märtha Louise flips the switch for the 8,000
lights on the magnificent 30-foot Christmas
tree. World Idol Kurt Nilsen will show us why
his worldwide fan base is rapidly expanding.
The festive tree lighting ceremony will also
include seasonal music by the Capitol Hill
Chorale Group. As always, radio host Robert
Aubrey Davis will make sure the ceremony
takes place in the true spirit of the holidays. The
2004 tree lighting ceremony is generously
sponsored by the Norwegian telecom company
Telenor.
When: Tuesday, November 30. Show starts at
6 p.m. Tree lighting at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Main Hall, Union Station
Admission: FREE, no tickets
Exhibition:
FROST: Life & Culture of the Sámi Reindeer People of Norway
There are over
40,000 Sámi living in Norway,
of which only a
small
group
maintain
the
traditional life
as
nomadic
r e i n d e e r
herders. In an exhibition created specially for
this year’s Norwegian Christmas at Union
Station, visitors will get an exclusive look at the
Sámi way of life through photographs as well
as traditional Sámi tools and household items.
A Sámi lavvu, similar to the Native American
tipi, will be on display in the Main Hall.
Norwegian Sámi photographer Fred Ivar Utsi
Klemetsen’s photo essay “FROST” documents
the life of those who still herd their reindeer the
traditional way, only using a limited number of
modern tools. The exhibit is generously sponsored by Statoil Natural Gas.
When: December 1 – 28. Meet the Sámi artists
on December 1 at 3.30-4.30 p.m.
Where: Main Hall, Union Station
Admission: FREE, no tickets

Norwegian menu at Center Café
The talented TV chef and food writer got his
breakthrough in the United States in 2003
when his series "Kitchen of Light" first aired on
PBS. Each episode was watched by an average of 5 million people, and the accompanying
book also proved a success. The second season of Viestad's series airs on PBS stations
throughout the United States this fall and winter. For an opportunity to taste his dishes yourself, head down to Center Café in Union
Station's Main Hall, where a special Norwegian
menu created by Viestad will be available during the month of December.
When: From November 23 through December
31 during restaurant hours.
Note: Special appearance and book signing by
Andreas Viestad on December 11. Details will
be announced at www.norway.org/xmas04.
Where: Center Café, Main Hall, Union Station
Info: www.scandcook.com, Center Café: tel:
(202) 783-2582
Kurt Nilsen in concert
Back in January, this 26year-old
astounded
viewers around the
globe when he beat the
favorites from Britain and
the U.S. to become the
official “World Idol”. His debut album “I” topped
several European charts and has already sold
almost 200,000 copies worldwide. His second
album, “A Part of Me,” went platinum in Norway
only four days after its release on November 8
this year. Be sure to catch him at an exclusive,
one-night-only concert at the legendary
Birchmere in Alexandria. Kurt Nilsen’s voice,
and that of his opening act Venke Knutson, will
blow away anyone who attends this free U.S.
concert debut.
When: Thursday, December 2 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria, VA.
Info: www.birchmere.com, tel: (703) 549-7500
Tickets: Through www.ticketmaster.com.
Seating is limited to 500.
Admission: FREE, except for Ticketmaster
service and handling fees.
Taste of Norway
Norwegians look forward to the holiday season
partly in part because of the unique and delicious food associated with it. Your chance to
tantalize your taste buds comes at the annual
Taste of Norway event, where Norwegian
women dressed in the bunad, the national costume, will serve free culinary holiday treats
from the land of the Midnight Sun.
When: Sunday, December 5, from noon until 2
p.m. or while supplies last
Where: Main Hall, Union Station
Info: www.norway.org/xmas04
Admission: FREE, no tickets required.
Norwegian Jazz Night at HR-57
The legendary HR-57 Center for the
Preservation of Jazz & Blues is one of the best
places to go for real jazz in Washington. For a
special, one-night-only event, the center will
take on a Norwegian feel when the wonderful
Silje Nergaard performs. Even if you're catching the splendor of the Norwegian singer at the
Kennedy Center on December 9, be sure to

