ISSN: 0028-9272

newsofNorway

O c t o b e r

no.

5/03

Issued by the Royal Norwegian Embassy, 2720 34th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008-2714

Vol.60

Is it time to

change
the picture
Norwegian public diplomacy /6-7

?

newsofNorway / 5·03

news

In Brief...
New oil
Norwegian oil producer Statoil has
made what appears to be the first major
strike of oil in the North Sea in ten years.
A possible enormous strike of oil was
made in the Ellida field outside
Trondheim in August, and Statoil is now
conducting further tests to see if the
news is indeed as good as it appears to
be.
Celebration at sea
Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik
and Foreign Minister Jan Petersen were
among the many distinguished guests
when the Norwegian Seamen’s Church
in New York celebrated its 125th
anniversary at a festive dinner cruise on
the Hudson River on September 20th.
“Many people in Norway have a distant
relationship to the church,” Bondevik
said at the cruise, “but when they travel
abroad, a lot of them establish a close
relationship with the Seamen’s Church.”
New Internet portal
The Internet image of Norway is about
to change. By June 2004, every one of
Norway’s Foreign Service missions will
have a new website. Her Majesty Queen
Sonja launched the first of 85 new
Internet portals in São Paulo on October
8th during a state visit to Brazil. The
homepage of the Royal Norwegian
Embassy in Washington, D.C. at
www.norway.org will also be included
in the Norway Portal.
Lindh murder shock
Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik was deeply shocked to learn
about the brutal murder of Swedish
Foreign Minister Anna Lindh. “This is
an attack on open societies,” Bondevik
said. Lindh was shopping with a friend
on September 10 when she was brutally
attacked and stabbed several times. She
died following several hours of surgery.
Interesting cut
Svein Gjedrem, Norway’s Central Bank
governor, has yet again reduced the
national interest rate. The current rate is
now 2.5 percent, the lowest rate
Norwegians have seen since the 1950s.
The cut seems, however, to be the last
one for now because the Central Bank
believes the interest rate has been stabilized at the wanted level.

Front page: Vikings are part of the traditional image
of Norway - an image that has been the subject of
much public debate during recent months. Read the
story on pages six and seven for an introduction to
this debate. PHOTO: SCANPIX
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Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Elie Wiesel sat at the end of the table
when almost 20 heads of state participated in a debate on terrorism. PHOTO: RICHARD DREW/AP

Rooting out terrorism
Nearly 20 heads of state joined hosts
Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Elie Wiesel at a conference in New York on
September 22 to discuss the fight against
terrorism. “We shall prevail,” Bondevik
assured his distinguished audience.
Each year, as the U.N. General Assembly
opens at its headquarters in New York, the
city experiences a mass invasion of heads of
state and other high-ranking officials. One
day before the Assembly opened for the 58th
time, Mr. Bondevik and Professor Wiesel
invited world leaders to attend a discussion
on the roots of terrorism and how best to
fight it.
“It is important for the fight against terror
that we are able to have these discussions,”
the Prime Minister told News of Norway.
“People will have many different opinions
during such discussions. I think Norway can
play an important role as a bridge-builder,” he
added.
“We are a small country with no ambitions
of becoming big and powerful. We have quite
a bit of experience when it comes to conflict
resolution, and I think we have obtained quite
a bit of trust among other world leaders,” he
said.
Among the leaders who accepted the invitation to the conference were French Prime
Minister Jacques Chirac, Spanish Prime
Minister José Maria Aznar, Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf and Afghani
President Hamid Karzai.
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan opened the conference only a few
hours after the second attack on the U.N.
building in Baghdad.
“If we are to fight terrorism effectively,”
he said, “we need more debate and not less.

We must use our heads, not our hearts, when
dealing with this threat.”
During his opening remarks, Mr.
Bondevik, who chaired the conference together with Professor Wiesel, emphasized that
although much had been done to prevent further terrorist acts, there was still a long way to
go.
“The victims of terror as well as future
generations deserve nothing less than our
total commitment in fighting terrorism,” he
said, and offered three suggestions to efforts
that could be made by world leaders: teaching
tolerance, not hate, to children; making sure
that religious leaders are guided by compassion and respect; and making sure that governments satisfy the needs and rights of their
citizens.
French President Jacques Chirac, noting
that exactly ten years had passed since the
signing of the Oslo agreement, focused especially on the Middle East in his speech.
“Once the cradle of great cultures and glorious civilizations,” he said, “today it is
uncertain of its pace and role. Domestic and
international crises are having a profoundly
unsettling impact on its populations. We must
stand by these peoples,” he said.
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Professor Elie
Wiesel said that his “built-in warning system”
was telling him that humanity is in danger.
“Today, every city can become the front
line, every street a battlefield, every person a
corpse,” he noted, although he did end his
speech on a positive note.
Quoting “that great writer Andre
Malraux,” Wiesel noted that ““Victory
belongs to those who made war without loving it.” I don’t love the war on terrorism, but
I’m willing to fight it. Our children’s futures
are at stake.”
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Game over for Norway
A goal by Abby Wambach in the 25th
minute was enough for the American
team in the soccer World Cup for women
to advance from the quarterfinals.
Norway’s national team had to watch the
rest of the tournament as spectators.
“We would have loved to participate in
the rest of the cup, and I really felt that I
had trained the girls to their maximum,”
coach Åge Steen told Norwegian newspaper VG after the game.
“We fought well, but I’ve never before
seen the American team so well organized
defensively,” he continued.
Although he was disappointed by the
end result, he was happy with his team.
“They really fought out there, but we
just weren’t good enough. We can’t perform magic tricks,” he said.
Norway's Solveig Gulbrandsen (left) was one head higher than
The defeat could have been twice as big her French counterpart at the World Cup's opening match on
had it not been for a fantastic save by September 20.
Norway’s goalie Bente Nordby. The American a goalie that was just fantastic. We couldn’t
team was given a penalty kick in the second have gotten a better start,” she told News of
half, but Nordby somehow managed to save Norway.
Mia Hamm’s powerful strike.
The game against Brazil four days later put
The Norwegian team played three games Mellgren and the other players right back on
in the World Cup before the quarterfinals the ground when the Norwegians lost 4-1. In
against the defending champions. The opening the last game of the group stages Norway
match against France on September 20 gave a impressed with a decisive 7-1 victory over
flying start for the Norwegians when they South Korea.
The six points from three games was not
scored twice without any retaliation.
Dagny Mellgren, who was voted the best enough to top Group B, however, and the
player of that game by FIFA officials, was also Norwegians therefore had to face the winners
happy with the performance.
of Group A: The USA. The Americans went
“This gave us the confidence we needed. on to win the bronze medal, while Germany
We managed to keep our composure when the could call themselves World Champions on
other team put on a lot of pressure, and we had October 12 after defeating Sweden 2 – 1.

