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H

aving recently arrived in Washington, D.C., this fall, I really look forward to serving as
Norway’s new Ambassador to the United States. I have never been as motivated for any
job as I am for the tasks at hand as Ambassador in Washington. The relationship with
the United States is of vital importance to the Norwegian government and the Norwegian people. In fact, it is the most important
and extensive relationship we have with any country. Many
Americans of Norwegian descent contribute substantially to these
deep bilateral relations, particularly in the field of education,
research and business cooperation.
One area of cooperation is science and research, which this
fall’s Science Week in Washington, D.C., demonstrated. The annual conference, organized by the embassy in cooperation with the
Resesarch Council of Norway and the Carnegie Institution, brought
Norwegian, U.S. and Canadian scientists together to discuss the
“hot topic” of climate change (pages 6-7).

F

rom the big goals, such as the Norwegian government’s
ambitious target for Norway to be carbon neutral by 2050
(page 3), to the small, but nonetheless important, everything
counts: this issue of News of Norway is printed on recycled paper
certified by the Forest Stewardship Council, and printed with soybased ink. And the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Washington
strives to be “greener” with programs for recycling and energy conservation. We will all have to do our part to take “climate action.”

osce
The Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) appointed Ambassador
of Norway to the U.S., Knut
Vollebaek, as High Commissioner on
National Minorities. He will be
responsible for investigating
problems of national minorities
in OSCE states, and assists in
conflict prevention through project work and quiet diplomacy.
Vollebaek served as Norway’s
Foreign Minister from 1997 to
2000, and headed the OSCE during Norway’s chairmanship in
1999. In 2005, he was given the
task of chairing the OSCE’s
reform panel. He was Norway’s
ambassador in Washington, D.C.,
from 2001 to July, 2007.
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nobel peace prize
On December 10, former Vice
President Al Gore will be in Oslo
to receive the 2007 Nobel Peace
Prize, shared with the UN’s
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, for “their efforts
to build up and disseminate
greater knowledge about manmade climate change, and to lay
the foundations for the measures
that are needed to counteract such
change,” according to the Nobel
Committee, “Al Gore has been
one of the world’s leading environmentalist politicians. He is
probably the single individual
who has done most to create
greater worldwide understanding
of the measures that need to be
adopted.”
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common future
Twenty years after launching
“Our Common Future,” Norway’s
former Prime Minister Gro Harlem
Brundtland was this year appointed UN Special Envoy for Climate
Change. Brundtland and her fellow special envoys, R. Lagos
from Chile and Korea’s Han
Seung-soo, will work with world
leaders, and assist the UN
Secretary-General in his efforts to
give momentum to the multilateral climate change negotiations in
the UN. “No-one should doubt
that the fight against climate
change and the fight against
poverty are the greatest challenges we face. It is our historic
task to bring about the process of
change that is needed,” she said.

holberg prize
Ronald Dworkin, a New York
University professor, was awarded the
Holberg International Memorial Prize
for 2007. The legal philosopher
received the prize for his influential
legal theory built on moral principles.
Dworkin’s theory is grounding law in
morality, and is characterized by a
unique ability to tie together abstract
philosophical ideas and arguments
with concrete everyday concerns in
law, morals, and politics. Dworkin’s
pioneering scholarly work has had
world wide impact. He has participated extensively in the public debate of
contemporary political and legal
issues. The main purpose of the prize
is to raise the status of the academic
fields of the arts and humanities, social
sciences, law and theology.

climate action

norway to be carbon neutral by 2050
Norway has launched a plan for significant cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions, with the ambitious target of being carbon neutral by 2050.

T

he Norwegian government is voluntarily strengthening its commitment under
the Kyoto Protocol by 10 per cent,
which will mean cutting emissions of CO2
equivalents by 5 million tons a year in the
2008-2012 period. By 2020, global emissions
of greenhouse gases are set to be reduced by
the equivalent of 30 per cent of Norway’s
emissions in 1990.
Norway seeks to accomplish the goals by
substantially reducing its own emissions and
by offsetting remaining emissions against

reduced emissions in other countries, through
a new emissions trading initiative.
“This confirms Norway’s position as a
leading nation with regard to climate policy.
The most important action we can take to
reduce global emissions will be to serve as a
driving force in the efforts to develop a new,
more comprehensive international agreement
on climate change. At the same time we ourselves will make substantial cuts in greenhouse gas emissions both at home and
abroad,” Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg
said.
he new website has been established as
part of the strategy in reaching the
ambitious goal. “Climate change is one
of the greatest problems facing the world. Our
new website www.CarbonNeutralNorway.no
– our new emissions trading initiative – will
be an important tool in the efforts to make
Norway carbon neutral by 2050,” State
Secretary of the Ministry of Finance Geir
Axelsen said.
The purpose of the portal is to provide rel-

