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news

In Brief...
Happy at work
If you find a job you like you will never
have to work a day in your life! This, a
recent study done by the scientific
research group SINTEF reveals, is true
for nine out of ten Norwegians.
Researchers discovered that ninety percent of those surveyed would have chosen the same jobs again if given a
choice. For the majority of Norwegians,
the workday gives them a shot of energy, self-esteem, better health and the satisfaction of accomplishment.
Stave church restoration
Norway’s 28 stave churches from the
Middle Ages will be thoroughly renovated over the next 10 years. Minister of
the Environment Børge Brende is
launching the project, which will cost
NOK 96 million. Governmental grants
are estimated to total NOK 77 million,
while local municipalities and private
donors will supply the additional NOK
19 million.
Flying again
Scandinavian Airlines System (SAS)
will re-open its direct flight Oslo - New
York next summer. The route was closed
down after the terrorist attacks on the
US, September 11 last year. SAS also
plans to expand its destinations in
Southern Europe, and this winter adds a
new flight between Stockholm and
Bangkok, Thailand. The airline has,
together with the rest of the industry,
had a drop in the number of customers
since the terrorist attacks.
Soccer Star
Norwegian soccer star Hege Riise was
the only Norwegian selected to the
Women’s United Soccer Association
(WUSA) all-star team for the match
played in Portland on September 21.
Riise, who led Carolina Courage to the
WUSA play-off championship this season, was one of 22 all-stars selected for
the match by votes from supporters,
coaches, club directors, journalists and
fellow players. The WUSA Internet site
has rated Riise “the world’s best playmaker.”
Yugoslavian debt canceled
Norway has decided to cancel half of
Yugoslavia’s debt-an amount of NOK
93 million. In addition Norway will
waive another NOK 5.6 million in interest. An agreement to this effect was
signed by the two nations in connection
with Yugoslavian Deputy Prime
Minister Miroljub Labus’ visit to
Norway recently.
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Three of the most prominent speakers at the Research and Technology forum (l. to r.): Dr. Kathie Olsen, Minister Kristin
Clemet and Dr. Rita Colwell.

Clemet stresses need for
US-Norwegian networking
Network building and co-operation, cooperation and network building. The
September Research and Technology
Forum held in Washington, with among
others the with Norwegian Research and
Education Minister Kristin Clemet in
attendance, proved that ties between
Norway and the United States are stronger
than ever when it comes to scientific development.
Clemet, on a visit to the United States solely
to participate in the two-day seminar, stressed
on several occasions that collaboration
between the two countries will be is essential
in the times ahead to come. “We need to form
networks between our countries in order to
ensure future development,” she told a nodding, distinguished crowd at the Madison
Hotel.
Not alone
The seminar, arranged by the Royal
Norwegian Embassy, attracted a wide spectrum array of prominent guests. The two
lunchtime speakers for the opening first day
of the seminar, National Science Foundation
President Dr. Rita Colwell and Dr. Kathie
Olsen, Associate Director for Science at the
Executive Office of the U.S. President, were
perhaps the most renowned of the many distinguished guests.
“The United States cannot do this alone.
With the acceleration of scientific and technological development, we need to co-operate,”
Ms. Colwell said in her speech.
Clemet noted during the seminar that
Norway could learn a lot from the United
States in the fields of science and technology,
especially when it comes to funding. “We
have a thing or two to learn about how to

increase private investment, and we also need
to learn how to improve our networking
skills,” she said.
Charles Wessner, a director at the U.S.
National Academy of Sciences, offered some
advice: “Funding is essential,” he said.
Another speaker, Robert Kvavik of the
University of Minnesota, disagreed. “What is
needed for Norway’s development in these
fields is not a lot of cash. What is needed is to
focus on e few some core fields,” he said,
receiving approving nods from parts of the
audience.
Maritime knowledge
Among the people nodding was Norwegian
investor Terje Mikalsen. He has for years
been heavily involved in funding small startups within research and technology in
Norway, and he, too, feels that focus is clearly the core issue for the development of
Norway as a technology nation.
“We have never had a tradition in Norway
of for establishing large, private foundations
that willthat could fund the development of
new ideas,.” he said. “The biggest problem
for Norway right now is that we want to do a
little bit of research on everything.”
Asked what areas where Norway best
should develop further, Minister Clemet
replied that Norway already possesses has
advanced knowledge in the maritime fields.
“But there are other areas as well where we
could contribute to countries like the United
States,” she said.
“Many people have told me that Norway
could be a valuable contributor within polar
technology, developmental medicine, development and ICT. Also, we have a good base
of knowledge in the fields of environmental
and energy research,” the Minister concluded.
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Norway marks September 11 In Brief...

“Willy” remains (free) in Norway
Keiko, the whale from “Free Willy,” will
remain in Norway for some time, says
the Director of the Free Willy
Foundation, David Phillips, after meeting with officials of the Norwegian
Fisheries Directorate in Bergen on
Wednesday. The Fisheries Directorate
has stipulated three conditions for
Keiko’s future sanctuary: Keiko must
not be confined to any cage, Keiko must
not be exploited commercially, and he
must not come into conflict with other
interests in the fjords.

