Welcome to Norway Day Festival 2008

Dear friends,

Norway Day Festival has been a success since it took place for the first time in 1993. The many visitors make it one of the largest Norwegian festivals in the United States.  People of all ages gather to celebrate and experience Norwegian culture. They come to experience food, music, art and culture to get a picture of what Norway is all about.  It unites the old and new Norway in an enjoyable manner.  Special attention has been given to kids activities, making the weekend a truly family affair.

The program is varied. We are proud to present to you not only our traditions of the past, but also Norway of today. We want you to learn more about us. You can of course only get glimpses of the story of Norway. Our intention is that the Festival will increase your desire to travel to Norway to get the whole story. The Festival has been a great promoter of Norway as an attractive travel destination, with its breathtaking fjords and pristine nature.
The Run for Arctic Awareness has become very popular with many participants enjoying the run and the sun. This is very much in line with Norway’s commitment to promote environmental protection.  The Run contributes to increase our attention to the importance of protecting the unique environment in the north and the ecosystems that produce living resources for future generations.
The Royal Norwegian Consulate General in San Francisco is a proud sponsor of the Festival. We support the Festival because it is good publicity for us, it increases our visibility, it strengthens the bonds between Norway and the United States, and it brings together the Norwegian community and the friends of the community.  It shows the visitors that Norway is an exciting and modern nation of culture.

I would like to pay tribute to all of you who make Norway Day Festival possible and see to that the Festival takes place year after year. A big thank you goes to our sponsors who have given generously to this years Festival.  My gratitude also goes to the members of the board under the able leadership of President Arne Morkemo and all the other dedicated volunteers who have worked so diligently to plan and organize the Festival.  Sponsors and volunteers are essential to continue Norway Day Festival. And so are the visitors.

Enjoy it!

Are-Jostein Norheim

Consul General of Norway
