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news

In Brief...
State vs. church?
Norwegians are growing more decisive
over the issue of the State Church.
Support has grown for the first time in
more than ten years, with an increase
from 28 to 40 percent last year alone.
While opposition to the State Church
has fallen, 36 percent of Norwegians
would still like to see a separate church
and state. 24 percent still remain undecided in the matter.
On the outside looking in
Norway contributes NOK 2 billion
(USD 290m.) annually to the European
Union expansion fund. Prime Minister
Kjell Magne Bondevik noted at a meeting of the Congress of the European
People’s Party that while Norway is not
a member of the EU, it contributes more
per capita than any member nation.
Cellular ban
In Bergen, taxi drivers have begun to
post signs reading, ”Use of mobile
phone only with agreement of driver.”
While cabbies are not banning the use of
mobile telephones, they are asking for
respect in their workplace. Norway is
fully captivated by the mobile phone
craze, with over 4 million registered
mobile phone users in a country of 4.5
million.
It’s Roar’s turn
After ten years of competing in the shadows it is finally the season for ski
jumper Roar Ljoekelsoey. On February
7, he achieved his fifth World Cup win
of the season when he soared 223 meters
and broke the hill record at a ski flying
contest in Oberstdorf, Germany.
Let it snow
Oslo has seen more snow this winter
than it has in over twenty-five years.
Over fifty centimeters fell in the month
of January alone, which, according to
meteorologists, is more than twice the
normal amount for that month. The
winter wonderland isn’t going away
anytime soon - more snow is expected in
late February and early March.
Front page: The photograph is from
a medal parade in 2002 at Camp
Mølla in Kosovo. Major changes are
underway in the Norwegian Armed
Forces, and one of the aims is for
them to be more deployable than
today for operations outside Norway.
For the full story, turn to page 6 of
this edition of News of Norway.
PHOTO: TORGEIR HAUGAARD
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A whole nation anxiously awaited the first pictures of the newborn princess. Nobody had expected the photographer to
be the proud father himself! PHOTO: HRH CROWN PRINCE HAAKON

A future queen is born
Crown Princess Mette-Marit and Crown
Prince Haakon became proud parents to a
daughter on Wednesday, January 21.
Ingrid Alexandra may be the first reigning
queen in Norway since 1412.

liked the name Ingrid Alexandra.
The princess was ten days old when she
met the public for the first of what will be
many times during her lifetime. On February
1st, she posed together with her parents in
front of Norwegian and international press.
Without complaining the slightest, she
endured flash bulbs and a room full of people.
Crown Princess Mette-Marit said that her
daughter was of the quiet type.
“But she has had a tummy ache for the last
few days,” she told the press at the historic
photo session.
The birth itself is an historic event because
this is the first time a daughter of Norway’s
“crown couple” is born to inherit the throne.
In 1990 section 6 of the Constitution was
changed to give both sexes equal right to
inherit Norway’s throne. The child now born
thus enters the order of succession as number
two – behind her father, the Crown Prince.

The young princess, born at 9:13 a.m.,
weighed 8.1 lbs and measured 20 inches at
birth.
Crown Prince Haakon, who met with the
press the same afternoon, said that Ingrid
Alexandra was “the finest, most beautiful little girl in the world” and that she resembled
both her mother and her father. He added that
the birth was a “powerful and wonderful
experience.”
A thrilled Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik expressed his excitement when he
heard the news.
“On behalf of the Government it is a great
pleasure to congratulate Crown Prince
Haakon and Crown Princess Mette-Marit
with the birth of their daughter. We congratulate King Harald and Queen Sonja
with their new grandchild, and the
Norwegian people with a new heiress to
the throne,” he said.
The arrival of the new princess - and
her name - was announced in an extraordinary Council of State session on
January 22.
Many had expected that the royal couple would choose a combination of tradition and innovation. They were right.
“I like it,” said the Prime Minister.
“It’s a good combination of a common
Norwegian girls’ name, Ingrid, with a
name that isn’t as well-known in Norway
but has rich, royal traditions elsewhere,”
he elaborated.
proud parents of a young princess pose for the first official
In a poll issued by the daily newspa- The
photographs of the newly expanded royal family. The other picper Dagbladet, an amazing 77 percent tures from this series can be found at www.norway.org.
PHOTO: GURI DAHL, SCANPIX.
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Safe salmon

In Brief...

The rumors of salmon’s death as a
healthy component in your diet are
greatly exaggerated. Scientists
from all over the world are disputing a recent study suggesting dangerous levels of PCB in some
farmed fish.

Petersen steps down
Jan Petersen, the Conservative Party’s
leader of ten years, has stepped down
from his leadership role with the party,
but will not withdraw from politics
entirely, continuing to serve as Foreign
Minister. Erna Solberg, a party member
for fifteen years and cabinet minister for
three, is favored to be the next leader of
the Conservative Party.

“Although there may be some PCB
in farmed salmon,” Norway’s
Ambassador to the United States,
Knut Vollebaek told lawmakers and
staffers at a luncheon on Capitol Hill,
“the levels are so low that there is
absolutely no danger at all.”
During the luncheon, at which Ambassador Knut Vollebaek (left) gathered a room full of people
Capitol Hill to a luncheon where he explained to them that
the menu consisted entirely of on
salmon is still a very healthy food. Among his listeners were Earl
Norwegian seafood products, the Pomeroy and Betty McCollum, both Members of Congress.
Ambassador noted that eating
“While the production of salmon in
salmon a few times a week was still much
more healthy than eating the same amount of Norway has gone straight up, the use of
antibiotics has gone down to almost zero,” he
meat.
His argument was supported by Åsmund said.
The Norwegian Food Safety Authority
Bjordal from the Institute of Marine Research
in Bergen, who noted that Norway has a long also agrees, and sent out a notice in January
history of keeping its seafood products as stating that the levels of pollutants are well
healthy and natural as possible.
below the EU’s upper limits.