Norwegian Prime Minister
Kjell-Magne Bondevik and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Jan Petersen were both in
New York on September 11
for the commemoration of
the terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center and the
Pentagon. At the Royal
Norwegian Embassy in
Washington, D.C, the flag
was lowered and flown at
half-mast.
“On a day like this there is
room for reflection over the
human vulnerability. September 11 is a lesson for the A Norwegian flag commemorates the victims of the September 11 attacks
future. It teaches us to prevent on Fulton street in New York.
being hurt, Mr. Petersen said.”
At Oslo’s Cathedral the anniversary was listeners to help create a more peaceful world.
observed in a special commemorative serv- “We need to regain our sense of security withice. Among the dignitaries attending was the in an open and free society”, he said. “It is
Norwegian Minister of Defense, Ms. Kristin imperative that we do good without creating
new evil.”
Krohn Devold.
Later that evening hundreds of people participated in a torchlight vigil at Oslo’s City
“Good without evil”
In her remarks Devold said, “Very few people Hall in memory of all victims who lost their
can understand the deep feelings of fear, bit- lives in the terrorist attacks. Present at the
terness and loss that the bereaved experienced vigil to show their respect for their US colafter the terrorist attacks of September 11. My leagues and fallen comrades were representadeepest sympathy goes out to all those who tives of the police and ambulance services,
lost their loved ones in the attacks,” she said. the rescue service, and Oslo’s Fire
Oslo’s Bishop Gunnar Stålsett urged his Department.

Au revoir to KNM Skjold

The Royal Norwegian Navy’s fast patrol boat
KNM Skjold left the American East Coast and
headed home in September. In her wake she
has left numerous new and exciting possibilites for future collaboration between the
navies of Norway and the United States.
The 170 ft Skjold has spent most of the
year in Norfolk, VA, where she has shown off
to any number of officials at various levels of
authority in US military and government circles. The Norwegian ship, commissioned in
1999, was built with a number of features that
the Norwegian military hopes will be significant in furthering stronger ties between the
two nations.
Summing up Skjold’s visit,” Captain Tom

Egil Lilletvedt, Assistant Defense Attaché
at the Norwegian embassy, says: ”The U.S.
Navy wanted to evaluate the technology
that makes KNM Skjold special, namely her
stealth capabilities, her speed, and the fact
that she doesn’t lie very deep in the water.”
Preliminary assessments and conclusions appear positive. The Navy is in the
process of planning and producing certain
new types of smaller marine vessels, and
Norwegian manufacturers are hoping that the
advanced features exhibited on Skjold will
give them an opportunity to participate in the
US production process.
Captain Lilletvedt explains: ”KNM Skjold
has had a very rewarding stay in the United
States. The great number of visitors we have
had, both from the political and the military
arena, ha given the ship much unique and
valuable exposure. In addition any number of
personal and professional contacts have been
established. This opens up for developing
new areas of collaboration between our two
naval forces in the future,” Captain Lilletvedt
concludes.

Marriage advice
The Norwegian Red Cross has launched
the nation’s first local information
phone service about issues related to
forced marriages. Family Minister Laila
Dåvøy hopes the information hotline
will be of help to both young people and
parents in situations where forced marriages might be a topic or a tradition.
Municipalities warn of budget cuts
Nearly half of all Norwegian municipalities have issued warnings of budget
cuts. The education and social sectors
are the primary areas that will be directly impacted by the potential budget constraints. Norway’s Minister of local government and regional development Erna
Solberg says the municipalities will
have to prioritize better.
Emergency phone calls
Norway’s Directorate for Civil Defense
and Emergency Planning (DCDEP) is
considering using automatic telephone
and computer text messaging techniques
to warn the public during times of crisis.
“We are thinking of having computers
pre-programmed to send out prepared
messages instructing the recipients on
how to react,” said civil defense division
director Ragnar Bø.
Safe banks
For the third consecutive year bank robberies are reported on the decline in
Norway. Only Finland and Icelandwhich had only one robbery the last six
years-have fewer heists in all of Europe.
In Norway, robberies and hold-ups
dropped to 25 for the year 2000, and last
year the number was down to 15..
Oslo stocks take another dive
Share prices have plummeted on the
Oslo Stock Exchange recently with the
exchange’s key index falling to record
lows. At the end of September the index
was at its lowest level since October
1998.
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news
held on July 27 at the Norwegian ambassadorial residence in London.
The Oslo talks also covered issues
related to the implementation of the
ceasefire agreement, among them: the
situation in the high security zones, the
resettlement of internally displaced persons, and the release of detainees.
The parties also discussed reported incidents of LTTE recruitment of cadres
under the age of eighteen, and of abductions. The LTTE agreed to investigate the
issues and take necessary remedial measures.

Sri Lankan Cabinet Minister Milinda Moragoda (right) and LTTE chief negotiator Anton Balasingham (left) met with
among others State Secretary Vidar helgesen in Oslo.

PHOTO: NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Norway plays key role in
Sri Lanka peace talks
Formal peace negotiations between the
Government of Sri Lanka and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
tookplace in Thailand in September.
Norway has played a key role in getting the two sides to agree to meet at
the negotiation table.
In consultations with Thai and Norwegian authorities, the two parties
decided to hold the first round of talks in
Thailand in September. One of the conclusions from the meetings was that the
Tamil Tigers will not be seeking a separate state in northern Sri Lanka.
Norwegian State Secretary Vidar
Helgesen has played the role of mediator
in the conflict. Following the Thailand
talks, he said: “There is still a long way
to go before there is peace. But this start
is promising. Now we hope that the two
parties can increase their confidence in
each other as the process continues.”