Towards bilateral research
In spite of the long and rich traditions for
co-operation between the U.S. and Norway
in the fields of education and research, no
bilateral agreement on research currently
exists between the two governments.
Minister of Education and Research
Kristin Clemet wants to do something
about that.
In recent meetings with representatives
from the White House and the U.S.
Department of State, Ms. Clemet made an initial attempt to change this, by expressing
Norway’s interest in negotiating a bilateral
umbrella agreement in the area of science and
technology.
“The United States is without comparison
the most important single country for bilateral
contacts in my area of responsibility,” she
said.
“In view of recent developments, there is a
need to revitalize and give renewed strength to
our relations with North American research
and higher education.”
Clemet visited Washington, D.C. this
month to attend the October 6 Transatlantic
University Summit, hosted by the Norwegian

Research & Technology Forum in the U.S.
and Canada, under the auspices of the Royal
Norwegian Embassy.
The summit gathered leading specialists
from nationally and internationally recognized
Norwegian, American and Canadian research
institutions, industry and government.
“As a key element in Norway’s attempt to
strengthen and revitalize relations with North
America in the fields of research and education, my ministry is putting an increased
emphasis on bilateral cooperation between
Norway and the U.S., and increasing its funding for this purpose through the Research
Council of Norway,” Ms. Clemet said in her
address to the summit.
“If the U.S. State Department is positive to
the proposed bilateral agreement on research
cooperation, we intend to work systematically with our American counterparts to make
the agreement a useful instrument for fostering stronger relationships, and as a basis for
exchanges and networks,” she continued,
adding that the U.S. government’s initial
response to the initiative had been very positive.
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In Brief...
Protecting Svalbard
The Norwegian Government has established five new protected areas on the
Arctic archipelago of Svalbard. The new
protected areas cover a total area of
4.449 square kilometres, or 8 percent of
Svalbard’s land area. This is the most
extensive establishment of protected
areas in Norway since 1973, when the
original five large protected areas of
Svalbard were established. Although the
original protected areas already cover 57
percent of Svalbard, they do not include
the most biologically important tundra
areas of the archipelago.
Price war in for landing
As the Oslo airport of Gardermoen was
celebrating its fifth anniversary this fall,
a price war on flight tickets was really
heating up. Newcomer Nordic Airlink
announced one-way fares between Oslo
and Stockholm at NOK 249 (USD 36),
well below the lowest fares currently
offered by SAS, the main contender on
the market. A spokesperson from SAS
said that the airliner took the competition seriously, but that SAS could offer
customers more than the newcomer.
Dear salmon
Salmon prices are picking up again after
a long period of stagnation and downward market trends. In early October,
the average export price for Norwegian
salmon hit NOK 22.21 per kilogram
(USD 3.17). The prices hit bottom in
July, when an average kilogram of
salmon was exported at a price of just
NOK 17.46 (USD 2.49)
Observing Lofoten
The British newspaper The Observer has
fallen in love with Norway’s Lofoten
islands. Hailing them as the second most
beautiful islands in the world, the paper
writes that “their purple mountains and
green meadows, bright fishing boats and
rust-red cottages on stilts are mirrored in
the Caribbean-blue sea.”
Keep the passport
Some time ago U.S. authorities decided
that people from a number of countries
traveling to the USA for general business or tourist purposes would be
required to have either a visa or a
machine-readable passport as of
October 1, 2003. This date has been
moved forward to October 26, 2004.
People traveling to the USA after this
date will have to have a visa or a
machine-readable passport.
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Become an explorer
Ann Bancroft and Liv
Arnesen pulling away
from base camp during
one of their previous
PHOTO:
expeditions.
YOUREPXPEDITION.COM

Have you ever read about the explorers of
the Arctic North and thought to yourself: “I
could do that?” If you have, here’s your
chance to prove yourself. South Pole
explorers Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft
are going on a 15-day skiing trip in April,
and you’re invited.
Bancroft and Arnesen are prime examples
of where a Norwegian-American collaboration can lead. In February 2001, the two made
history when they became the first women
ever to ski across Antarctica’s landmass. It
was a dream come true for both of them.
This April, the two women will lead an
expedition through the mountains and glaciers
of Spitsbergen, the largest of the islands that
constitute Svalbard. There are currently 15 to
18 spots available to the public.
“But this is not for everyone,” warns Bob
Swan of Borton Overseas, a travel agency that
specializes in arctic expeditions.
“It is not enough to be the type that goes

for one or two cross-country trips a year. In
order to take part in this expedition, you need
to have a certain level of experience and physical capability.”
To qualify, applicants must present a certificate of good health from their physicians.
Swan expects most of the applications to come
from people between the ages of 45 and 55.
“That’s the age bracket where we expect to
find the people with the right age and background. It’s also where we expect to find people who have the time and money to do something like this,” he says.
Obviously, making this dream come true
will be costly. The organizers will supply
sleds, food, tents and cooking equipment, but
participants will have to cover other costs.
Bob Swan cannot say exactly what the bottom
line will be, as all the details are yet to be
determined.
“It will no doubt be worth it, though,” he
says, adding:

Ebadi wins Nobel Prize
Ever since she was forced to resign as a judge
after the Islamic revolution in Iran, Shirin
Ebadi has fought for the rights of women and
children in the Middle Eastern country. On
October 10, she was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize by the Norwegian Nobel Committee.
Norwegian Prime Minister, Kjell Magne
Bondevik, was quick to offer his wholehearted congratulations.
“In awarding this year’s Peace Prize to
Shirin Ebadi, the Norwegian Nobel
Committee has its finger on the world’s pulse.
The award is an important recognition of a
courageous and highly respected Muslim
woman and defender of human rights,” the
Prime Minister said.
The U.S. Department of State echoed Mr.
Bondevik’s praise of Shirin Ebadi in a press
release:
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“The United
States applauds
the decision of
the Norwegian
N o b e l
PHOTO: SCANPIX
Committee to The 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winaward the Nobel ner, Shirin Ebadi, will receive her
Peace Prize to award on December 10 in Oslo.
Iranian democracy and human rights activist,
Shirin Ebadi,” the statement read.
In a press release, the Norwegian Nobel
Committee emphasizes Ebadi’s courage:
“As a lawyer, judge, lecturer, writer and
activist, she has stood up as a sound professional, a courageous person, and has never
heeded the threats to her own safety.”
Ms. Ebadi is both the first Iranian and the
first Muslim woman to win the Peace Prize in
its 102-year history.

“I mean, how often do you get a chance to
do something like this?”
The journey is part of Bancroft and
Arnesen’s training for a future major expedition together. The group will follow a routing
through North East Spitsbergen, with snow
and weather conditions dictating the course to
be followed each day.
After two weeks of skiing, the group will
end the expedition on Svalbard, a Norwegian
territory since 1920, on May 10th.
Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft, both former schoolteachers, have been collaborating
on several projects since they crossed the continent of Antarctica in 2001. During the expedition, they received tens of thousands of messages from people all over the world who followed their voyage via a Web site.
Based on this enormous interest, the two
women founded Bancroft Arnesen Explore so
that they could share stories of inspiration,
dreams and exploration with others.

Local elections
All three parties in the Norwegian coalition
government experienced reduced support in
the local elections on September 15. The
main winners were the Socialist Left party
and the right-wing Progress Party.
The local elections have no direct effect on
the sitting members of parliament, who are
chosen in the national elections every four
years. The next national elections will be
held in 2005.
Voter turnout at this year’s local elections
was 58 percent, a disappointingly low number by Norwegian standards. In fact, this
year’s low turnout was the worst in
Norwegian
history.
The
Christian
Democratic Party, to which Prime Minister
Kjell Magne Bondevik belongs, received
around half the votes it got in the national
elections two years ago.

news

Turbo tattoo
They may not be everybody’s cup of tea,
but the rock band Turbonegro is still one of
the biggest things from Norway to hit
American shores since the Vikings. This
fall, they toured the United States and
Canada for the fifth time.
Rolling Stone Magazine describes the
group’s focus as “trashy, hedonistic, decadent
fun” and hails their 1998 album Apocalypse
Dudes as “one of the best rock albums made
in the 1990s.” No wonder expectations were
high before the band appeared on the Black
Cat stage in Washington, D.C. for the first of
22 concerts on their tour of the United States
and Canada.
“This is our fifth time to the country, but
we’ve never been to D.C. before,” singer
Hans Erik Dybvik Husby told News of
Norway before the concert.
“So we’re about as excited as the crowd, I
think,” he added.
Maybe not as excited as Alec Budd,
though. The Black Cat bartender, originally
from Indiana, loves the Norwegian band more
than most people – and he has the tattoo to
prove it.
“I actually know of five others in
Washington who have this tattoo,” he says
about his there-for-a-lifetime symbol of
appreciation for the rock’n’roll phenomenon.
Budd heard of Turbonegro when he was
working at a record store in D.C. When he listened to their 1998 album Apocalypse Dudes,
he felt a “kinship” to the band strong enough
to make him visit a tattoo parlor three days
later.
“They’re a package,” he says, “a perfect
combination of music and image. I guess
that’s why they have so many followers.”
Their fall tour of North America was consistently well-attended and often sold out.
“In San Fransisco, the tickets were gone
two hours after they opened for sale,” manager Morten Andreassen told News of Norway.
In response to the enormous interest, the
band held two concerts per night both in San
Fransisco and in Austin. For a Norwegian
band, it is unusual to experience such levels
of popularity.
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Hanna Bjørnstad, the
Norwegian representative
at the ChildArt Festival
held at the National Mall in
Washington,
D.C.
in
September. Her self-portrait was the winning entry
in the national championship for children’s art in
Norway held last year.

Children remember 9/11
A young Norwegian artist represented her
country on Children’s Peace Day at The
National Mall in Washington, D.C. on
September 11. Paintings by children from
more than 50 nations showed that the horrible events two years earlier left no child
untouched.
The paintings and drawings on display at
the Mall were all winning entries in the Arts
Olympiad for children, organized every four
years by the International Child Art
Foundation (ICAF). In addition to the 50
national winners, the exhibition also showed
the winning contributions from 30 U.S. states.
“We recon that around one million pieces
were submitted for the Olympiad,” says Marita
Starr, the press coordinator for the event.
Starr, a Norwegian student at the London
School of Economics in London, volunteered
to put in seven weeks of her summer to help
ICAF organize the event. She is not in doubt
that it was worth all the hard work.
“It is so rewarding to work with children,”
she says, “and I am especially happy to see all

the optimism they show in their art.”
The Norwegian contribution to the exhibition came from 10-year-old Hanna Bjørnstad,
who won the national competition in Norway.
Her work, a portrait of herself holding a globe,
was made with chalk and took around 9 hours
to complete.
“I wanted to show that the children around
the world are the ones who can create a better
future,” she said.
Bjørnstad, who was nine when she made
her drawing, was able to attend the exhibition
together with her mother Heidi.
“At first we didn’t think we would be able
to get them here,” says Marita Starr, “but then
we were able to sell parts of the publication
rights from our web pages to the Norwegian
Learning Center, and this gave us the funds to
fly them over.”
ICAF is the world’s only international
umbrella organization promoting children’s
art. It focuses mainly on children aged 8-12
because “they face the risk of diminishing creativity,” according to an ICAF statement.