Kurt - our very own World Idol
“If they had a Middle Earth Idol you’d be
it.”

Kurt Nilsen, a plumber of 25 and father of
two, left the other contestants of World Idol in
the dust as he sailed in to win the competition
on January 1. “This is amazing,” was about
the only thing the surprised Norwegian could
utter after the victory.
The World Idol competition consists of
winners of 11 national Idol contests.
American Idol Kelly Clarkson came in second, while Belgium’s Peter Everard took
third.
The worldwide audience of the show
loved Nilsen’s rendition of U2’s “Beautiful
Day” so much that all but one of the voting
countries gave the maximum amount of
points to the Norwegian father of two. If the
result had been up to the judges at the competition, which aired in most countries on
Christmas Day, the 25-year-old might have
faced a greater challenge.
“You have the voice of an angel but you
look like a hobbit,” Australian judge Ian
Dickson said after the winning performance.

After taking the title, Nilsen was so
shocked that he could barely speak to the
hosts of the popular TV show.
“I’m shivering right now, you can say.
Sorry about my English right now. Happy
new year, people,” an overjoyed World Idol
said before repeating his winning song with a
steady voice.
“My legs were shaking, but fortunately not
my voice,” he told Norwegian newspaper
Aftenposten once his pulse had settled.
Among the many well-wishers after the
surprising victory was Norwegian Prime
Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik.
“Congratulations on winning World Idol.
We are impressed. You and Sigurd Pettersen
(who won an international ski jump competition on January 1st) have given Norway a
great start to 2004,” the Prime Minister commented.
The victory gives Nilsen a unique opportunity to launch his album around the world.
His single “She’s so high,” released after he
won the Norwegian competition in the summer of 2003, is the most-selling singleever in
Norway. The singer now hopes to get noticed
on the world stage.
“We’ll see what happens,” he told
Norwegian news agency NTB.
“Right now I don’t know what the next
step will be, but of course I’m hoping that my
music will be picked up.”

Pining for the fjords
After a decrease in tourists over the last
five years, 2003 saw a 3 percent increase
in the total number of foreign visitors to
Norway. In addition to more tourists,
the length of visits has also increased.
The tourist industry continues to flourish, as evidenced by more than 20 additional cruise ships that have requested to
dock in Oslo’s harbor this year.
An apple a day...
The Minister for Education and
Research and the Minister of Health
have come together to launch a new
project, “Physical Activity and School
Meals,” aimed towards Norwegian children. The Ministries are looking to
incorporate more physical activity and
more regular, healthier meals into the
schools to help create a more effective
learning environment. “This will give
them a better learning environment and
make them more concentrated,” says
Kristin Clemet, the Minister for
Education and Research.
Lloyd Hustvedt, 1922-2004
The grandson of Norwegian immigrants,
Hustvedt spent his life preserving the
stories of Norwegian immigration to the
United States. Hustvedt studied
Norwegian and Scandinavian Studies,
later working as a professor honored by
H. M. King Olav V for his contributions
to the Norwegian American community.
The Times they are a’campaigning
Norway Times offers you a free trial
subscription for four weeks, with no further obligations. Founded in 1891, the
weekly newspaper serves its readers a
fresh mix of news, culture, food, and
sports that covers both Norway and the
Norwegian-American community in the
United States. Norway Times is the only
Norwegian-American newspaper that
has been published continuously now
for 113 years.
To order a trial subscription, call
(212) 768-8228, fax (212) 768-8305
or send an e-mail to
nortimes@norway-times.com.
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Petersen calls for collaboration

Norway’s Foreign Minister Jan Petersen met with his American counterpart Colin Powell on January 21. The two discussed a variety of issues, including Norway’s participation in international peace processes and the state of trans-Atlantic relations.

Norway’s Foreign Minister Jan Petersen
called for even stronger transatlantic ties
when he addressed the Norwegian
Parliament this week. “New security
threats call for a common approach on
both sides of the Atlantic,” he said.
In his statement to the Norwegian Parliament,
the Storting, on January 27, the Foreign
Minister gave a detailed assessment of
Norway’s place in the international community. Among the many topics Mr. Petersen
touched upon were Norway’s involvement in
peace processes around the world and the
presence of Norwegian troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
“If we can help other people to achieve a
more secure, more decent life,” the Foreign
Minister said, “we quite simply have an obligation to do so.”
Among the most important areas for
Norway’s involvement abroad is Sri Lanka,
where the conflict between the Government
and the Tamil Tigers has claimed over 60,000
lives. Mr. Petersen remarked in his statement
that two years have passed since Norway participated in brokering a ceasefire that is still in
effect. He added that he aimed for Norway to
continue its presence on the island.
“If Norway’s efforts can make a difference
to the situation there, that is of course a good
enough reason to be involved,” he said.
Norway is a small nation that over the
course of its 99 years since independence has
focused strongly on multilateralism and international cooperation. Mr. Petersen’s address
to the Storting showed a continued belief in
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“