T

evant and consistent information for all
actors, and ensure that the government’s emissions trading is carried out in a proper and
transparent manner.
orway is already making a concerted
effort in reducing emissions at both
national and international level. A CO2
tax has helped to reduce emissions from oil
production, so that emissions per unit produced in Norway are down to a third of the
average international level.
“In addition to mitigating climate change,
the purchase of credits from Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) projects
will also entail transfers of capital, knowledge
and technology from rich to poor countries.
This means that investing in the environment
in developing countries is not just good environmental policy, it is also good development
policy,” Mr. Axelsen said.

N

Read more:
www.carbonneutralnorway.no
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by arild strømmen

O

slo’s dazzling new opera house will
be covered with one of the world’s
largest environmentally friendly glass
shells. Norway is a leading nation in the production of monocrystalline silicon wafer, a
technology better known as solar cell panels.
The exterior of the south side of Norway’s
new national opera house consists of a 5,000
square foot glass wall with an integrated solar
cell panel that counts for 3,500 square foot.
The solar cell panel will generate 20,618 kWh
per year, which is equivalent to an entire
year’s worth of energy consumption for an
average Norwegian household.
Norway’s new opera house is part of EU’s
ECO-culture project, which promotes more
environmentally friendly building management through energy savings in lighting, heating and ventilation systems.
“Our goal is to display a modern technology that is developed in Norway. We are a leading nation on research and development in
this area through corporations like REC and
NorSun,” said Ida H. Bryn, at Erichsen &
Horgen A/S, one of Norway’s main energy
consultancies.
The solar cell panel will be activated at the
end of 2007, half a year before the official
opening of the opera house in April 2008.
The opera house was designed by
Snøhetta, an acclaimed Norwegian architectural firm, which was also behind the Library
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of Alexandria, Egypt and the Turner
Contemporary museum in England.
Snøhetta was commissioned after receiving first prize in an anonymous, open international architectural competition for the opera
house, which included 230 accepted entries
from around the world.
Snøhetta’s winning design has been characterized by the jury as: “a poetic and concrete response to a demanding assignment…
The design takes from the city and gives back
to the city; it directs, but is nevertheless subservient and puts people and the magic and
power of the opera house at the center of the
place. It creates an unexpected dynamic both
externally and internally to the benefit of
lovers of opera and ballet, the city of Oslo and
the international community.”
A sloping roof surface has been designed
that rises directly from beneath the fjord. It is
designed with fractures, stairs, the stage roof
surfaces and the stage towers as defining features to the vast platform that can be traversed
from the sea to the uppermost levels by the
visitor. Together with the vertical movement,
the diagonal lines create a convincing composition that, at the same time, is humble, adapted to the scale of the city, distinctive and
unique in the city landscape. It forms an
extension of the landscape surrounding the
city and is not clearly distinguishable as
either building or ground.

The exterior of the south side of Norway’s
new national opera house consists of a
5,000 square foot glass wall with an integrated solar cell panel that counts for 3,500
square foot.
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NORWAY’S GREEN OPERA

opera

“Beam me up,
Maestro!”
by thor englund
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D