More aid from Norway

Turbonegro, represented here by singer Hans Erik
Dybvik Husby and bassist Thomas Selzter at the Black
Cat concert on September 12, recently won the coveted
"Spirit of Independence" prize at this year’s Kerrang!
Awards. “Many perceive it as the ultimate award - the
rock equivalent to the Oscar," Seltzer noted happily.

For several years, the Norwegian
Government’s has aimed to spend one percent
of its Gross National Income (GNI) on development assistance. In the budget proposal for
2004, that goal came one step closer when the
funding for such efforts was increased to
NOK 15 billion (USD 2.1 billion), 0.94 percent of GNI.
Among the projects where Norway is
involved is the relieving of the drought in the
Horn of Africa, where approximately 13 mil-

lion people will be affected next year. Norway
has so far contributed NOK 300 million (USD
43 million) to efforts to alleviate the situation.
“At the same time as providing considerable humanitarian aid, we are also giving high
priority to efforts to find long-term solutions
and prevent food crises by increasing food
production, improving distribution and
strengthening primary health services,” said
Hilde F. Johnson, the Norwegian Minister of
International Development.
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The

essence

of Norway?
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Yes, we love this country - the land of the midnight sun, the fjords, the mountain peaks – the oil, the fish and forests
deep. Design and peace. Trolls and welfare. Ibsen and humanitarian efforts. And whales? And black metal music?
by Birgitte Hygen
lease take a minute to consider the following question: What is
Norway? What are the Norwegian values? How is this country
portrayed abroad? Is Norway pictured in a way that will make the
country remembered in a positive way?
“In my travels around the U.S., I meet a lot of people who provide
me with several different views on Norway and ‘Norwegianness,’”
says Knut Vollebaek, Norway’s Ambassador to the United States.
“They have an impressive knowledge of Norwegian history and traditions. Our challenge is to show that Norway is more than bunads,
trolls, lutefisk and lefse.”
According to the Foreign Policy Center in London, what Norway
needs is a clear identity, a clear message to the outside world describing what Norway is all about. As part of a joint project with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the University of Oslo, the Center
recently released its report Norwegian Public Diplomacy. The Center
argues that the Foreign Service needs a broader platform on which to
operate. A diplomat cannot properly understand a foreign country by
talking to heads of governments only. He or she needs to be undertaking “public diplomacy.” He or she has to understand, inform, influence
and build relationships with foreign publics and civil society. In working this way the diplomat creates a positive environment for the fulfillment of Norwegian political and economic objectives. The Center
claims that this is particularly important in relation to important milestones in a country’s history. With the coming of Norway’s celebration
of 100 years of sovereignty in 2005, there is a need to agree on some
clear messages by which the country can be portrayed. So what exactly are these messages?
The Norwegian Public Diplomacy report was released in June at a
workshop hosted by the Confederation of Norwegian Business and
Industry (NHO). The workshop offered an opportunity to voice an
opinion on Norway’s image abroad for participants from the media,

P
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cultural institutions, the business community, marketing experts and
think tanks. In the report, four “Norwegian Stories” are outlined:
The first suggests that Norway is a “Humanitarian superpower,”
focusing on the country’s role in international development assistance,
conflict resolution, peace-keeping and its active support of the UN and
humanitarian organizations.
The second story views Norwegians as “Living with Nature,” highlighting the stunning nature, environmental protection and exploration
of nature. The third story is one of Norwegian values of “Equality,”
both in the labor force and between genders. Lastly, the report suggests
that the concepts of “Internationalist/Spirit of Adventure” may well
describe Norwegians, a people of travelers, explorers and pioneers.
The report has sparked a heated debate in the Norwegian media.
Some feel this is a long-awaited project, perfect for patriotic but identity-confused Norwegians. Others see the project as an ephemeral exercise of “new kids on the block enthusiasts.”
The supporters discover advantages of seeing Norway as “More
Scandinavian than others,” while the critics claim they are happy about
the image Norway already has. Isn’t Norway voted as the world’s best
country in which to live? Doesn’t Norway have strong industries in
fields of petroleum, shipping, fishing and forestry, to mention but a
few? Don’t we have a welfare state envied by most nations, and don’t
we have merits in the field of peace and international development
worth being proud of? Not to forget, the nature: Who can argue that the
blooming in Hardanger isn’t breathtaking? What may be more soothing for the eyes than mountain peak reflections in the calm waters of
Sognefjorden? The rugged coast, the deep forests, the flora, the fauna,
and the forefathers who built our country – from our Viking ancestors
to Grieg, Munch and Ibsen. Why change a successful formula?
State Secretary Thorild Widvey discusses in an article in the
Norwegian newspaper Aftenposten why she believes a strong image