the value of collaboration between
nations.
Norway was one of the founding
Norway believes that it is vital to
members of NATO, and the Foreign
strengthen the transatlantic ties in
Minister was clear in his view that the
the years ahead. The new security
transatlantic bond should grow even
threats such as international terrorstronger in the future.
ism and the proliferation of weapons
“Norway believes that it is vital to
of mass destruction call for a comstrengthen the transatlantic ties in the
mon approach on both sides of the
years ahead. The new security threats
Atlantic.
such as international terrorism and the
FOREIGN MINISTER JAN PETERSEN IN HIS ADDRESS TO
proliferation of weapons of mass
THE NORWEGIAN STORTING, JANUARY 27, 2004.
destruction call for a common
approach on both sides of the
Atlantic,” he said.
Norway is currently involved in post-con- seemed “extremely difficult to achieve” in the
flict operations in both Iraq and Afghanistan. region today.
“There appears to be a lack of will,” he
Mr. Petersen noted in his statement that the
“demanding task” of rebuilding Iraq was said, “to achieve the goal set by the internabringing the United States and Europe togeth- tional community: two states, Israel and
Palestine, living side by side in peace, with
er.
“At the same time,” he noted, “we are dis- safe, secure borders.”
Another area of great interest for Norway
appointed that the USA has chosen to remain
outside important multilateral agreements is closer to home, on the other side of the bor[like] the Kyoto Protocol, the Nuclear Test der with Russia. For several years, Norway
Ban Treaty and the Rome Statute of the has taken great interest, along with a number
of other nations including the United States,
International Criminal Court.”
In his address, the Foreign Minister also in clearing the northeast corner of Russia from
commented on the conflict between Israel and nuclear waste left behind from the Soviet
the Palestinians. The Norwegian Government Union.
“We are facing major challenges in this
and several Norwegian NGOs have for many
years taken an interest in this conflict. In field,” Mr. Petersen admitted.
He added that the Norwegian Government
1993, the so-called Oslo Agreement was
signed in Norway after a period of Norwegian took these issues very seriously and that it
brokering led by then Foreign Minister Johan would work hard in collaboration with
Russian authorities in order to reduce the
Jørgen Holst.
Mr. Petersen noted with regret that peace potentially dangerous waste.

”
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Towards peace in
war-torn Sudan
The war-ridden country of Sudan came
one step closer to peace when the country’s
government and the rebel leaders signed a
historic agreement on January 7. “The
negotiations will now enter the final stage,”
said Norwegian Minister of International
Development Hilde F. Johnson, who
attended the signing.
The signing of the agreement took place in
Naivasha in Kenya and will be a part of the
final settlement between the Government and
the SPLM.
Ms. Johnson also took part in discussions
with the leaders of the negotiations, First Vice
President Ali Osman Taha and SPLM leader
John Garang, during which she congratulated
them on the agreement and discussed outstanding issues.
“I have told the two men that the
Norwegian Government is very pleased with
the agreement. This is a significant step
towards a final peace agreement,” she said.
“I am pleased that both leaders confirmed
that they will immediately continue negotiations on the outstanding issues. There is good
reason to hope that a framework agreement
will be signed in the near future. I also
stressed that I was seriously concerned about
the situation in Darfur in western Sudan, and
encouraged them to help achieve a ceasefire
and access for humanitarian supplies to the
many refugees in the area.”
On September 25, 2003 the parties signed
an agreement concerning the military issues.
The next step will be to settle the questions of
power-sharing and the status of the three disputed areas: Abyei, the Nuba Mountains, and
the Southern Blue Nile. With that, a general
framework agreement will be in place.
Before a final peace agreement can be
signed, the parties must also reach agreement
on the ceasefire arrangements and other
issues regarding the implementation of the
peace agreement.
“Norway will support the implementation
of a peace agreement. Together with Italy,
Norway co-chaired a meeting of the donor
group IGAD Partners Forum in Nairobi on
December 15th, which was attended by the
parties and representatives of the UN, the
World Bank and major donor countries. It was
agreed at the meeting that the World Bank and
the UN should be responsible for identifying
Sudan’s assistance needs in connection with a
donor-country conference to be held in
Norway,” said Ms. Johnson.
The current round of peace negotiations
on Sudan has been going on since May 2002,
facilitated by the Intergovernmental Authority
on Development. The negotiations have been
led by Kenyan general Lazarus Sumbeiywoo
and envoys from Uganda, Eritrea and
Ethiopia.

Norway’s Ambassador Knut Vollebaek accepted the award for the Government of Norway. Left to right: Dr. Stephen
Strickland, Co-chair, National Peace Foundation Advisory Board; The Honorable Lee Hamilton, President and Executive
Director, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars; Ambassador Vollebaek; Ms. Sarah Harder, National Peace
Foundation President and Chair of Board. PHOTO: STEVE O'TOOLE

Peace Foundation
praises Norway
Two months after Iranian lawyer and
human rights activist Shirin Ebadi received
her Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway
received a peace price of its own from the
National Peace Foundation in Washington,
DC.
Former Indiana Representative Lee Hamilton
presented the foundation’s Peacemaker /
Peacebuilder Award to Ambassador Knut
Vollebaek at a ceremony at the Norwegian
Embassy on January 30, 2003.
“We all associate Norway with peace
because Alfred Nobel stipulated that the
Norwegian government present the Nobel
Peace Prize,” Hamilton said during the award
ceremony. “But Norway’s dedication to peace
goes far beyond giving awards – no matter
how eminent. It was a Norwegian, Trygve Lie,
after all, who was the U.N.’s first Secretary
General. And in 1959, Norway created one of
the first national peace research institutes – an
institution that helped inspire the National
Peace Foundation, and the U.S. Institute of
Peace. In recent years, Norway has played a
vital role in the pursuit of peace in some of the
world’s most intractable conflicts.”
Hamilton, who is the director of the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, noted that Norway, with a population of 4.5 million people, had one of the
largest per capita foreign aid programs in the
world. He added that the Norwegian
Government is dedicated to pursuing peaceful
solutions to conflicts in several countries,

among them Sri Lanka and Sudan.
“From Norway, we can learn key lessons,”
Hamilton said. “One is that peace building
takes time and patience and commitment.
Another is that outside parties should never
seek to control processes,” he added, referring
to Norway’s refusal to partake in any dialogs
unless requested to by both parties of a conflict.
Accepting the award, Ambassador
Vollebaek attempted to explain why Norway
has become a sought-after facilitator in conflict resolution. He noted that Norway is a
small country with no colonial past, and that
the country is not thought to have a hidden
agenda. This, Vollebaek argued, is seen as a
good basis for trust.
He also noted that there are historical reasons for Norway’s international involvement.
One of them is that Norway used to be the
country in Europe with the highest number of
missionaries per capita. After traveling around
the world, they brought home a global, social
awareness which has in turn led to broad support for development assistance to poorer
countries today.
The award ceremony and dinner was
attended by an intimate group of approximately 30 people, among them Stephen Strickland,
who is a member of the board of advisers of
the National Peace Foundation. Upon being
awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award, Mr.
Strickland noted that peace was not only the
absence of war, but also a continued involvement in development assistance.
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Transformers