o you doubt that opera and cutting-edge technology go hand in
hand? Well you may want to think again, as a groundbreaking
collaboration between the Metropolitan Opera in New York
City and the World Opera in Tromsø, Norway, is using the newest in
media technology to make opera available to new audiences across the
globe.
The opera version of the mathematical concept of chaos theory is as
follows: When Madame Butterfly flaps her wings in New York,
applause will rain in Tromsø. This was the idea behind the new cooperative effort of the Met and the World Opera – the northernmost opera
house in the world, a few hundred miles north of the Arctic Circle.
Using the latest in high-definition cameras and satellite technology,
the Met now can film its performances and stream the signal to movie
theaters. And if you thought opera had any less appeal than its
Hollywood competition, you may be mistaken: The performances from
the Met have enjoyed standing-room-only receptions across the country.
Now however, the luxury of seeing a Met opera is not exclusive to
Americans. This year, visitors to the World Opera in Tromsø have been
some of the first in Europe to enjoy simulcasts of 6 different opera performances from the Met, such as Mozart’s “The Magic Flute” and
Rossini’s “The Barber of Seville.” The performances are filmed in
New York in extreme high-definition, making the performance and
sound lifelike and supremely detailed (members of the audience have
been seen sporting classic opera binoculars.)
Getting crisp satellite transmissions to Tromsø from New York –
via Britain – has been surprisingly smooth with the help of high-tech

expertise at the University of Tromsø.
“We’ve had a very special relationship with Tromsø,” said Mark
Schubin, engineer-in-charge at the opera department at the Met.
“When we tested our satellite connection with theaters in various
locations in Europe, the only place that received it perfectly every single time was Tromsø, despite being the most distant collaborator.”
“In my map, there is a big heart around Tromsø,” Schubin said,
smiling.
What makes the technology even more interesting, however, is that
the satellite signals can go both ways:
“We can show a Met performance in Tromsø, but we can also show
a performance from Tromsø at the Met,” Schubin said, “and there have
been discussions about including operas from around the world on our
schedule too. Or we can even have an orchestra playing in, say, New
York, and a singer in Japan performing together.”
One of the challenges of a performance like this is the small time
lag that beaming the signal across continents creates. Yet interesting
problems call for interesting solutions:
“Interestingly enough, we have now seen composers adapting their
music to this new technology,” Schubin said.
“Some composers have written music with a couple of seconds’
time lag in it, to make up for the time it takes for the signal to travel
via satellite from Norway to New York. It means that you can have a
singer in Japan performing with an orchestra in New York, without
worrying about time lag.”
“It’s pretty neat,” he added. “And opens some completely new possibilities.”
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Prizes for Pondering the Universe
“I am fascinated by the very biggest, the very smallest and the
thing you need to understand both of them – the human brain,”
says Norwegian-born philanthropist Fred Kavli.
by arild strømmen

F

the Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters. The Academy will in turn review the
final recommendations and select the award
recipients. “The Kavli Prizes is a strong statement and good vehicle for creating interest in
science, and to recruit young talent to

red Kavli introduced the three new science prizes he is funding – each worth
$1 million – when he spoke at Science
Week in Washington, D.C., this fall.
Nominations are currently being accepted for
the first-ever Kavli Prizes in astrophysics,
nanoscience and neuroscience. They will be
awarded every other year, the first to be presented by King Harald V on September 9,
2008.
The 80-year-old entrepreneur is hopeful
that his contributions may facilitate finding
answers to some of the big questions in life,
that have consumed him since childhood.
Recalling growing up on a farm by the
Eresfjord in southwestern Norway he said:
“At times, the whole sky was aflame with the
northern lights shifting and dancing across the
sky down to the white-clad mountaintops. In
the stillness and loneliness of the white mountains, I pondered the universe, the planet,
nature and the wonders of man – I'm still pondering.”

science week 2007:
The 6th annual Science Week in Washington, D.C., was organized by the Norwegian
Embassy in parnership with the Research Council of Norway and the Carnegie Institution
for Science. The conference brought Norwegian, U.S. and Canadian scientists together to
discuss action to combat climate change, and to strengthen transatlantic ties on research
and higher education.
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D

uring the World War II, when oil and
gas were scarce in Norway, Kavli and
his brother made and sold wooden briquettes for burning in automobiles, thus
financing their education. After earning a
degree in applied physics at what is now the
Norwegian University of Science and
Technology, he jumped on a boat to America.
In Los Angeles, he landed a job with a small
company with a contract to make sensors for
the control systems on Atlas missiles and two
years later he started his own company, called
Kavlico. It made sensors for airliners and military aircraft, for the space shuttle, and eventually for car engines. When Kavli sold the
company in 2000, Kavlico had 1,500 employees and annual revenues of $67 million. Since
then he has donated more than $100 million to
endow 15 scientific research institutes at universities throughout the world. A number of
scientists affiliated with these Kavli Institutes
have won the Nobel Prize for science.
But Kavli insists his prizes are different
than the Nobel prizes. He does not want them
to be end-of-career accolades, as Nobels often
are, but should instead propel less wellknown scientists forward, and Nobel winners
are simply excluded from consideration.
Reflecting the international scope of each
prize, the committees are comprised of leading researchers based in Asia, Europe and
North America. Chosen for their excellence
and reputation in their fields, the committee
members will review the prize nominations
then provide their final recommendations to