Sri Lankan Cabinet Minister Milinda
Moragoda and chief negotiator Anton
Balasingham of the Tamil Tigers met in
Oslo in July to discuss the peace process.
The talks were aimed at ending the Tamil
Tigers’ 19-year insurgency.
Second meeting
Moragoda is seen as a key person in the
Sri Lanka government’s efforts to establish peace with the LTTE (Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam), commonly
known as the Tamil Tigers. His delegation at the Oslo meeting also included
the head of Sri Lanka’s Secretariat of
Peace, Bernard Gunatilake.
The Oslo talks represented the second
direct meeting between the chief negotiator of the LTTE and a Sri Lanka government minister supervising the peace
process. The meeting followed up on the
progress made at the first meeting
between Moragoda and Balasingham,

Constructive
According to Norwegian officials, the
atmosphere at the Oslo meeting was cordial and constructive. The session lasted
two hours, followed by lunch.
While in Oslo, each of the parties also
met with Norwegian Foreign Minister,
Jan Petersen. Petersen commended the
parties for their agreement to start the
peace talks in Thailand, saying it demonstrates that they are working together in a
highly constructive spirit to resolve the
issues and take the peace process forward.
Peace talks are also taking place on
the military level. In early August, military leaders from both sides met on the
Jaffina peninsula in northern Sri Lanka.
They agreed on establishing direct radio
contact
between
the
parties.
State Department Secretary Helgesen,
UN peace envoy Erik Solheim, and
Norway’s ambassador to Sri Lanka Jon
Westborg were also present at the Oslo
meetings.
The struggle of theTamil Tigers for
greater autonomy in Sri Lanka’s north
and east regions has been going on since
1983. More than 64,500 people have
been killed in the 19 years since the fighting began.
“It is a special and touching moment
when two parties that have been at war
with each other for 20 years are able to sit
down and talk,” Mr. Helgesen said.

Foss gives approving nod to OECD report
Finance Minister Per-Kristian Foss has
given a nod of approval to many of the
findings in the new annual survey by the
UN Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which
includes a detailed assessment of the
Norwegian economy.

lowering of the effective retirement age. I
notice that the OECD all in all is positive in
regard to the guidelines for economic policy.”
In some areas the OECD report is critical
of Norwegian economic policy. For instance,
it disapproves of the high level of agricultural subsidies in Norway.

“The Norwegian authorities share many of
the assessments of the Norwegian economy
presented in the report,” says Foss.
“Among other thing, we agree with the
need to maintain a larger, more active workforce by reducing sick leave and reversing the

Complicating oil wealth
This year’s survey contains a chapter on the
effectiveness of Norway’s public spending
programs. The OECD expresses concern that
the growing wealth from offshore oil production will complicate the implementation of
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necessary reforms.
To ensure a more sustainable fiscal policy,
the OECD recommends that Norway consider supplementing the current fiscal deficit rule
with an explicit expenditure rule and the
introduction of multi-annual budgeting.
The OECD also recommends that the private sector should play a larger role in providing public services. This can be done, the
report suggests, by increasing the use of the
principle that the money follows the user.
According to the OECD this will contribute to
an increase in competition and user choice,
and ultimately to higher efficiency.
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Congressional
visit goes polar
Although polar bears never came into
view, a ten-member US Congressional delegation touring Northern Norway last
August deemed their visit a memorable
experience.
The week-long journey took the group,
including
US
congressman
James
Sensenbrenner, Chairman of the House
Committee on Justice, and a number of
staffers from various Capitol Hill offices
from Oslo via Tromsø to the northernmost
parts of Norway. The group also got to see the
island of Svalbard, where they met with
Norwegian polar explorer Monica Kristensen
Solås.
In Kirkenes, the group got a highly
informative presentation of the Norwegian
defense system, including a helicopter trip
along the Russian border and a ride with KV
Svalbard, the only Norwegian coastguard vessel equipped for handling an emergency situation in waters polluted by nuclear waste.
Commenting on the trip, Daniel Diller,
Legislative Director in the office of Senator
Richard Lugar of Indiana, said: ”At every
stop, I learned a great deal and had many
opportunities to engage Norwegians in substantive discussions. As a result of my report,
my office is pursuing a number of initiatives
related to Norway and the Arctic region.”
Dakota Rudesill, National Security
Advisor to Senator Kent Conrad of North
Dakota, echoed Mr. Diller’s praise: “I was
very impressed with Norway. The trip was
extremely informative and enjoyable,” he said.
Arriving in Oslo on August 8, the group
met with a number of Norwegian officials,
including the Storting’s Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs. More meetings took place
in Tromsø, where the group focused on Arctic
collaboration.
Summing up the talks, Wayne Limberg,
Acting Director of the Office for the Analysis
of Russia and Eurasia in the US State
Department, said: “We accomplished all we
had hoped for.”
Direct action has been taken by several
offices after the trip. Norway and the United
States will continue the collaborative efforts
to clear the Kola peninsula of hazardous
nuclear waste material.

James Sensenbrenner (far right) and the rest of the
Congressional delegation traveled some distances by boat.
PHOTO: DANIEL DILLER

A student at the Norwegian Airforce Technical School looks after one of the Norwegian F-16 fighter planes. Six of these
planes will be stationed at the Manas airport in Kyrgyzstan as part of Operation Enduring Freedom.
PHOTO: TORGEIR HAUGAARD / NORWEGIAN DEFENSE

Preparing for take-off
Six Norwegian F-16 fighter planes will
soon be stationed at the Manas airport in
Kyrgyzstan. A group of 132 Norwegian
military personnel is scheduled to take
over the Norwegian presence there when
the Hercules transport plane assigned to
the Kyrgyz Republic ends its mission in
October.
A single Norwegian Hercules plane has been
involved in transporting personnel and equipment into Afghanistan since April, as part of
a multinational unit that includes the
Netherlands and Denmark. The mission will
end for the Norwegian Hercules in October,
when fresh personnel and Norwegian F-16
fighter planes arrive at the airport.
Cold challenge
One of the biggest challenges for the new
arrivals will be the climate. The Hercules
group established itself in barracks and tents
in a sparsely developed area around the
Manas airport. Lieutenant Colonel Clamer
Meltzer, who recently inspected the base,
sees the coming winter weather as a major
challenge.
“I have no qualms about sending the fighter planes over here,” he says, “ but I see some
serious challenges ahead for our people,
especially when winter hits.”