The Norwegian Armed Forces are in the middle of the largest governmental reshuffle in modern times. Chief of
Defense Sigurd Frisvold is currently in the middle of streamlining the entire organization in order to adjust to a
world that has changed dramatically since the end of the Cold War. “We live in a time,” says his boss, Defense
Minister Kristin Krohn Devold, “when the maintenance of freedom and security at home and abroad means that
we must shift our focus from yesterday’s challenges to those of tomorrow.”

C

oming across as anything but part of an occupying force in Iraq
is proving to be quite the challenge for Second Lieutenant Pål
Svanes. Even though his fortified, khaki-colored vehicle has a
big Norwegian flag and the words “military engineers Norway” written
on the side, he is often mistaken for being American or English by the
Iraqi locals he visits.
“They see a military guy as a military guy,” he told Forsvarets
Forum, a magazine for the Norwegian Armed Forces. “Even though our
uniforms and cars are different from the others’, they have some trouble
differentiating.”
Svanes is one of 164 Norwegian soldiers that operate around the
British-controlled area around the southern Iraqi town of Basra. The
Norwegian Engineer Squadron in Iraq has since its deployment last year
been involved in building bridges, securing fresh water and distributing
household gas to local Iraqis.
“What we’re doing,” said Chief of Defense Sigurd Frisvold when he
visited the squadron in December last year, “is humanitarian work,
something that means a lot for the local population.”
The Norwegian presence in Iraq and Afghanistan are two examples
of where the Norwegian Armed Forces are heading: Away from a large,
standardized body focused on securing and defending the homeland and
towards a specialized, deployable force capable of operations around
the world.
“Norway will deliver what is needed, when it is needed,” says
Krohn Devold, who has been Defense Minister since September 2001.
The Norwegian Armed Forces is in the middle of a revolution bigger
than anything it has seen before. The world has changed dramatically
over the last 15 years, as has the challenges for the defense organization
of a small country like Norway.
In an op-ed piece in the Norwegian newspaper Aftenposten,
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Lieutenant General Sverre Diesen claims that the entire situation is
turned upside down.
“Before, we developed Armed Forces that were intended for an
intense war of defense at home at the same time as they could
participate in low-intensity operations with the U.N. abroad. Today,” he
writes, “it is much more likely that we will be needing a defense
organization that can participate in everything from peacekeeping to
high-intensity operations abroad, while the risk for anything but
peacekeeping tasks at home is small.”
Kristin Krohn Devold is now making sure the Armed Forces is
adjusting to new threats to both national and global security.
“In today’s situation it is not a question of whether we are ’well’ or
’badly’ prepared for a particular war at a particular time,” she recently
told listeners at the Oslo Military Society.
“The question now is whether, at any given time, our forces are truly
usable and capable of delivering. That is why we are focusing on
transformation,” she continued.
The Defense Minister has no trouble admitting that the organization
was in dire need of change. The Norwegian deployment of troops to
Kosovo in 1999 occurred three months after the war there was over.
That incident, she claimed, showed that the Army lacked the capability
for rapid reaction.
“The deployment of forces to Afghanistan, and now to Iraq,” she
said, “demonstrates that the Armed Forces have made an impressive,
quantum leap both in their reaction capability and in their ability to
deliver. We have shown that we can learn.”
In 2002, some major decisions were taken in the Norwegian
Parliament – the Storting – with regards to the military organization.
The aim of the reshuffle was to create a modern, flexible, high-quality
force suited for the security situation of today and in the future. By
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Facing page: Defense Minister Kristin Krohn Devold and Chief
of Defense Sigurd Frisvold have high hopes for the new and
modernized Norwegian defense structure. This page, clockwise from top left: Two Norwegian mine clearers share a laugh
with Afghani soldiers; Norwegian engineers from the Telemark
Battalion, seen here on their way to Iraq in June 2003, are taking part in the rebuilding of the country’s devastated infrastructure; The front entrance of NATO’s HQ North in Jåttå outside
the Norwegian city of Stavanger. PHOTO: TORGEIR HAUGAARD /
TORBJØRN KJOSVOLD / STIAN SOLUM / KIM H. BJORHEIM (ALL PHOTOS
FROM THE NORWEGIAN DEFENSE MEDIA CENTER).

changing the entire structure of the organization, both lawmakers and
officers hope to make the Armed Forces better suited to Norway’s role
as an alliance partner and a NATO member.
The process will streamline the organization, meaning that the number of staff will be reduced. By 2005, the organization will have lost
5,000 man-years from a strength of 22,000 to 17,000.
In addition, more than 20 million square feet of office and storage
space will be removed. The changes will save around two billion NOK
(285 million USD) – money that will be spent on modernization and
improving skills.