reasearch in these fields,” said Jan Fridthjof
Bernt, President of the Norwegian Academy
of Science and Letters. “We want to honor
highly creative scientists and foster international understanding,” he said.

science week

Giving Carbon a Decent Burial
“We won't be able to solve climate problems without giving
carbon a decent burial,” says environmentalist Frederic Hauge.
by arild strømmen
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www.co2store.org
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T

he chief executive of Bellona, an Oslo-based
environmental NGO, touts a new weapon to
combat climate change: “carbon capture and
storage.” This entails reducing emissions by capturing CO2 from energy production and depositing it
deep underground, instead of releasing it into the
atmosphere. Because, in Hauge’s pragmatic view,
we won’t stop using oil and gas any time soon.
“Eighty percent of global energy production is
fossil fuel, and the demand for energy is increasing.
Ultimately we want to go from fossil fuel to renewable energy, but the path is long and complicated,”
he said. In the meantime, we have to do what we can
to make sure that energy production is as “clean” as
possible. He is challenging nations and companies
to develop and implement technology to do just that.
“The heat is on,” he says, “A wealthy country
like Norway has an obligation to combat climate
change and using technology is the way to do it.”
Several industrial-scale storage projects are in operation in Norway, where carbon dioxide is stripped
from natural gas with amine solvents and disposed
of in a saline formation underground. According to
Hauge, as much as 30 billion tons of CO2 may be Frederic Hauge co-founded Norwegian environmental NGO Bellona in 1986. He is
also Vice-Chairman for the European Union's Technology Platform on Zero
stored safely this way by 2050.
Emission Fossil Fuel Power Plants, and in October 2007 was featured in Time
auge was featured in the October issue of Magazine as one of 40 heroes of the environment “The only thing I'’m more afraid
Time magazine as one of 40 heroes of the of than environmental threats is apathy,” he said.
environment, along with Nobel Peace Prize
winners Al Gore and Wangari Maathai. He is vice
chairman for the European Union's Technology
Platform on Zero Emission Fossil FuelPower Plants,
and not new to the business of activism. The 42year-old co-founded Bellona in 1986, and spent a
better part of his life exposing and dealing with the
potentially devastating threat to the environment
posed by an aging nuclear submarine fleet in northern Russia.
Although outspoken, his approach is not that of a
violently confrontational activist, but more of scientific activism: With his staff of 60, which includes
engineers and physicists, he works closely with the
authorities and with oil companies to help them
become “greener.” Hauge regularly sits down with
executives of Norway’s largest company,
StatoilHydro, in solutions-oriented discussions.
Some green groups scoff at this practice, but Hauge
views it as crucial to reducing emissions.
Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) from StatoilHydro’s
Snow White field in Northern Norway will be delivered to the U.S. for the first time this fall. At Science
Week 2007 in Washington, D.C., Hauge was happy
to report: “The CO2 from the LNG-production at
Snow White will be captured and stored underground.”
The illustration shows injection of carbon dioxide under the seabed for permanent
storage at the Sleipner field in the North Sea. StatoilHydro currently is involved in
Read more:
four large-scale commercial projects on carbon capture and storage. aims to reduce
www.bellona.org
carbon dioxide emissions from its operating facilities by about one third up to 2010.

norway debates the promise,
costs of new drilling:
oil means more revenue but more climate change

ILLUSTRATION BY STATOILHYDRO

by juliet eilperin, washington post

feature

Washington Post staff writer Juliet Eilperin went to Norway this summer
to look at how Norway deals with oil, climate, and responsible investing.