“I have made note of the living conditions
at the base, and I think they will be quite different from what most of these people are
used to. But I’m confident that Norwegians
will manage,” he concludes.
Frequent flyer
The Norwegian contingent is part of the U.S.led Enduring Freedom operation that has
been in place in the area since last fall. So far,
the Norwegian Hercules transport plane and
support personnel have had plenty to do.
Since April the aircraft has been in use five or
six times a week, averaging some 75 hours of
flying time per month. The average flying
time for a Hercules plane in Norway is 40
hours per month.
According to supply coordinator Lise
Kulsli, the cooperation between Norway,
Denmark and the Netherlands has gone well.
The three countries have formed a unit called
European Participating Air Force (EPAF C130). “We support each other and trade parts
and equipment whenever necessary,” Kulsli
says.
Lieutenant Colonel Torgeir Aas has led
the three-nation Air Force unit. According to
the Norwegian defense department homepage, Aas is very happy with the job the
Hercules team has done as part of the
Enduring Freedom operation.
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A GLIMPSE

feature

OF

OLEANA

Pictures, clockwise from above: Berit Høgheim of the Lysøen Foundation held a short speech before Olea Smith (right), Ole Bull’s great-granddaughter and Arve Tellefsen unveiled
a new monument; Arve Tellefsen played Ole Bull into the night; “Ole Olsen” showed the audience what a Norwegian settler might have brought with him from Norway for the long
journey to the United States; Ole Bull expert Paul Engelstad takes a closer looks at one of the tombstones that might commemorate one of the Oleana settlers.

OLE BULL, NORWAY'S FIRST INTERNATIONAL SUPERSTAR HAD A DREAM.
THE ESTEEMED AND CHARISMATIC VIOLINIST WISHED TO CREATE A NEW
HOMELAND FOR HIS COUNTRYMEN IN AMERICA, WHERE THEY COULD COME
TO SEEK THEIR FORTUNE AND MAKE A NEW BEGINNING.

U

nfortunately, Bull's dream of a "New Norway" soon turned into
a nightmare. On a weekend this September, 150 years later,
hundreds gathered in Potter County, PA, to commemorate the
lost utopia.
It all began on September 10th, 1852, when the following statement
appeared in a Potter County, PA, newspaper: "Ole Bull's reputation,
genius and wealth will enable him to [resettle] as many of his countrymen on his new [land] as he may desire; and we therefore look upon
this movement as the most important that has ever occurred in the history of this county."
For Ole Bull, then 42 years of age and without a doubt the most
famous Norwegian in the United States, the article's upbeat mood
echoed his own feelings about what he intended to do here exactly. The
famous violin virtuoso had just purchased 120,000 acres of land in the
county, and he had plans to buy much more as soon as he had the
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money for it. The land would be known as "Oleana" or "New Norway",
and it was to be a place where immigrant countrymen could settle and
thrive, having left their Northern European homeland for the new
world
On the 150th anniversary of Bull's land purchase, a few hundred
people gathered in what is now Pennsylvania's Ole Bull State Park to
commemorate the violinist's attempt to form a Norwegian colony in
the area. Surrounded by its game-filled, dense forest and crystal-clear
rivers, and breathing its clean and crisp air, visitors sitting on wooden
benches and camping chairs listened to tall tales, sad songs and serious lectures about Ole Bull and his broken dreams.
The gathered group of Ole Bull enthusiasts, whether campers or
local inhabitants, was probably a far cry from what the violinist himself had imagined. His was in many ways a rebellion against the inferiority complex Norwegians had long had towards Sweden, to which
Norway was united at the time.
While the lectures, speeches and concerts presented during the
commemoration paid due homage to the man and showed that his legacy is still alive, Ole Bull himself would probably have expected a more
glorious celebration of "Oleana's" sesquicentennial. His dream would
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have placed it in a great concert hall in a great capital of a great
colony, not on a small, outdoor stage in a semi-wilderness.
But Ole Bull's great project never became the success he had hoped
for. The land Bull had purchased , for a price of $10,000, was not in
fact very well suited for agriculture. When the first group of settlers all farmers - arrived in the fall of 1852, they were not at all prepared
for the hardships the densely forested land would present.
Lumberjacks and miners could probably have developed the land, but
none of the settlers had these skills or interests. After a devastating
winter, most of the settlers moved on to the better, greener pastures
available in Minnesota and the Dakotas.
The Ole Bull State Park now has little to remind the public of what
Bull's colony could have been or what it was. Traces of Ole Bull's "castle", located on a hilltop overlooking "New Norway" provides a hint
of what the dreaming violinist had in mind. With the new Bull monument that was unveiled during the commemoration, visitors are now
reminded in more direct ways of what the great showman had in mind
and what actually happened back then, 150 years ago.