M

ore than 100,000 Norwegian troops have served abroad since
the end of the Second World War. The first operation was the
Germany Brigade in 1947, followed by a number of
deployments as part of U.N. peacekeeping forces in a number of
countries throughout the Cold War era. The biggest single engagement
in this period was the UNIFIL force in Lebanon, where more than
34,000 troops served between 1978 and 1999.
The day after terrorists struck New York and Washington, D.C. on
September 11, 2001, Norway was among the NATO members to invoke
Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty (also known as the Washington
Treaty) of 1949. Article 5 provides that if a NATO ally is the victim of
an armed attack, each and every other member of the Alliance will
consider this as an armed attack against all members. The Norwegian
presence in Afghanistan is part of Norway’s dedication to Article 5.
“Afghanistan is the biggest operation where NATO is directly
involved today,” said Defense Minister Devold. “It is very important
that we are successful there.”
As a non-member of the EU, Norway depends on NATO for its
national security. The development of its Armed Forces is therefore

carefully adjusted to the needs NATO will have in the future.
Some voices in Norway have expressed concern over Norway’s
perceived shift from deploying peacekeeping troops to the U.N. to
deploying fighting units to NATO. According to the daily newspaper
Klassekampen, only 20 of the 1,000 Norwegian troops involved in
activities abroad were under UN command. The rest were under the
command of NATO or other coalitions.
Another newspaper, Dagbladet, points out that if the deployable
troops of the Norwegian Army are reduced as planned to 3,000 troops by
2008, it will cover the requirements made by NATO and nothing else.
“Norway should have a different attitude,” commented Kristin
Halvorsen, leader of the Socialist Left Party. “It should support the U.N.
more systematically instead of being an obedient little nation that
provides support in the areas that attract the most attention.”
Although nobody in Government has responded to the concerns,
Foreign Minister Jan Petersen provided some insight as to the future of
Norwegian participation in U.N. peacekeeping troops when he spoke to
the Storting in mid-December:
“If there is a peace agreement in Sudan, the Government will be positive toward a Norwegian participation in a U.N.-led force once financial and other needs are made clear,” he said.
That same month, Chief of Defense Sigurd Frisvold issued a
Defense Study, a document based on the long-term vision he and
Defense Minister Kristin Krohn Devold share for the Norwegian Armed
Forces.
“The proposals I put forward,” he stated, “will give us a modern
defense, first and foremost by making it more relevant, ready, available
and deployable. Thus we will achieve Armed Forces that are better prepared and available for solving the tasks given by our political authorities – both at home and abroad.”
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Producer of oil.
Preserver of nature?
Being one of the world’s largest producers of oil and natural gas gives Norway an enormous responsibility to
secure the environment of both itself and the world. Even though the Norway was among the first nations to
establish a Ministry of the Environment in 1972, there have recently been claims that Norway is not taking this
responsibility seriously enough. Børge Brende, the current Minister of the Environment, wants to revitalize the
Norwegian environmental record. How far has he come?
By Mimi Johnson

O

n the afternoon of Monday, January 19, the shores of
Vatlestraumen in Hordaland were disrupted as the cargo ship
Rocknes tragically capsized. Carrying twenty-nine crew members and 23,000 tons of rocks, Rocknes caught the headlines not only
in Norway, but throughout the world. The cargo ship, owned by Jebsen
Management, was on its way to Germany when it is believed to have
run off course, tearing a hole through its hull and subsequently capsizing in the narrow fjord. Only 11 crew members survived.
The accident was also a reminder of the potential environmental
hazards that seaborn transportation may cause. This time the cargo was
not hazardous in itself. But much of the 445 tonnes of fuel oil on board
spilled into the water. Environmentalists estimate some 10,000
seabirds have been put at risk for contamination.
For a country with high ambitions as an advocate for the environment – which at the same time is a major player in maritime transport
services and a leading producer of oil and natural gas – there is no lack
of challenges. Is Norway up to it?
Børge Brende, the Minister of the Environment, has taken a forceful approach, domestically as well as on the international arena.
Pollution to air and water, biological diversity, hazardous chemicals,
climate change and ozone – the minister is on the offensive.
Internationally, Mr. Brende is pushing an ambitious agenda as elected
Chair of the United Nation’s Commission of Sustainable development,
primarily focusing on access to clean water and sanitation in less
developed countries. His stated objective, that applies not only
Norway, is that “Our children and grandchildren need to be given the
same acces to nature as we have been given”.
Sustainability, a notion created by a U.N. Commission chaired by
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former Minister of the Environment and three time Prime Minister Gro
Harlem Brundtland, has been embraced by the people and industries of
Norway.
Norway is the world’s third largest oil exporting nation. It also
ranks third in terms of the number of international environmental
agreements to which it is party. Rankings and agreements do not
please everyone, however. Greenpeace, an international non-governmental organization (NGO) working to protect the global environment,
recognizes the paradox in Norway’s role as oil producer and environmental protector.
Kert Davies, a campaign spokesperson for global warming and
energy in the United States division of Greenpeace, refers to Norway
as a ”strange amalgam” in that Norway chiefly uses electricity, not oil,
for energy. Greenpeace recognizes that, domestically, Norway is an
environmentally clean country. However, it is argued, this can be contributed to the exportation, and lack of internal use, of petroleum.
Davies suggests there may be a few “gripes with how Norway operates,” including Norway’s production of “fossil fuels that are contributing to global warming.”
Despite Greenpeace’s assertions, Norway’s attitude toward environmental policies continues to place the country as a figurehead in the
global community. In the first month of this year, Norway has already
made several changes within the structure of its government with regards
to environmental policies and enforcement Among them is the creation of
the new Petroleum Safety Authority Norway (PSA), which will play a
greater role in matters of health, safety and the environment with regards
to oil production.
“Safety,” says PSA spokesperson Inger Anda, “is meant to encompass
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Clocwise from top: Fuel spillage from the Rocknes threatened wildlife along Norway’s west coast in February. PHOTO: NORWEGIAN COASTAL DIRECTORY. Børge Brende, the Norwegian
Minister of the Environment, here seen with his son, Johan Fredrik, has a man-to-octopus chat with Blekkulf, the mascot for an environmental organisation aimed at children. PHOTO:
Greenpeace has an active presence in Norway. Here, the group demonstrates outside the oil rig “Ocean Alliance” in 1998. PHOTO: GREENPEACE.