T

ROMSO, NORWAY: This small country, which has a vast
treasure of undersea oil and an intense civic concern about global warming, is struggling with a dilemma -- but it is one that most
nations would envy.
In little more than two generations, oil and gas have transformed
Norway from a country recovering from World War II occupation into
an economic powerhouse. But now its citizens and politicians are
debating whether it should take advantage of Earth’s warming to drill
for more oil above the Arctic Circle, knowing that consumption of that
oil will accelerate climate change.
Energy experts estimate that as much as 73 billion barrels of oil and
natural gas could be trapped in a 1,220-mile-long stretch of the Arctic
seabed. Complicating the argument further, those resources would be
easier to tap in a warmer environment.
Given the value of Norway’s existing oil and gas -- the country
ranks as the world’s third biggest gas exporter and fifth largest oil
exporter, and petroleum accounted for 36 percent of the government’s
revenue last year -- its political and business leaders are increasingly
focused on the opportunities in what they call “the High North.” They
know that if Norway holds back, Russia, Denmark, Canada and other
countries with Arctic claims could well vie to exploit these resources.
(This fall, a Russian mini-submarine planted the Russian flag, encased
in a titanium capsule, on the seabed at the North Pole in a symbolic
gesture to underscore its claims to the Arctic’s underwater resources.)
This has left policymakers and scientists pondering a difficult question: What should Norway do about the fact that global warming will
make their climate more hospitable and enhance their financial situation, even as it inflicts damage on other parts of the world?
“The paradox is this part of the world is the most fortunate when it
comes to climate change,” said Jan-Gunnar Winther, who directs the
Norwegian Polar Institute in the Arctic city of Tromso. “Norway,
which could experience a net positive effect of moderate climate
change has a special responsibility as a nation, to take responsible
action for the good of countries that may experience severe effects.”
At StatoilHydro, the Norwegian oil company whose majority
owner is the government, Trude Sundset, senior vice president for the
environment, said its officials view global warming as a problem, but
they also feel a need to supply international markets.
This fall Statoil will begin production in the Barents Sea, where the
Norwegian Petroleum Directorate estimates that 8 billion barrels of oil
and gas lie.
“As long as the world wants to have oil and gas, you need to go
where the oil and gas exists,” Sundset said.
Government officials say they are committed to reducing Norway’s
greenhouse gas emissions, both at home and by purchasing carbon offsets abroad. The country is on track to reduce its emissions to 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2012, despite the fact that it was allotted a
slight increase under the Kyoto Protocol, the 1997 treaty that seeks to
curb global warming.
In late June, the government announced a further plan to cut emissions by 30 percent by 2020 and to make the entire economy carbon
neutral in 2050, though it did not detail how it would do so.
Jonas Gahr Store, the minister of foreign affairs, said that while
changing climate conditions will make it easier to extract oil and gas
from beneath the Barents Sea, his country is pioneering carbon-capture
and storage technologies that will help mitigate its emissions.
“Where Norway can make a huge difference is what we can do in
terms of our research of new technology in oil and gas,” Store said.
But even some backers of carbon-capture and storage strategies -Norway has already buried more than 1 million tons of carbon dioxide