F

ew people present at the sesquicentennial celebration will ever
forget the concert that marked the climax of it. Arve Tellefsen,
undoubtedly Norway's most renowned violinist of today, performed some of the songs and violin pieces Ole Bull wrote and that are
still in existence. Accompanied by Tor Espen Aspaas on the piano and
with a narrative by Mari Lyssand, the concert matched perfectly the
troll-like atmosphere of the forested valley of Potter County. As Mary
Hirst, Park Manager of the Ole Bull State Park said: "We are extremely lucky to be able to experience this concert."
Arve Tellefsen knows the music he performed at the concert by
heart. Tellefsen, Norway's most famous violinist for decades now,
knows Ole Bull's music--as one of the speakers during the commemoration put it -"better than almost anybody else." The violinist has
played Bull's songs on several of the late virtuoso's own violins,
including Bull's Stradivarius now in the possession of the Smithsonian Institute. "It was a
fantastic moment when I was able to hold that
violin in my hands," Tellefsen says, "and it
felt even better when I was allowed to play
it."
How was Ole Bull able to convince hundreds of his fellow countrymen to join him in
the dream of a "New Norway"? Part of the
answer lies in the nature of the man himself.
He was born in Bergen in 1810. At the age of
eight he was admitted as an apprentice with
the local orchestra in Bergen, and ten years
later moved to Oslo to pursue a musical
career. He traveled extensively in Europe and
soon became known as one of its greatest talents. Says Dr. Irving Godt, music historian at
the Indiana University of Pennsylvania: "Bull
even outdid his great hero Paganini in many
respects. On one occasion, he played a song
meant as a duet all by himself."
Bull soon became known as much for his
showmanship as for his ability to play the
violin. "One time, he climbed to the top of the
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Cheops pyramid in Egypt and played from what was then the highest
man-made structure in the world," Dr. Irving says. "He was a master at
pleasing his audience in every way."

A

t 6ft 3in, Bull stood tall in any crowd. His good looks and
amazing charisma guaranteed him a full house wherever he
went. Once during a stay in Bergen after the Oleana failure,
the landlady made a good bit of money selling the water Bull had used
to wash in to the women of Bergen. "I have been told that if you want
to understand the magnitude of Bull's fame at the time, you would have
to compare him to someone like Elvis Presley," Mari Lyssand says.
Regrettably, Ole Bull died before Edison invented the gramophone. He was never recorded. More unfortunate still is the fact that
only 10 of his estimated 100 compositions have been preserved. This
leaves much of his performance and musical legacy to the imagination.
Yet the important role Bull played as a political and artistic catalyst
among his contemporaries can never be ignored or destroyed. It was
Bull who in his national-romantic efforts to promote a distinct
Norwegian identity in a country then dominated by Sweden took the
initiative to establish the first Norwegian-speaking theatre in the country, in Bergen, and who went out and recruited a brilliant but struggling playwright from Skien in East Norway to head the theatre. The
young playwright's name was Henrik Ibsen.
Another person who benefited from Bull's musical influence and
wisdom was Edvard Grieg. It was Bull who persuaded Grieg's parents
to send their son to Europe for his musical education, and soon Grieg
came to consider Bull his mentor.
Among the speakers at the sesquicentennial celebrations at the Ole
Bull State Park in Pennsylvania was Mr. Gisle Handeland, governor of
Hordaland County, the region to which the city of Bergen belongs.
Paying his compliments to the great violinist, he said: "Although Ole
Bull's "Oleana" was a failure, it does remind us all to dream of creating a better future."

Tor Espen Aspaas (piano) and Arve Tellefsen (violin)
entertained the many people who had traveled to Potter
county to commemorate Ole Bull’s lost utopia.
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JOHANNESBURG:

PURSUING

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

By Helena Sæle
PRIME MINISTER KJELL MAGNE BONDEVIK
CALLED IT A “HISTORIC” VICTORY WHEN A
NORWEGIAN DELEGATION MANAGED TO PUSH
THROUGH A NEW MEASURE AT THE 10-DAY
JOHANNESBURG SUMMIT HELD IN SEPTEMBER.
THE MEASURE WILL PREVENT ENVIRONMENTAL
PACTS FROM BEING SECONDARY TO WORLD
TRADE ORGANIZATION AGREEMENTS.

N

orway’s Minister of International
Development, Hilde F. Johanson,
expressed her satisfaction at the role
Norway was able to play at the Johannesburg
summit in a speech to a group of European
Union Ambassadors: “For a country our size
to be instrumental in preventing WTO rules
from being given precedence over multilateral agreements on environment and development is awesome,” said Ms. Johanson. “We
do not want a hierarchy of international binding agreements, with WTO given precedence.” Norway has also won praise from
non-governmental international environmental groups. In a recent statement by Steve
Sawer, director for climate and energy issues
at Greenpeace, he said: “The Norwegian
Ministers have given the best performance at
the Johannesburg summit.”
The summit marked the 10th anniversary
of the successful summit in Rio in 1992 and
provided the Norwegian delegation an oppor-
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tunity to promote its proposals for new measures to protect the environment.
However, the Norwegian delegation in
Johannesburg also faced some disappointments. Elation turned to despair when other
oil-producing nations refused to go along
with demands for a new emphasis on the use
of renewable energy sources. Norway was
among those countries pressing for measures
that would require 15 percent of the world’s
energy production to come from renewable
sources such as wind, solar-powered, and
tide-water driven power plants. The defeat of
this proposal was alarming to Norway’s
Minister of the Environment, Børge Brende,
who feared that this could lead to increased
reliance on nuclear power plants. Mr.
Brende, along with Ministers from
Switzerland, New Zealand and the European
Union, had asked for the inclusion of a special clause stating that they do not support
further expansion of nuclear power.
Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik was present for the last several days
of the Johannesburg summit. In a prepared
statement, Mr. Bondevik emphasized that
preventing poverty and retaining the environment is fundamental for all life on earth:
“Sustainable development is about our patterns of production, today and in the future,”
he said. “Poverty and environmental problems are often two sides of the same coin. If
we are to reach our goals of eradicating

poverty and obtaining a clean environment,
we need to see the big picture and pursue sustainable development”, Mr. Bondevik said.
In a speech at the Plenary Session of the
Conference for a World Strategy for
Sustainable Development in August of this
year, Minister Brende stated: “We know that
responsible management of ecosystems and a
sustainable biodiversity is crucial both in the
short run and long term; they are our ultimate
sources of food, water and shelter. We know
that a loss of biodiversity will undermine the
potential for poverty eradication and sustainable development. Now is the time to take
real action and change the trend. We must be
ambitious and concrete. We must confirm our
commitment to putting measures in place to
stop the loss of biodiversity by 2010. We must
be specific as to how we are going to reach
this goal, and we must monitor the achievements closely.”