experience her and her quartet in a very different and more intimate setting at HR-57.
Opening act: The Norwegian-Danish-American
jazz ensemble NYNDK.
When: Wednesday, December 8 at 8:00 p.m.
Where: HR-57 Center for the Preservation of
Jazz & Blues, 1610 14th Street N.W.
Info: www.hr-57.org, tel: (202) 667-3700
Admission: $10 at the door. No reservations.
Norwegian Visions at the Kennedy Center:
Silje Nergaard
Each year, the Kennedy
Center chooses to present a sample from the
cornucopia of Norwegian
music. This year, we are
proud to present one of
the most prominent
women of Norwegian
jazz, Silje Nergaard.
Already a sensation in
Europe, where she has
toured for much of the
fall, Silje Nergaard is certain to thrill any music aficionado when she performs with her quartet on December 9. This
year's Norwegian Visions concert is part of the
Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage series and
will be broadcast live over the web.
When: Thursday, December 9 at 6 p.m.
Where: Terrace Theater, The John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts,
2700 F. Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20566
Info: www.kennedy-center.org, tel: (202) 4674600
Admission: FREE, no tickets, limited seating
on first-come first-served basis.
Norwegian-American Christmas Bazaar
For Washington's most unique holiday shopping experience, head down to the annual
Christmas Bazaar at Union Station. NorwegianAmerican organizations host a shopping
extravaganza featuring traditional crafts from
Norway, including hand made items, jewelry,
calendars, trolls, dolls, holiday ornaments,
pewter items, and sweaters. Norwegian specialty foods will also be available for your holiday table. The bazaar is organized by the Sons
of Norway, the Norwegian Ladies’ Club and the
Norwegian Church Committee.
When: Friday, December 10 from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. and Saturday, December 11 from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
Where: Main Hall, Union Station
Admission: FREE, no tickets required.
Violinist Henning Kraggerud at the National
Gallery of Art
When Norwegian violinist Henning Kraggerud
made his debut in Washington, D.C. at the
Kennedy Center in 2001, the Washington Post
wrote that he "provided an unusually satisfying
experience." That was three years ago. To find
out how much more satisfying that experience
is now, catch this free performance with pianist
Helge Kjekshus at the National Gallery of Art.
When: Sunday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m.
Where: National Gallery of Art, between Third
and Seventh St. at Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Info: www.nga.gov
Tel: (202) 737-4215
Admission: FREE, no tickets required.
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editorial

Exports and exit
or companies from a country like
Norway, its population roughly the
same as that of Alabama, it’s not entirely easy to enter the U.S. marketplace.
Everyone wants a share of the market, and
Norwegian companies have to compete hard
in order to become established brands. Some
have made it, some have not.
Trade relations between Norway and people on the American continent were established when the first Nordic Viking sailors
headed west from Greeland in search of new
land.
Today, the United States is Norway’s most
important trade partner outside the European
Union. Around eight percent of the country’s
exports end up in the U.S. Even though the
exchange rate is currently developing in disfavor of Norwegian products, Norway’s exports
to the U.S. continue to rise.
“There are certain areas, especially within
the oil and gas industry and within information technology, where we are very strong,”
the Norwegian Prime Minister, Kjell Magne
Bondevik, told News of Norway. For more
information on the state of Norwegian exports

F

to the U.S., please see the story on pages 6-7.
hristmas is approaching, and boy, do
we know it here at the Embassy. We
have been planning the annual holiday
festival Norwegian Christmas at Union
Station almost since the last one ended, and
we think we have a program this year that
offers something for the whole family.
A full program is listed on page 11, but
here are some highlights: A fantastic exhibition about the Sámi reindeer herders in
Northern Norway will be on display throughout December in Union Station’s Main Hall.
The wonderful Main Hall will also be the
venue for the November 30 tree lighting festival, when Her Highness Princess Märtha will
flip the switch on the 8,000 lights.
Other events at Union Station include the
annual Norwegian-American Christmas Bazaar
and a Norwegian menu at Center Café created
by food writer and TV chef Andreas Viestad.
An article on Viestad can be found on page 10.
Norwegian music is in increasingly high
demand on both sides of the Atlantic. For this
year’s festival, we are bringing in two artists

C

who are already big names in Europe: the velvet-voiced jazz singer Silje Nergaard and Kurt
Nilsen, the 26-year-old from Bergen who beat
all the odds (and Kelly Clarkson) to become
the first ever World Idol in January of this year.
s this year ends, so does my tenure as
Editor of News of Norway. After two
and a half fantastic years I’ll be returning to Norway to continue my carreer as a
journalist in Oslo.
I depart with a greatly increased sense of
understanding for the United States and the
people who live here. My experiences from
the time I’ve been lucky enough to edit this
magazine will live with me forever. Thank
you, dear readers, for all your encouraging
and enthusiastic feedback and support.
Rest assured that the magazine is left in the
best of hands and that you’ll continue to
receive updated news and features on the
News of Norway in the years to come.
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Takk for meg!
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