under the sea -- say the government is making a mistake in pushing
aggressively for energy exploration in a melting ecosystem.
“We have a responsibility to manage the Arctic, not based on local
and regional welfare, [but] for managing this important ecosystem in
an environmental way,” said Frederic Hauge, who heads the environmental group Bellona.
Norwegians’ domestic activity releases 17 to 18 tons of carbon
dioxide per person annually, Hauge said, but that figure balloons to
124.7 tons if it includes emissions from all the petroleum shipped overseas.
“In my opinion, that is the right way to look at the moral commitment we have,” he said. He added that Norwegians have become
dependent on money from energy exploitation: “We are a country of
petroholics. A nice, little, selfish country of petroholics.”
In a nation that prides itself on its commitment to social responsibility at home and abroad, that sort of rhetoric stings.
This is a country, after all, that has diverted a significant chunk of
its oil profits to create a $300 billion pension fund that seeks to invest
only in overseas enterprises that do not conflict with its values. A
philosopher advises Norway’s central bank, which manages the fund,
on how to steer clear of morally questionable investments, and an independent ethics commission recommends when the fund should divest
itself of objectionable holdings.
The fund divested stock in Lockheed Martin on grounds that the
company makes cluster bombs and land mines, and in Wal-Mart
because of the retail chain’s controversial labor practices.
“What we’ve done, in one generation, is remove value from under
the seabed and put it into the bank,” Store said. “We did not end up in
the ‘oil curse’ “ -- the web of corruption and economic inequality
afflicting many oil-rich nations.
But some Norwegians still fear that the government does not recognize the moral implications of its activities. Aili Keskitalo, a leader
of the indigenous Sami people (also known as Lapps), said the “oil
rush in the Arctic” may have an environmental impact that far outlasts
the drilling.
Keskitalo, who is president of the Samis’ parliament and lives in the
High North, said indigenous leaders have not had as much input as
they would like into national policy, and Samis do not receive oil and
gas royalties because the resources lie under the sea.
They have begun to lobby oil companies directly to try to extract
concessions. While they have had some success, she said, that does not
compensate for the fact that Samis’ traditional knowledge about fishing and reindeer herding is becoming obsolete as the climate changes.
“We all know it [drilling] will last for 20 to 50 years, and then we
will still be here after our guests will leave,” Keskitalo said. “And we
will have to live with the consequences.”
In late June, State Secretary Liv Monica Stubholt, whose portfolio
includes energy and environmental issues, traveled to Tromso to meet
with scientists at the Norwegian Polar Institute and observe how global warming is reshaping the region.
“We will be producing and selling oil for a long time yet,” she predicted, but she said Norwegians are aware that they will ultimately be
judged both by how they contributed to climate change and by how
they sought to stop it.
“It is the yardstick by which we will be measured in the future,”
Stubholt said.
© 2007, The Washington Post. Reprinted with Permission.
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expedition

SETTING SAIL IN A REED BOAT
by arild strømmen

I

n July, this year, an international experimental archaeology team
set sail from New York in a prehistoric 45 foot long reed boat,
headed across the Atlantic towards Spain.
The hull of the boat, named ABORA III, was built on Lake
Titikaka, Bolivia, in the traditional style of the Aymara Indians, in
accordance with 15,000 year old rock drawings. The expedition leader,
Dominique Görlitz, wanted to test his thesis that food and medicinal
plants were traded across the Atlantic in pre-Columbian times. Görlitz
took on the heritage of the late Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl
who led the Kon Tiki balsa raft and several reed boat expeditions.
Heyerdahl, a close friend of Görlitz for a decade, played a major role
in the design of both the vessel and the
expedition of ABORA III.
With him on the boat, Görlitz had a
crew of 11, including Tormod Granheim
(pictured above), a Norwegian explorer
and extreme skiier, and the first person
ever to ski the North Face of Mount
Everest.

T

he expedition ran into bad weather
from the get-go. On day 5 the
crew’s diary read “So far, the trip
has been eventful. Waves have been
reaching 10 feet and winds have been
blowing up to 17 knots per hour.
Handling the fragile boat demands conservative judgment. Last night, Görlitz had no choice but to partly
lower the sail to temporarily reduce the speed of the ABORA III. The
boat performed well in the challenging conditions, but left many a
crewmember sleepless as it rolled heavily in the waves. Helmsman
Tormod Granheim, worked the rudder through the entire night.”
Several broken lee-boards proved an additional challenge, especially for the expedition’s diver, Sabrina Lorenz, who had the task of diving beneath the boat and untangling a mass of ropes which had become
intertwined due to the damaged boards.
Despite strong confidence in the vessel, it was clear to all that this
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was no pleasure cruise. The crew was involved in a living experiment
of a type that few modern people will ever endure. Every day, they collected new experiences and observations about what it would have
been like for a stone age sailor to navigate the open seas.

A

fter 56 days at sea the crew had to abandon their goal of reaching the other side of the Atlantic, after rudder damage and a lack
of spare parts. “We have collected a large bank of empirical data
and hands-on experiences that further help us to understand pre-historic seafaring and trade. Our trip has not been easy, and in the end a
gale broke the make-shift rudder that we were forced to craft after an
earlier storm stole my stern and damaged the original twin rudders. The
incident gave us an understanding of
how ancient sailors could have coped
with such dramatic challenges, but
now, unable to craft a new rudder due
to lack of spare parts we chose to
accept assistance from another ship,”
Görlitz said.