T

he underlying cause of the loss of biological diversity is the explosive
growth in the human population, now
at 6 billion but expected to double once again
by the year 2050. Humans already consumes
nearly half of all the food, crops, medicinal
and other useful contributions produced by
the Earth’s organisms, and more than 1 billion
people on Earth still lack adequate supplies of
fresh water. Yet the problem is not in the sheer
numbers; it has to do with the unequal distri-
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Facing page: Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik was persuaded to join a Zulu tribe in dancing by the Ubuntu exhibition area at the Johannesburg summit. Photo:
LARS M. HJORTHOL/SCANPIX This page: Dr Gro Harlem Bruntland, Director General of the World Health Organization announces a new global initiative on healthy enviroments for children at the World Summit. On right is South African Minister of Health Dr. Manto Tshabalala Msimang. PHOTO: AP PHOTO/COBUS BODENSTEIN

bution and consumption of resources and
other forms of wealth on the planet.
At this year’s World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg,
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan addressed
the opening session and expressed the hope
that the 2002 summit would usher in a new
era of responsibility, partnership and involvement. “Let us face the uncomfortable truth,”
Mr. Annan Said. “The model of development
we are accustomed to has been fruitful for the
few, but flawed for the many. A path to prosperity that ravages the environment and
leaves a majority of humankind behind in
squalor will soon prove to be a dead-end road
for everyone.”
In the wake of the World Summit for
Sustainable Development, Norway is now
more determined than ever to make environmental concerns an international priority.
Norway made significant contributions to the
summit and continues to develop its groundbreaking environmental policies.
The
Norwegian Government will soon draw up a
national plan of action in response to the
Johannesburg summit.
Prime Minister
Bondevik announced in Johannesburg that
Norway would pledge a contribution of $ 50
million in support of
the Plan of
Implementation adopted at the World Summit
for use in the various WEHAB areas. This
funding will be in addition to what Norway
already provides for these areas.
A report on Norway’s National Strategy
for Sustainable Development, published by
the Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in connection with the Johannesburg

summit states that “the overriding objective
for Norway and the international community
is to make development ecologically, economically, and socially sustainable. The basis
for continued utilization of nature and natural
resources must be maintained. Within these
constraints we will promote stable, healthy
economic development and a society with a
high quality of life, and we will play a part in
helping the poor people of the world to
achieve material welfare and higher quality of
life”.

S

everal other European countries have
also announced that they will increase
their assistance to developing counties.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair has stated
that his country will double its assistance to
Africa and increase its overall assistance
budget by 50 percent. French President
Jacques Chirac has said that he anticipates
France’s assistance program to reach 0.7 percent of its gross national product within 10
years. And Germany’s Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder has confirmed thatGermany will
contribute 500 million Euros to promote
cooperation on renewable sources of energy.
Norway has a history of taking creative
initiatives and formulating groundbreaking
environmental policies. It was the first
Western industrial country to ratify the socalled Kyoto Protocol on Reductions in
Emissions of Greenhouse Gasses—the ratification took place this past May. At the signing, the current Minister of the Environment,
Børge Brende, said: “This is a very important
moment. Global climate changes are the

largest environmental threat to our planet in
this century. By being one of the first industrialized countries in the world to ratify the
Kyoto Protocol, we signal the seriousness we
attach to this problem and promise to do our
share to solve it.” Norway has recently taken
special measures to ensure that the Arctic
regions are protected.
The so-called
Svalbard Environmental Protection Act was
put in effect by the Storting this past July and
outlines the new and stricter guidelines for
the protection of Svalbard’s natural environment.
Already in 1981 the Norwegian government made clear its commitment to the
preservation and protection of the natural
environment by appointing Dr. Gro Harlem
Brundtland as the world’s first Minister of the
Environment. Throughout her distinguished
political career, Dr. Brundtland has developed
a growing concern for environmental issues
of global significance. In 1983 the then
United Nations Secretary-General invited her
to organize and chair the new World
Commission
on
Environment
and
Development. The Commission, which is best
known for developing a broader political
concept of sustainable development, published its report Our Common Future, commonly referred to as the Brundtland Report, in
April of 1987. The Commission’s report ultimately led to the establishment of the socalled Earth Summit—first held in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992. Norway has ever since made
it a goal to push for stronger measures to protect the globe’s environment and secure sustainable development.
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Coucherons debut in style
17-year old violinist David Coucheron and
his younger sister, 15-year old pianist Julie,
recently produced a CD demo for their
personal use. The CEO of the American
record company Naxos has now got hold of
it and is launching the Coucheron siblings’
first album, “Debut”, in 130 countries.
The Coucheron kids’ album consists of classical romantic pieces by Bazzini, Svendsen,
Chopin,
Liszt,
Paganini,
Millstein,
Wieniawski, Grieg and Waxman. “I feel the
pieces we selected have a wide and varied
appeal, and as a result the music will hopefully reach a broad audience,” says David.
The Coucheron siblings appear to please the
critics -- they are already receiving lavish
reviews from music critics.
David has played the violin since he was
three years old. He is currently attending the
Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, but
is considering going on to Juliard, USA’s

most prestigious performing arts shcool,
for an M.A in music. “I enjoy music; it
has become the focus of my life,” says
David. His younger sister Julia has
played the piano since the age of four.
She has studied with several renowned
teachers such as Ruth Patey and Einar
Steen-Nøkkleberg. Both David and Julia
have performed throughout Europe and
the United States.
David reports that it was actually the
Norwegian Embassy in Washington that
got him and his sister started on the
record deal. The Embassy had invited
them to play at Norway House in Park
PHOTO: CF WESENBERG
City during the 2002 Winter Olympics. Julie and David Coucheron.
“That invitation gave Julie and me the performance breathtaking. As a result, DnB is
opportunity to perform for royalty, Olympic now the financial sponsor of the Coucherons’
officials, athletes and the Games’ sponsors” “Debut” album. “We are very grateful for the
says David. They were introduced to Jacob opportunity to make this CD, and enjoyed the
Lund, Marketing and Sponsorship Manager process a lot. I am looking forward to future
for the Norwegian bank DnB, who found their recordings,” adds David.