feature
nations.
“Branding theories are based
on portraying one single message. Nations consist of a set of
stories, a number of identities.
Who is to decide which one to be
the most important? Black metal
music, for instance, is one of
Norway’s biggest export articles.
The idea of choosing one identity
over the other collides fundamentally with democratic principles in a multicultural, plural
society,” Øverenget tells News of
Norway.
“Norway consists of many
commodities and values. Norway
itself is not a commodity or an
enterprise, which is to be sold on
a market. A nation’s image is
built through our actions and
arc Leonard of the Foreign Policy Institute is one of the proven values. It has to be real
and trust-worthy, and
authors of the
not created through a
P u b l i c
few marketing jinDiplomacy
Report.
gles,”
Øverenget
Leonard is also Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s You now have a chance of letting your voice be argues.
Despite the disadvisor on Britain’s image heard!
on
abroad and architect of the Answer the three following questions and your agreements
much-discussed identity- contribution will be published on the new discus- methodology and the
conception of what
campaign
“Cool sion forum on www.norway.org:
may be the most
Britannia.”
Leonard
points to a number of 1: Is there a need for a clear conception of important asset of
Norway, few disagree
campaigns in other coun- Norway’s image abroad?
tries that have been great- 2: Name three things that you associate with that a nation’s perception abroad is of ultily successful. Spain, a Norway.
country that in the late 3: The Public Diplomacy Report suggests four mate importance. That
1970s suffered from post- ideas for promoting Norway abroad. Which one do this also is a central
topic for the Bush
Franco delusions and you prefer? Do you have any other suggestions?
administration
has
internal unrest, is now
known as the country with By the end of December the contributions will be been made clear with
“everything under the handed in a revised collection to the Ministry of the recent release of a
sun.” In much the same Foreign Affairs in Oslo in time for the 2004 sum- strategy report for
U.S. public diplomacy
way Ireland has had a mit.
makeover: From being the To participate in the discussion, please send no in the Arab and
poor, strictly religious cor- more than 50 words in total by e-mail to: news- Muslim world. The
Norwegian
public
ner of Europe, Ireland is nor@norway.org.
now known as the cultur- Please indicate your name, age, city/state and your diplomacy work will
continue with a numally and economically connection to Norway.
ber of fact-finding
dynamic “Celtic Tiger.”
missions in several
The
same,
Leonard
countries, including the USA. In
believes, can be done in Norway.
According to Leonard, the message should be adjusted according to an early 2004 summit the
the audience. Norwegian public diplomacy in the U.S. will differ Foreign Policy Center, the
slightly from the public diplomacy exercised in other countries. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Swedes, for instance, know a lot more about Norway than say, the the University of Oslo will again
Japanese. The latter may need some more background information of meet with representatives of
what Norway is about. Still, finding one single concept in which all Norwegian media, cultural instiparts of the Norwegian society may unite, will, according to the report, tutions, the business community,
marketing experts and think
help clarify the general perception of Norway.
“Norway is a small country. Foreign people do not have space for tanks. Perhaps a little wiser, there
too many images of Norway in their heads,” Ola Rosnæs, MarkUp is a chance they may reach their
near-impossible goal: To agree
Consulting told the newspaper Finansavisen.
Whereas some marketing experts claim Norway’s anonymity and on Norway’s image.
lack of clear identity stems from the lack of a clear image of Norway
abroad, others claim that the lack of one single clear image is due to Read the Public Diplomacy
the nature of the plural nation. Einar Øverenget, Dean of Westerdahl’s Report in English here:
School of Communication and former Boston College research fellow, www.dep.no/ud/norsk/profileris highly critical to using theories of branding when it comes to ing/ (second bullet point).

and a clear picture of modern Norway will have a positive impact in
many parts of the Norwegian society, in trade and industry, culture,
politics and civil society. Can we afford to remain invisible and fragmented, she asks, when a strengthening of Norway’s international reputation will have such an impact on so many parts of the Norwegian
society?
“Personally I want a profile of Norway that preserves the country’s
history, its traditions, the great artists and the brave explorers, but at the
same time contains the contemporary. We will all gain from a profile
which gives room for the diversity, talent and uniqueness of modern
Norway,” Widvey writes.
The Norwegian Public Diplomacy Report suggests that by uniting
the whole of Norway under one umbrella, the country will have a much
clearer platform of identity on which Norwegians can stand and others
can remember us by. A survey by the Norwegian Tourist Board reveals
some interesting numbers: In six countries essential to Norwegian
tourism, 64% of the population knows absolutely nothing about
Norway. The few who do know something about Norway list key
words like beautiful nature, peace negotiations, expensive, cold and a
little boring when they hear Norway being mentioned.

M
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Can you name three
things about Norway?

Joan, from D.C.: “Fjords, goodlooking blond people, liberalism.”

What is your opinion?

Rujun, from D.C.: “Nobel Peace
Prize, beautiful country, social
benefits.”

Marc, from Tennessee: “Friendly
people, sweeping landscapes,
fish.”

Lois, from D.C.: “Norway?
What’s that?”

Rachel, from Michigan: “Oil,
blond people, free health care.”
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Sami Media:

Fighting life in the margins

For centuries, the Samis of Norway were seen as reindeer herders nomadically wandering the frozen northern lands of
Finnmark, surviving in their tepees during winter’s polar nights and summer’s midnight suns. But Norway’s largest ethnic
group is no longer a people stuck in time. What has made Norway wake up to these new realities is the Sami media
that many in the community and country credit for the recent resurgence in Sami culture and language.
By Samantha Santa Maria, Medill News Service
nlike most indigenous media — such as Native American radio
and newspapers — the Samis have gone even further, transforming their alternative voice into a powerful political lobby
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group.
About 90 percent of the 40,000-strong population lives in the cities.
Many of those still in the north have given up the nomadic life and are
locked in a decades-old struggle to decide how they can put their land
to use. Despite being heavily subsidized by the government, they
remain critical advocates for Sami rights.
However, the initial use of this media was to coerce a persecuted
ethnic group to shun its heritage and history and to become more
Norwegian.
Sociologist Dr. Mariann Lien of the University of Oslo theorizes
that the rise of the pro-eugenics Labor Party in the 1950s capitalized
on Norwegians’ tendency to avoid racial and culture dissimilarities.
As a result, Sami children were taken away from their parents and
sent to Norwegian-language schools; a law directed toward the Samis
was passed prohibiting the sale of land to anyone who couldn’t speak
Norwegian. In 1946, Sami radio was inaugurated but used mainly as a
propaganda device.
“Radio programs often told Samis to forget who they were, including their language, to become more Norwegian,” said Nils Johan
Heatta, the current head of Sami Broadcasting. “But that backfired; the
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people rebelled and listened to the radio to remind themselves of their
language and culture.”
Today, Sami media have been credited in helping the community
set up its own parliament. Its dogged support of Sami land rights for
over 20 years will soon see the motion get the nod of the Norwegian
government later this year, officials said.
But despite these successes, Sami media, particularly the three
biweekly newspapers, face the same problem seen by the Native
American media here: funding. And the complaints about how mainstream media cover their issues are many.
Despite government subsidies, the three Sami newspapers are
struggling. Their small readerships – averaging circulations of about
2,000 – make it a tough sell for advertisers.
Low salaries have forced many journalists out of Sami newsrooms.
One of them is Torkel Rasmussen, who was with “Min Aigi” (“Our
Time”).
“I was fed up working for a poor company where we hardly ever
had resources to do good enough journalistic work,” Rasmussen said.
But if the Native American experience is anything to go by, mainstream media hasn’t proved to be the better alternative.
“You get thrown into this great blender of journalism and often you,
and your interests, get marginalized,” said Mary Annette Pember, executive director of the Native American Journalists’ Association.
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The Sami indigenous people
he Sami are an
indigenous people
who form an ethnic
minority
in
Norway,
Sweden and Finland. There
is also a small population on
Russia’s Kola Peninsula.
Since about the sixteenth
century, Sami have inhabited nearly all the areas of the
Nordic countries where they
now have permanent settlements. The Sami region
extends from Idre, in
Dalarne, Sweden, and adjacent areas in Norway south
to Engerdal in Hedmark
County. To the north and
KURT HAMANN/NTR
east it stretches to Utsjoki in
Finland, Varanger in Norway and on to the Kola peninsula in Russia.
The size of the Sami population is somewhere between 60,000 and
100,000; a cautious estimate would be about 70,000. In Norway there
are believed to be between 40,000 and 45,000 Sami, largely concentrated in Finnmark, where there are some 25,000. Sweden has about 17,000
Sami, Finland around 5,700 and Russia approximately 2,000.
The word “Sami” is often used without any further definition.
According to Act No.56 of 12 June 1987 relating to the Sami Parliament
and other Sami legal issues (The Sami Act), a Sami is a person who:
- has Sami as his/her first language, or whose father, mother or one
of whose grandparents has Sami as their first language, or
- considers himself/herself a Sami and lives in entire accordance with
the rules of the Sami society, and who is recognized by the representative Sami body as a Sami, or
- has a father or mother who satisfies the above-mentioned conditions for being a Sami.
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Facing page: Although these reindeer are unable to fly, they still function well as
a means of transportation. PHOTO: MIMSY MØLLER/SAMFOTO/NTR. This page, top: A
Sami girl and woman sell artifacts in Hammerfest, Europe’s northernmost city.
PHOTO: KURT HAMANN/NTR. This page, above: Two locals show off their traditional
sami boat by the Karasjokka river. PHOTO: KURT HAMANN/NTR.

She speaks from experience. “I was unhappy in the mainstream
media, spiritually deprived and extremely bored,” Pember added.
Having to choose between poor-paying jobs at indigenous media,
or market rates at mainstream media, both young Samis and Native
Americans are choosing the former.
Rasmussen, now a teacher with the new Sami journalism school in
Kautokeino, said there are 15 students graduating this year and most
are bound for Sami radio and television production jobs.
In the U.S., Pember said, young Native Americans prefer tribal
newspapers and radio because they are interested in their own people
and culture.
However, this has given rise to another problem: under-representation in mainstream media newsrooms.
ast year, the American Society of Newspaper Editors polled twothirds of the nation’s daily newspapers and found only 307 of
54,414 newsroom employees – a 0.5 percent penetration rate in
a population where 1 percent are Native Americans — were Native
American.
There are no corresponding numbers in Norway but a check in the
Oslo newsroom of the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation – the
country’s largest broadcaster – found a few Vietnamese and even an
African-American woman, but not a single Sami.
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Rasmussen sees this as a major problem. “Norwegian media are
biased,” he said. “In most of their stories there is a clear ‘We vs. Them’
view.”
“Norwegian media is mostly concerned with conflicts, sensational
stories or curiosities in their coverage of Sami issues,” Rasmussen
added.
But help may be on the way – at least in Norway. Anders Eira,
state secretary at the Ministry of Local Government and Regional
Development, is working to increase the government subsidies for
the three newspapers so that by 2005, they become full-fledged
dailies.
A Sami from a traditional reindeer herding family in Karajsok,
Eira wants to build upon the contributions Sami media has made,
believing that the more frequently Sami voices are heard, the greater
the importance that is attached to them.
For radio and television, expansion is in the cards. Heatta said Sami
programming would be given more airtime next year. He is especially
targeting children and teenagers, with children’s television programs
and radio programs where teenagers can send in their dedications via
text messaging.
“One of the challenges of a minority culture is to make themselves
visible,” Eira said. “Sami media has done that. Now the task is to not
lose, but gain ground.”
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Entrapped fish...
very summer, millions of tiny fish are
caught by Norwegian fishermen when
they swim deep into the fjords to feed.
These fish, known as brisling sardines, are
one of the most common Norwegian foods
you can find in America – often crammed
together in cans and sold “by special royal
permission” under the name King Oscar.
Norwegians have a long history of preserving their food. Refrigerators weren’t common until the 1950s, and it was necessary to
find other ways of making the food last
through the long and harsh winters. By the
late 19th century, canning grew as an industry
on the west coast of Norway, particularly in
the town of Stavanger. In 1902, King Oscar,
who would remain king of Sweden and
Norway for another three years before
Norway released itself from the union with its
neighbor, gave his permission to one
Stavanger-based company to use his image
and name on its canned sardines. Today, King
Oscar is the world’s best-selling brand of
canned sardines.
Not that the Norwegian company only
focus on the Sardina pilchardus. No, these
days, the brand can be found on all sorts of
preserved fish – from kipper snacks to cod
roe. But the main product has always been the
sardines.
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In order to
move with the
times, the bosses
at King Oscar
have in recent
years chosen to
experiment
a
great deal with
the products on
sale in the United
States. Gone are
the days when
sardines
only
came in water or
in oil – nowadays you can
find King Oscar
sardines swimming in salsa,
pesto or a number of other
sauces.
The new tastes are part of the strategy of
American CEO Bob Montano. He has also
placed great focus on the health benefits of
eating brisling sardines.
“The best dietary sources of Omega-3’s
are cold-water fish. King Oscar brisling sardines from Norway are especially rich in
these ‘good’ fats,” Montano says.