TERJE BRINGEDAL / SCANPIX.

safety with regard to any loss of qualities including economical values.”
Environmentally, the PSA works in a preventative manner, assuring
that the oil industry has taken all precautionary measures to guarantee
that unintended emissions to the sea do not occur. The PSA also works
to confirm that the industry is prepared in the event of an oil spill to
minimize or halt further damage. The PSA is satisfied, says Anda, that
in “40 years of offshore petroleum activity with more than 2000 wells
drilled,” only one accident has occurred.

A

nda feels that as a governmental agency with the authority to
create and enforce requirements relating to health, safety, and
the environment, the PSA “... has contributed significantly to
the fact that the Norwegian offshore petroleum industry today is considered to be a leading industry with regard to health, safety and environment.” Not only is oil a leading industry, Norway is a considered
to be a leader in the global oil industry.
Statoil, whose production of oil and natural gas in Norway is vital
to its business, was recently found to be a global leader in the clean
production of petroleum.
Norway also takes a strong interest in improving the environment
in neighboring regions and in developing countries. Serving as a member of the Arctic Council is just one of the many ways in which
Norway looks to work with its neighbors. Members of the Council
include Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian
Federation, Sweden and the United States. The purpose of the Council
is to address, in a collaborative way, the issues facing the people and
environment of the Arctic.
Among the programs of the Arctic Council is the Protection of

Arctic Marine Environment (PAME). PAME began as a Norwegian
initiative. The current Chair, Tom Laughlin of the National Oceanic
Atmospheric Administration - U.S. Department of Commerce, contends that his Norwegian predecessor, Per Shive, “did an excellent job
in leading the group in developing a comprehensive review of international measures affecting the marine environment.” While the United
States has since taken a leadership role within PAME, more programs
have been created with the help and guidance of Norway. Laughlin
notes that Norway was actively involved in the development and
recent revision of the Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines.
Norway is also active in many international environmental organizations, including the United Nations Environmental Program
(UNEP), whose mission to ”provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and
enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without
compromising that of future generations” embodies many of the
Norwegian values of sustainability and accountability.
Norway plays a major role in paving the road to a safer, more environmentally sound and sustainable world. The tragedy of Rocknes
illustrates the need for a major oil producer to take its – and the world’s
– environment seriously.
“Co-existence,” State Secretary André Støylen told representatives
from the Norwegian oil and gas industry, “is a key word also for offshore oil and gas activities.”
“The Norwegian Government,” he continued, “emphasizes that
these activities will continue to take place in co-existence with fisheries and other users of the sea. At the same time we must take full
account of the need to protect and preserve the environment.”
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food

From wet to dry...

N

orwegians prefer to eat their cod as
fresh as possible. Nothing tastes quite
like a piece of cooked cod straight
from the ocean, served only with melted butter and new potatoes. In the old days, however, people were more familiar with dried varieties such as clipfish and stockfish.
Stockfish is cod that has been hung on
poles and dried in the wind. Traders have for
centuries taken the dried fish down to Euope
in order to trade it for rare commodities such
as wheat, wine and honey. Nowadays, it is
most commonly used as the raw material for
lutefisk -- a popular dish especially around
Christmas both in Norway and in some communities in the United States.
Clipfish -- klippfisk in Norwegian -- has
been salted and dried. The traditional method
of making clipfish was to lay the fish out on
bare rocks in the dry summer weather. The
name klippfisk stems from the Norwegian
word klippe, which means “rock.”
Today the process takes place in modern,

thermostat-regulated drying rooms.
Clipfish is exported in big quanta to several countries, the most important being Spain,
Portugal and Brazil, where it serves as the
foundation for that all-important dish,
bacalao.
On average, each Portuguese consumes 10
kilograms of bacalao every year.
In a speech to Portugal’s President Jorge
Sampaio during his state visit to Oslo in
February, Crown Prince Haakon noted that
the fish provided a link between the two countries. “We are proud of the fact that your
national dish is based on a Norwegian product,” he said.
He added that that it was paradoxical how
Norwegians have to travel all the way to
Portugal to learn about bacalao.
The traditional Norwegian way of eating
clipfish was simply to steam it and serve it with
potatoes, just as if it was a piece of fresh cod.
Over the last century, dried fish has lost its
important place on the Norwegian dinner

plate. An abundance of fresh, relatively
affordable fish has rendered the dried variety
a curiosity, something from the past.
Slowly, however, Norwegians are taking
knowledge from the southern method of
preparing bacalao. The dish is becoming
trendy again.
But how does one start with a piece of
dried fish and turn it into a delicious, tasty
meal? Our house chef, Frode Selvaag, knows
how.
“The most important thing to do before
preparing this dish is to soak the fish properly and for a long enough period of time,” he
says.
“The best way,” he adds with a smile, “is
to follow the description on the package.
In the recipe below, Selvaag combines the
salty clipfish with the sweet taste of rutabaga.
“The combination makes the fish more
delicate while it retains its rustic and original
flavor,” he says, adding that the fish also
works very well on the barbeque in summer.

...and back to wet

Oven-baked Norwegian Bacalao

served on a bed of rutabaga puree with capers and olive salsa.

Serves 4
Bacalao, (salted and dried Norwegian codfish)
1 lb dried clipfish, preferably loin (the main part of the fish)

Instructions:
1.
2.