FOOD:

Stir-Fried Norwegian Cod with Vegetables in a
Chinese Black Bean, Cashew & Ginger Sauce
12 portions
3 lbs. Norwegian Cod
Chunks
6 red or green sweet peppers
4 onions
1-1 ½ lbs. mushrooms
1-1 ½ lbs. snow peas
½ cup canola oil
6 tbs. pickled ginger, shredded
2 tbs. vinegar from the pickled ginger
¾ cups crushed cashews,
unsalted

10

Sauce Mixture
¾ cup Chinese black bean
sauce
7 ½ tsp. sesame oil
¼ cup soy sauce
¼ cup sugar
2 tbs. cornstarch
1- ½ cups water

M

ix the black bean sauce, sesame oil, soy sauce, sugar, cornstarch and water. Slice peepers, mushrooms and onions into
large chunks. Heat oil in a work. Stir-fry the peppers,
onions and mushrooms for one minute. Add the Norwegian Cod
chunks. Stir-fry for 2-3 minutes. Add the sauce mixture and the
snow peas. Cover and cook for 1 to 2 minutes, until the fish is done
and the sauce has thickened. Stir in the pickled ginger, along with its
liquid, and the cashews. Serve as it is, or over rice.
Source: NSEC
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events
calendarofe
EAST COAST

MIDWEST

MUSIC

EXHIBITS

Nordic Dancers of Washington
DC, Silver Spring, MD
When: Every Wednesday
Where:
Highland
View
Elementary School
Info: (301) 864-1596 or by e-mail
ckalke@erols.com

“The Land, the Path, the
Stitches” in Decorah, Iowa
Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum combines works by fiber
artist Kelly Frigård and pieces by
Decorah-area high school students in a special exhibit of visual
interpretations of the histories of
courageous immigrant families
who left Scandinavia and other
homelands for new lives in
America.
When: Open until May 4, 2003
Where: Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum, 502 Water St.,
Decorah, IA
Info: For further details, call (563)
382-9681 or e-mail www.vesterheim.org

MISCELLANEOUS
Norwegian Language Classes,
Boston, MA
A ten-week session of Norwegian
language classes will be offered
by Norumbega Lodge #506, Sons
of Norway, Boston, MA, starting
September 30, 2002.
Where: Union Church in Waban,
14 Collins Road.
When: Starting September 30
Info: Call (508) 758-7849 for more
information or visit www.norumbega3506.org

Norwegian Language Classes,
VA
The Fairfax Public School Adult
and
Community
Education
Program offers a class on
Norwegian for travelers
When: Starting September 30
Info: To register please call (703)
227-2377

Scandinavian Christmas
Bazaar, Old Bridge, N.J.
Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar
with Scandinavian imported foods
and gift items, dining area, and
much more.
Where: Old Bridge Community
Center, 1 Old Bridge Plaza (RT
561), N.J.
When: November 23 and 24, 10
AM to 5 PM
Info: Contact Helen Sjursen at
(908) 889-9362

Telespringar
/
Norwegian
Couples’ Dance, Brookline, MA
Live music on Hardanger fiddle by
Toby Weinberg. Admission $6.00
Where: Church of Our Savior, 25
Monmouth Street, Brookline, MA
When: Second Saturday of each
month from 8 pm - 11 pm
Info: Call David Golber at (617)
661 3670

MISCELLANEOUS
Open Houses at Mindekirken,
Minneapolis
When and What:
Tuesday October 1at 11 am,
Sigrun Garfors Art Exhibit
Opening, Jens Dale’s slide presentation, “Fjords & Forests”
Tuesday, October 8 at 11:00 am,
Grieg’s German Songs with Mary
Kirchner and Elizabeth Woolner
Tuesday, October 15 at 11 am,
Guest speaker, Torgeir Havgar
returns from Norway
Tuesday, October 22 at 11 am,
Sabine
Krantz
performing
Norwegian folk songs
Tuesday, October 29 at 11 am,
David Rokke’s visual presentation
of “Norway’s Island Kingdom”
Where: Norwegian Lutheran
Memorial Church - Mindekirken at East Franklin Avenue and 10th
Ave. S.
Info: www.mindekirken.org, tel.
(612) 874-0716