The San Francisco-based executive started
something of a renaissance for canned sardines when he started showing up at sports
tournaments such as marathons in the mid1990s armed with cans of sardines. This
“guerrilla marketing” proved very successful
– the company now sells more than 30 million
cans of sardines every year in the United
States.

...released onto a pizza

Sardines and feta pizza
Serves 4
One Turkish Bread or Middle Eastern flat bread
1/3 cup sundried tomato pesto
1 Tbs extra virgin olive oil
106 g can King Oscar Sardines in Oil, drained
1/2 cup (2 oz.) pitted olives
1 Tbs dried oregano
200 g feta cheese
4 ripe tomatoes, sliced
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Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 400º.
2. Lightly grease a baking tray with olive oil.
3. Cut the Turkish bread in half widthwise and cut each piece in half
lengthwise so that you have four pieces. If you are using the flat
bread (as pictured), simply cut it into four pieces.
4. Spread each piece evenly with tomato pesto. Top with the tomato
slices, King Oscar sardines, olives, feta and dried oregano.
5. Drizzle with a little olive oil.
6. Place in the preheated oven until crisp (around 10-12 minutes).
7. Serve immediately and enjoy!
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EAST COAST
Norwegian Christmas at Union
Station 2003
Come to the capital for a dose of
Norwegian holiday festivities. For
the 7th year running, this cultural
festival will showcase a broad
variety of Norwegianness at
Union Station and other venues.
The main event of the festival is
the tree lighting ceremony at
Union Station on December 2,
where skiing legend Stein Eriksen
will switch on the 8,000 lights of
the the 35 ft spruce. The tree, the
official
Christmas
tree
of
Washington, D.C., is sponsored
by the Kongsberg Group. Singerguitarist Sondre Lerche will end
his U.S. tour at this event with a
selection of soulful tunes.
Where: Around
D.C.,
see
www.norway.org for details
When: November 25 through
December 14
Info: Call the Royal Norwegian
Embassy at (202) 333 6000
Friends of Scandinavia Cultural
Exhibit, NC
Enjoy the cutural exhibit and
Scandinavian delicacies as a part
of the Raleigh International
Festival
Where: The Side Walk Cafe,
Holshouser Bld, NC State Fair
Grounds
When: November 7, 8 and 9
Info: (919) 782-3806, (919) 6761751
Nordic Voices
Never before heard in the United
States, the six voices a capella
ensemble Nordic Voices will make
its
Washington
debut
at
Dumbarton Concerts for a one
night engagement.
Drawing form six centuries of
music, the concert will include
Lamentations from the 16th century by Thomas Luis de Victoria,
Robert White and Giovanni da
Palestrina.
Interwoven
with
sacred works drawn from the 14th
century through the 20th century
by composers incuding John
Dunstable, Henry Purcell, Oliver
Messiaen and Max Reger.
When: October 25 at 8:00pm
Where: Georgetown Historic
Dumbarton Church
Info: call (202) 965-2000,
www.dumbartonconcerts.org
Per Brevig conducts
Manchester Symphony
Orchestra
Founder of Edvard Grieg Society,

Inc. and distinguished musician
Per Brevig conducts Gershwin,
Copland and Schubert in a concert
with
the
Manchester
Symphony Orchestra at the Trinity
Covenant Church in Manchester.
Where: Trinity Covenant Church,
Manchester, Connecticut
When: Saturday, November 1 at 8
pm
Info: (860) 528 0906 for tickets
and information
Tord Gustavsen Trio on tour
The Tord Gustavsen Trio displays
a striking soundscape of spacious
Nordic–Caribbean–bluesy character, employing original compositions by Tord Gustavsen. This is
music that sings, at once gentle
and robust. The songs Gustavsen
writes sound like standards-inthe-making: lyrical, immediately
memorable songs, songs of an
appealing freshness, yet sophisticated in their involvement with the
melodic line. It demonstrates that
quietness, reflective moods and
minimalism are not opposite to
sheer sensuality and groove.
When / Where: Wednesday,
November 19, Washington DC,
Kennedy Center, Millenium Stage
Thursday,
November
20,
Baltimore, MD, Live At AnDie
Music (tad)
Saturday 22, Columbus, OH,
Werner Center
Info: www.tordg.no, tickets
through www.telecharge.com,
(212) 539-8770
The Grieg Trio, Chamber music,
North Park University, Chicago, IL
The Grieg Trio features Vebjørn
Anvik, piano, Sølve Sigerland,
violin, and Ellen Mergrete Flesjø,
cello. The trio, established in 1987
has won several international
prizes.
When: Friday March 19, 2004 at
7:30 pm
Where: Anderson Chapel, North
Park University
Info: Charles Peterson, (773) 244
5615
or
cpeterson@northpark.edu. For
tickets contact Chamber Music at
North Park (773) 244 5625.
Scandinavian Christmas
Bazaar
The 23rd annual Scandinavian
Christmas bazaar is sponsored by
the Sons of Norway Lodge of
Marlboro, NJ. Items for sale
include Scandinavian imported
gift items such as; sweaters,
shirts, jewelry, rose painted items,

pewter, krumkake and waffle
irons. Imported Scandinavian
foods such as chocolates, herring,
pasteries, breads and much more.
The dining room will be offering
open face sandwiches, pea soup,
lapskaus, dinners and desserts.
Where: Old Bridge Community
Center, 1 Old Bridge Plaza (Rt.
516), Old Bridge, N.J.
When: Saturday November 22
and Sunday 23, 10 am to 5 pm.
Info: For more information please
contact
Chairman
Lisa
Kristiansen at (732) 462-6792