Capers and Olive salsa
1 shallot onion, finely chopped
20 black Kalamatra olives, finely chopped
4 tbsp
Extra Virgin olive oil
1 tbsp
Capers
Balsamic vinegear
1 tbsp
4 grape tomatoes, each sliced in 4 pieces
1 tbsp
chives, finely chopped.
Rutabaga puree
14 oz
rutabaga, peeled and cubed
¼ cup heavy whipping cream
2 oz butter
Salt and pepper to taste

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

Lemon foam
¼ cup skim milk
Grated peel of one lemon

10

8.

Soak the clipfish in cold water for at least 3 days. Change the water
once. Cut it into 4 pieces. Grease a baking sheet with olive oil.
Prepare each ingredient in small cups, then mix all together, stir well
with spoon. This sauce can be kept for five days in the refrigerator.
Peel the rutabaga, cut in cubes. Add water to cover. Boil until tender
over medium heat.
Drain the water, mash the rutabaga with a masher, whisk or a handheld
blender. When purèed, add the cream and butter and bring to boil. Add
salt and pepper to taste. Cover with a lid or wrap in plastic film and
keep hot.
Bring the skim milk to boil, add the grated lemon peel, beat. The foam
is to be used for decorating the plate.
Bake the clipfish loins in a preheated oven at 395 degrees F for
approximately 7 minutes.
As a general rule it is better to stop cooking the fish 1 minute before
you think it’s done than to overcook – that way you will avoid dry fish
loins.
Put the rutabaga puree in the middle of the plate and place the ovenbaked bacalao on top of your rutabaga. Place the salsa around in a circle, sprinkle the lemon foam around.
Enjoy!
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events
calendarofe
WEST COAST
"The Dream of America", The
Nordic
Heritage
Museum,
Seattle, WA
An interactive path that traces the
journey of a Nordic immigrant
from Scandinavia to Ellis Island
and into the American frontier.
Where: The Nordic Heritage
Museum, 3014 NW 67th Street,
Seattle, WA 98117
When: Ongoing, Tuesday Saturday 10 am to 4 pm.
Admission: $4 adults, $3 seniors,
$2 students K-12, children under
5 free
Info: Tel (206) 789-5707 and
www.nordicmuseum.com
Travelling exhibition:
Wergelands Legacy
This exhibition tells the story of
the Jewish population of Norway
during the period from 1851 to the
Second World War through photographs from private albums, interviews, and original artifacts
owned by Norwegian Jewish families.
When: April through May 2004
Where: Nordic Heritage Museum,
3014 NW, 67 Street, Seattle, WA,
98117
Info: Tel (206) 789-5707 and
www.nordicmuseum.com
CLU's
2004
Scandinavian
Festival, Thousand Oaks, CA
The
festival
includes
Scandinavian and Baltic dancers,
musicians, arts, crafts, food
booths and tivoli Gardens. Special
attractions include a Viking living
history program, musical and theatrical presentations and a delicious array of Scandinavian delicacies. Entrance fee for the festival is $10 adults, $6 for seniors
and students 13-18, free for children 12 and under. Parking is
free.
When: April 24 and 25
Where:
California
Lutheran
University, 60 West Olsen Rd,
Thousand Oaks
Info: call CLU at (805) 493 3151
or
visit
www.clunet.edu/Events/ScanFest

MIDWEST
Norwegian Language Classes
in Cambridge, MN
Novice learners are welcome to
attend
Where: Isanti County Historical
Society Headquarters, 1400

Highway 293 on the old State
Hospital Grounds. Cambridge
When: Please contact Isanti
Historical Society for details.
Info: Cost: $5.00 per evening
attended;
sponsor:
Isanti
Historical Society; contact: Valorie
Arrowsmith or office staff; tel.
(763) 689-4229,
fax (763) 689-4229,
e-mail: varrow2@ecenet.com;
instructor: Carla Scharber
Symposium for Rosemalers
and Norwegian Folk Artists in
Decorah, Iowa
Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum invites to the first-ever
symposium,
The
Art
of
Rosemaling: Tradition Meets the
Creative Mind . Classes with
Sigmund Aarseth, Eldrid Arntzen,
Jo Sonja Jansen, and Karen
Jenson (April 19-29). A special
invitational exhibit, Rosemaling on
the Edge, that encourages creative twists on tradition. Another
exhibit,
First
Flowering:
Rosemaling by Early Masters.
When: Friday to Sunday, April 2325, 2004
Where: Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum, 523 West
Water Street,Decorah, IA 52101
Info.: Tel: (563) 382-9681,
www.vesterheim.org
Hjemkomst Center, Moorhead,
MN
Home of Viking ship "Hjemkomst",
modeled after the Gokstad burial
ship built around 800 AD, and a
stave
church,
replica
of
Hopperstad Stave Church in Vik in
Sogn, Norway. Heritage Shop and
Heritage Hall for traveling
exhibits.
Where: 202 - 1st Avenue North,
Moorhead, MN
Info: (218) 299 5511 or visit their
website at the following page:
www.hjemkomst-center.com

EAST COAST
The Scandinavian Library presents Nordic Films
-Thursday, March 4 at 7:30 p.m:
Zero Kelvin - This 1995 dramatically shot film has become a cult
classic. A poet leaves Oslo to follow a dream to become a hunter.
In Norwegian with English subtitles.
-Saturday, March 13 at 1p.m:
Peer Gynt - puppet film with
Edvard Grieg's music. In English.
Recommended for ages 5-8.