Vikings: The North Atlantic
Saga Exhibit in St. Paul,
Minnesota
Since its opening at the
Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of Natural History in
April, 2000, Vikings has toured the
United States and Canada. St.
Paul will be its last North American
stop. Featuring nearly 300 rare
artifacts from museums and collectors worldwide, the exhibit
seeks to shed light on the west-

ward expansion of a people most
often regarded as blood-thirsting
warriors. The exhibit tells the story
of the Vikings’ arrival in North
America some 500 years before
Columbus. The Science Museum
will also present The Viking
Village, a special area that
includes hands-on Viking-related
activities, crafts, demonstrations,
and storytelling.
When: November 23, 2002 - May
18, 2003
Where: U.S. Bank Great Hall on
level 4 at the Science Museum of
Minnesota, 120 West Kellogg
Boulevard, St. Paul, MN
Info: For ticket information and
other questions, call (651) 2219444 or visit www.smm.org
Classes and seminars
Fall Classes at Vesterheim
Norwegian American Museum
in Decorah, Ia
When and What:
September 14-15: Spoon Carving
and /or Kolrosing with Judy Ritger
September 20-22: Telemark
Rosemaling, Lettering & Scenes
with Jean Giese
September 20-22: Beginning and
Intermediate Figure Carving with
Becky Lusk
September 23-27: Intermediate
Valdres Rosemaling with Sara
Tollefson
November 1-3: Beginning and
Intermediate Santa Caricature
Carving with Gerald Ekern
November 8-9: Monk’s Belt Table
Runner with Carol Dahms
Where: Vesterheim Norwegian
American Museum, 502 W. Water
St, Decorah, IA
Info: For more information, contact Angie Reynolds by e-mail at
classes@vesterheim.org or by
phone at 563-382-9881. Or visit
website at www.vesterheim.org
for class additions and updates.

WEST COAST
The Dream of America, Seattle,
WA
The Dream of America, an interactive walking tour that traces a
Nordic immigrant’s journey from
Scandinavia to Ellis Island and on
to the American frontier.
Where: The Nordic Heritage
Museum, 3014 NW 67th Street,

Seattle, WA 98117
When: Tuesday - Saturday 10 am
to 4 pm. Admission: $4 adults, $3
seniors, $2 students K-12, children under 5 free
Info: Call (206) 789-5707 or email www.nordicmuseum.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Halloween Trolls, Seattle, WA
Hey kids, ride your broomstick
over to the Nordic Heritage
Museum for a ghoulishly fun-filled
troll hour as we put a
Scandinavian twist on Halloween!
Where: Nordic Heritage Museum,
3014 N.W 67th Street Seattle, WA
98117
When: Saturday, October 26th;
10AM –11 AM (reservations
required by Oct. 23)
Info: for more information and
reservations call (206) 789-5707
Scandinavian Cooking Class,
Seattle, WA
Learn about Scandinavian cuisine
at the Nordic Cuisine Workshop
held at the Nordic Heritage
Museum
Where: Nordic Heritage Museum,
3014 N.W 67th Street Seattle, WA
98117
When: Saturday, October 19,
2002
Info: Marietta Ronnestad (425)
392-5806
The
Norwegian
Seamen’s
Church in Los Angeles/San
Pedro, CA
Norwegian
Church
Service
(Gudstjeneste) followed by coffee
and cookies.
Where: The Norwegian Seamen’s
Church, 1035 South Beacon
Street in San Pedro
When: Every Sunday at 11 am
Info: Tel (310) 832 6800 or
www.sjomannskirken.no
Sissel: “Goodness of Music”
five city tour, San Fransisco, CA
Magnetic female vocalist Sissel
embarks on her first US tour
Where: San Fransisco, October
12; Chicago, October 14;
Birmingham, October 15; Boston,
October 17; Washington, DC,
October 18
PLEASE
FOR

CHECK WWW.NORWAY.ORG

COMPLETE

AND

CONTINOUS

UPDATES.
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editorial

A Challenge to the UN Security Council

T

his editorial may be outdated by the
time you read it, but hopefully not its
point. At the time of writing the world
is waiting for a resolution to the latest Iraqi
crisis. Saddam Hussein has told the UN that
he will now allow UN weapons inspectors
back into the country, but the world is not
convinced that he will stand by his word.
Norway has held a seat on the UN’s
Security Council since January 1, 2001, and
will remain a member for the rest of the current year. One of Norway’s roles on the
Council is to head the Iraq Sanctions
Committee. According to Security Council
resolutions, the sanctions which were implemented in 1990 as a result of Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait may only be lifted when Iraq
has no stockpiles of chemical, biological or
nuclear weapons.
The main purpose of the sanctions against
Iraq is to ensure that Saddam Hussein collaborates with the UN by allowing its weapon
inspectors back into the country. The official
Norwegian position regarding the sanctions is
that until they can be lifted, it is crucial that

they be targeted on the Iraqi regime and not
the civilian population.
The Security Council will have to decide
what further actions to pursue against Iraq
before the end of 2002. This means that
Norway, still a member of the council, will
have an important role to play in resolving the
conflict.
In Norway’s view, any action against Iraq
must be rooted in decisions by the UN.
Moreover, as Norway’s Prime Minister Kjell
Magne Bondevik has stated on several occasions over the last few weeks, military means
should only be pursued after all other avenues
have been exhausted. At the time of this writing, the possibility of a peaceful solution is
still present. But it all depends on Iraq. It is up
to its leaders to prove that Iraq does not possess any weapons of mass destruction.

Operation Enduring Freedom. F-16 fighter
aircrafts from the Norwegian Airforce are currently being deployed to Kyrgyzstan as part of
the campaign against Taliban and Al Qaida.
At the same time Norway is working to
promote social development, economic
growth and human rights. This commitment
may be our strongest resolve in the fight
against poverty and injustice, as well as in the
long-term struggle to eradicate terrorism.
In a recent speech in the UN, Prime
Minister Bondevik spelled out one of
Norway’s main priorities at the moment: “We
must use the full spectre of means and measures to secure democracy and opportunity for
every person on this planet. Only then can we
hope to create a world in which there will be
no more horrendous acts of violence, extreme
aggression and terrorism.”

N

orway is committed to working with
other nations to eliminate threats from
terrorists as well as from weapons of
mass destruction. Norwegian military personell has for a long time taken an active part in
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