D

espite cutting the expedition
short, it was still fruitful.
Working on his Ph.D. in botany,
Görlitz towed bags of seeds behind the
vessel. He intends to examine them
with a team of scientists at the
University of Bonn and the Institute for Plant Research and Genetics at
Gatersleben. Traces of two new world plants, tobacco and coca, have
been found in the mummy of Ramses II. According to Görlitz, if seeds
from these plants cannot germinate after floating across the Atlantic,
then it would suggest that they were brought back by trans-Atlantic
seafarers.
The ABORA III was also a social experiment of sorts, bringing
together 11 people from four nations ranging in age from 21 to 63.
“The team exhibited strong teamwork during times of treacherous seas
as well as during times of calm,” Görlitz said.

grieg

Bergen Philharmonic on First Ever U.S. Tour
by ingrid weie ytreland

B

ergen Philharmonic Orchestra, a
Norwegian orchestra with an American
conductor, is on its first ever tour of the
U.S. in November 2007. The tour celebrates
composer Edvard Grieg.
“Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra is one of
Norway’s unique cultural treasures…I can not
express how glad I am to be working with the
orchestra in a fantastic environment” says
conductor, Andrew Litton.
The orchestra appears frequently abroad
under Andrew Littons direction. “As for the
conducting, Andrew Litton is a star. He goes
for the big sound…the raw, brute dynamism
of his reading is electro-chemical.” wrote The
Independent. The U.S. tour gives the audience
a taste of Grieg’s music at 12 concerts up and
down the East Coast, including a concert at
New York's Carnegie Hall.
Since fall 2003, American Andrew Litton
has been the Orchestra’s Principal Conductor.
Litton's contract was renewed spring 2005
and he is now titled Music Director. Maestro
Litton is the first American to lead one of
Europe’s oldest established orchestras. He
grew up in New York and went to Julliard
School of Music, where he studied piano and

conducting. He has previously fronted the
Dallas Symphony Orchestra and has been the
art director of Minnesota Orchestra
Sommerfest. It has been said that the contact
between the conductor and the orchestra is
exceptional.
Established in 1765, the Bergen
Philharmonic Orchestra is one
of the oldest orchestral
institutions in the
world.
The
Orchestra
is
based
in
Bergen where

their main arena is Grieghallen, but concerts
are also held in other parts of Norway and
abroad. The orchestra consists of 95 musicians. Edvard Grieg had close ties to the
Orchestra and was art director during the
years 1880-1882. He also bequeathed a portion of his estate to a fund which
continues to provide
financial support
for
the
orchestra.

grieg on the edge
What on earth did renowned Norwegian pianist Leif Ove Andsnes do
with a grand piano weighing 1,000 pounds – at the edge of a cliff?
Andsnes wanted to bring back Edvard Grieg’s music to nature,
from which Grieg found inspiration for his compositions. Grieg collected sounds from nature and made extensive use of tone pictures that
recreated and reworked impressions of Norway’s natural landscapes.
Birdsong and waterfall, rain and mountain sounds are all elements
found in his compositions.
Andsnes has taken the nature in Grieg’s music to another level. A
grand piano was flown in hanging from a helicopter to Rossnos
Mountain on the Norwegian west coast. The peak soars 6,000 feet
above sea-level and the piano was placed just six feet from the cliff’s

edge. Andsnes is convinced that the composer would have liked his
musical stunt. “Grieg was a man of nature,” a tuxedo-clad pianist said
following the performance.
The occasion for the unusual performance was the Norwegian
Broadcasting Corporation’s shooting of a documentary on Edvard
Grieg in conjunction with the commemoration of the centenary of the
composer’s death.
Andsnes plays with the New York Philharmonic at New York's
Lincoln Center on January 17, 18, 19, 2008, and in Washington,
D.C., on April 22, 2008. For details see norway.org/culture
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what’s cooking