When: Spring 2004
Where: The Scandinavia Library,
The Scandinavian Living Center,
206 Waltham St., West Newton,
MA
Info: Contact Suzanne Clowes,
Director of the Film Program at
781-893-3794
or
e-mail
s.clowes@worldnet.att.net
Per
Brevig
conducts
Manchester
Symphony
Orchestra
Norwegian renowned conductor
Per Brevig leads a program of
music by Tchaikovsky.
When: Saturday March 13th at
8pm.
Where: Trinity Covenant Church,
302 Hackmatack St., Manchester
Info: fdegiacomo@snet.net or
http://www.msoc.org/
The Grieg Trio, Chamber Music,
North Park University,
Chicago, IL
The Grieg Trio features Vebjørn
Anvik, piano, Sølve Sigerland,
violin, and Ellen Mergrete Flesjø,
cello. The trio was established in
1987and has won several prizes:
- First prize at the 1989 Colmar
Chamber Music Competition
- "The Park House Award" in 1991
- The Norwegian Assisoation of
Music, Theatre and Ballet critics'
"Music Critics' Prize" in 1993/94
- The Grieg Prize in 1997 The trio
has performed throughout Europe
and in the USA
When: Friday March 19, 2004 at
7:30 pm
Where: Anderson Chapel, North
Park University
Info: Charles Peterson,
(773) 244 5615 or
cpeterson@northpark.edu
For tickets contact Chamber
Music at North Park (773) 244
5625.
International Viking Legacy
Symposium in Philadelphia
What do you imagine when you
hear the word "Viking"? If what
you think of is a warrior, a raider,
and a looter, you might want to be
in Philadelphia next April for a different, more modern view of
Vikings and their international culture.
When: Saturday, April 24
Where: : Independence Seaport
Museum, 211 S. Columbus Blvd.
& Walnut St., Philadelphia
Info: For information about the
symposium, contact the ASHM at
(215)389-1776, email ashm@libertynet.org,
and
visit
the

Museum's website, www.americanswedish.org or www.vikingship.org.
Norwegian Classes, Boston,
MA
A ten-week session of Norwegian
language classes will be offered
by Norumbega Lodge #506, Sons
of Norway, Boston, MA, beginning
the week of February 9th, 2004.
Seven classes a week from
beginning and intermediate levels
to advanced reading circles, will
be offered. Classes are open to
members and non-members alike
at a nominal fee. Books are additional.
When: Starts up the week of
February 9th, 2004.
Where:
Union
Church
in
Waban,14 Collins Road, Boston,
MA
Info: Call (508) 758-7849 or visit
the
lodge
website
at
http://www.norumbega3506.org.
Norwegian Dance, Arlington, MA
Norwegian dance with live music
by the Boston Spelmanslag.
Fourth Saturday of each month at
the Church of Our Saviour.
Where: 21 Marathon Street,
Arlington, MA
When: 8 pm-11 pm
Info: Call David Golber at (617)
661 3670
Norwegian Knitting Group in
Rocky River, OH
Interested
in
Scandinavian
Knitting, Patterns and Design?
Ohio Norsemen's Knitting Group
will start up again this fall and is
for beginners as well as experienced knitters.
Where: Our Savior's Church,
20300 Hilliard Road, Rocky River,
OH
When: The group will meet every
other Sunday until December
Info: 440-235-8828 or email to
vpresident@ohionorsemen.com
and www.ohionorsemen.com
Gammaldans, Brookline, MA
Live music. No partner needed.
USD 6 per event.
Where: Church of Our Savior, 25
Monmouth Street, Brookline, MA
When: Second Sunday of each
month from 8 pm - 10:30 pm
Info: (781) 891 3207

Please check www.norway.org for
complete and continous updates.
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editorial

A global environment

T

his issue of News of Norway, the first
of the six that will be released in 2004,
tackles two subjects that both have to
do with Norway's role in the world comnmunity. The first of the two feature articles examines how the Norwegian Armed Forces are
coping with a dramatically changed world
since the days of the Cold War.
Major organizational changes are underway, changes that will give Norway more
streamlined, more readily deployable forces
than it has today. The Norwegian presence in
Afghanistan and Iraq are good examples of
the kind of highly specialized troops that will
be typical for the Armed Forces once the overhaul is completed.
The second story is about Norway's place
as an environmentally conscious nation in
global context. Being the third largest
exporter of oil gives Norway a responsibility
towards the world's environment, a responsibility Børge Brende, the Minister of the
Environment, takes extremely seriously.
Mr. Brende also serves as the Chairman of
the U.N. Commission on Sustainable

Development (CSD). His combination of
positions makes him a good illustration of
Norway's place in the world. As a small, oilrich nation, it is not enough that Norway
keeps itself clean and out of trouble. It is
Norway's responsibility to partake in the
development of the rest of the world.
"I see the transformation of words into
action, and a focus on implementation, as our
main challenge," Mr. Brende said of the CSD
when he opened Norway's 20th National Park
in Møysalen in Vesterålen last fall.
"We must not, yet again, merely rearrange
the deck chairs on the Titanic," he added.

W

hile NATO provides an important
framework for our Armed Forces,
the United Nations proves increasingly important for Norway when it comes to
pursuing sustainable development in the
world as a whole.
More than 1.2 billion people around the
world lack basic water supplies. More than
2.6 billion people do not have access to adequate sanitation. More than one billion slum

dwellers are living undignified lives deprived
of basic opportunities that we take for granted.
The CSD, led by Mr. Brende, has set ambitious targets for the next decade. By 2015, the
commission wants to cut the proportion of
people without sustainable access to drinking
water in half. By 2020, the aim is to have
achieved a significant improvement in the
lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers.
These are ambitious goals, as are those of
the Norwegian Armed Forces. Norway is
actively pursuing and maintaining the role as
a modernizing and changing nation in a modernizing and changing world. Our decisions
affect not only us; it affects our grandchildren
as well. And, in this ever-globalizing world, it
affects everyone around us to an increasing
extent.
Happy reading!

KRISTOFFER RØNNEBERG | EDITOR

newsnor@norway.org
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