MIDWEST
“Incarnanations: A Nancy
Jackson Retrospective
Exhibition”
Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum presents the first solo
exhibition of artworks by Nancy
Jackson, a renowned tapestry
weaver. At an art reception at
7:00pm, November 9, Jackson
will give a gallery talk on “Place
for tapestry in the art world”. She
will also give a special presentation, “Spirituality in art” at Deborah
Lutheran Church November 16 at
9:45. Both events are free and
open to the public.
Where: Vesterheim Museum, 523
W. Water Street, Decorah IA
52101-0379
When: Through January 4, 2004.
Info: www.vesterheim.org, or call
(563) 382-9681
Wergeland’s Legacy
This exhibition tells the story of
the Jewish population of Norway
from 1851 to the Second World
War through photographs from
private albums, interviews, and
original artifacts owned by
Norwegian Jewish families. An
American adaptation of an exhibition originated at the Norwegian
Folk Museum in Oslo, the exhibition is based on extensive ethnographic research conducted as
part of the Museum’s “NorwegianJewish Documentation” Project.
When: Monday November 24,
2003, through Friday February 27,
2004
Where: Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum, 523 W. Water
street, Decora, IA 52101
Hjemkomst Center
Home of Viking ship “Hjemkomst”,
modeled after the Gokstad burial
ship built around 800 AD, and a
church,
replica
of
stave
Hopperstad Stave Church in Vik in
Sogn, Norway. Heritage Shop and

Heritage Hall for traveling
exhibits.
Where: 202 - 1st Avenue North,
Moorhead, MN
Info: (218) 299 5511 or
www.hjemkomst-center.com

WEST COAST
Visions from here and beyond
An art exhibition by the awardwinning Norwegian artist Karin
Jordal. The artist is a residence of
California and has received multiple awards both in Europe and the
US. Her art work is represented
by several art galleries in
Southern California.
When: Sunday, November 2,
2003, 5:00 pm
Where:
The
Norwegian
Seamen's Church, 1035 S.
Beacon Street, San Pedro, CA
Info: (310) 832 6800
Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler
Jerry Turner, Artistic Director
Emeritus
of
the
Oregon
Shakespeare Festival (19711991), received the St. Olavs
Medal from the Norwegian Consul
General on behalf of King Harald
of Norway in 1996. This spring Mr.
Turner will premiere his translation of Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler at
the
Oregon
Shakespeare
Festival. The play is directed by
Bill Rauch of Los Angeles’
Cornerstone Theatre.
When: Through November 2,
2003
Where: The Angus Bowmer
Theatre in Ashland, Oregon
Info: Robert Hackett, (541) 4822111 or bobh@osfashland.org
Yulefest
Craft shopping from over 60 vendors. Gift items from $2 - $200.
Ethnic food, drink, children’s craft
and music set the stage for an all
around holiday event. Our biggest
celebration of the year! $1 children, $2 adults, $1 for on site
parking
When: Saturday November 22nd
from 10:00am - 6:00 pm, Sunday
November 23rd from 12:00 noon 5:00pm
Where: The Nordic Heritage
Museum, 3014 NW 67th Street,
Seattle, WA 98117
Info:Tel (206) 789-5707 and
www.nordicmuseum.com
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Looking for a clearer image
ne thing we spend a lot of time doing
here at the Embassy is to talk about
Norway. Many times, we hold speeches about our country to people who have little
or no knowledge of this exotic country far
away up in the cold north. As you can see
from our small pop quiz on page seven of this
issue of News of Norway, the level of knowledge about Norway varies enormously. And
why shouldn’t it? With a population of 4.5
million people, there are about as many people living in Norway as there are in Alabama.
One of our challenges is therefore to create
awareness about Norway. When the
Norwegian government recently started conducting research around the world in order to
find out what image Norway had abroad, they
found out that most people didn’t know a lot
about the country. They also found out that the
people who did know something about
Norway, usually had a positive impression.
The concept of “Public Diplomacy” has

O

stirred quite a lot of debate in certain circles in
Norway over the past year or so. Now, what
exactly is Public Diplomacy? One source
defines it like this:
“To understand, inform, influence and
build relationships with foreign publics and
civil society in order to create a positive environment for the fulfillment of Norwegian
political and economical objectives.”
In other words, we are talking about taking
diplomacy out of the corridors and into the
public domain.
You can read more about this debate on
pages six and seven. In fact, we invite you to
participate in it.
orway’s relationship with the United
States of America is extraordinary,
enduring and unique. The United
States was the first country to recognize
Norway when it released itself from the union
with Sweden in 1905. In the years between

1825 and 1930, around a third of the
Norwegian population emigrated to America
– only Ireland saw a larger percentage leave
for the New World.
Today, there are more people of
Norwegian descent in the United States than
there are Norwegians in Norway.
On page seven you will find a list of three
questions – please think about them and send
us your answers and suggestions. Your contributions will be compiled and sent to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs so that they can be
taken into consideration when the Ministry
determines what path to take in the future.
Your views are important. I’m very much
looking forward to hearing from you.
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