Norwegian
Culinary Team
Heats up Chicago
by lise rist

N

orway’s National Culinary Team finished in overall
third place, with a gold medal in the hot-food category,
at the largest and most prestigious international culinary competition in the United States, the American Culinary
Classics 2007. “This was a hard and good competition and we
are very pleased with the results,” team leader Sven Eric
Renaa of the Culinary Institute of Norway said.
The Norwegian team competed in two categories against
11 teams from around the world. They won gold in the hotfood category with a menu that included halibut, king crab,
calf filet, and almond cake. In the cold-food category Norway
placed third. Entrants are judged on creativity, flavor, presentation, timing, and technique.
The Norwegian National Culinary Team consists of 11
culinary professionals in addition to two advisers. However,
during the competition, only six members of the team are
allowed in the kitchen. This is the second international competition for the Norwegian team. Last year its members won
gold in both the hot- and cold-food categories at the Culinary
World Cup in Luxembourg. They have trained together for
four years, and now are shooting for winning the 2008
Culinary Olympics.
“We have a very strong team with team members complementing each other perfectly. I believe Norway has a good
chance to win gold at the culinary Olympics next year,” said
the chef at the Norwegian Embassy in Washington, Ingeborg
Nygaard, who joined the team in Chicago as an observer.

PHOTOS BY TOM HAGA

for recipes please visit www.norway.org/food

Appetizer: Bean with leek
flan, with garlic pureé and
cured ham chips.

Appetizer: Lightly smoked
Norwegian white halibut with
egg and kaix roe, served with
Norwegian king crab, sunchoke
“sphere,” king crab salad and
crab-lobster sauce.
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Main course: Roasted veal with
morel mushrooms, spring vegetables and potato terrine with
sherry sauce.

Dessert: White chocolate
and lime cream served with
an almond tart, strawberry,
and mango in a sugar tube
with strawberry foam and
yogurt ice cream.

books

Out Stealing
Headlines
by mats silberg/arild strømmen

F

ew books by a Norwegian author have
made such a forceful impact on the literary scene and won as many internationally significant prizes as Per Petterson’s
Out Stealing Horses. Recently, Petterson’s
novel was a featured book in The New York
Times Book Review, and thus stole its way
into the homes of 1.6 million Americans.
In the review, written by Thomas
McGuane, Out Stealing Horses is described
as a “short yet spacious and powerful book,”
with a “gripping account of such originality
as to expand the reader’s own experience of
life.” McGuane hails Pettersons feat of managing to handle the time collapses in a story
that spans half a century “through an ingenuity of the narrative (…) with such structural
assurance and isometric tightness that the
continuity is undisturbed.”

I

n 1948, when he is fifteen, Trond spends
a summer in the country with his father.
The events – the accidental death of a
child, his best friend’s feelings of guilt and
eventual disappearance, his father’s decision
to leave the family for another woman – will
change his life forever. An early morning
adventure out stealing horses leaves Trond
bruised and puzzled by his friend Jon’s sudden breakdown. The tragedy that lies behind
this scene becomes the catalyst for the two
boys’ families gradually to fall apart. As a
67-year-old man, and following the death of
his wife, Trond has moved to an isolated part
of Norway to live in solitude. But a chance
encounter with a character from the fateful
summer of 1948 brings the painful memories
of that year flooding back, and will leave
Trond even more convinced of his decision
to end his days alone.

O

ut Stealing Horses, which was published by Graywolf Press in the U.S.
in May 2007, had already won the
Independent Foreign Fiction Prize in 2006,
and this year won the 100,000 Euro
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award,
beating off stiff competition from seven

established names such as Salman Rushdie
and Julian Barnes. It was translated from
Norwegian by Anne Born, and is described
as a moving tale about feelings of isolation
and of the painful loss of innocence and of
traditional ways of life gone for ever.
Out Stealing Horses, which was the only
translated title on the shortlist, won the
author 75,000 Euro and the book’s translator,
Anne Born, 25,000 Euro. The shortlist also
included the following titles: Arthur and
George by Julian Barnes, Shalimar the
Clown by Salman Rushdie, Slow Man by
J.M. Coetzee, A Long Long Way by
Sebastian Barry, Extremely Loud &
Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer,
The Short Day Dying by Peter Hobbs, and
No Country for Old Men by Cormac
McCarthy.

out stealing horses
By Per Petterson
Published by Graywolf Press
288 pages, $22

T

he judges called the book a “magical
novel that captivates the reader” and
said it is a masterful achievement by
one of Europe's finest novelists. “Out
Stealing Horses is an intensely lyrical and
evocative novel that handles with a deft and
seemingly effortless prose style the transition of the past into memory, and its shifting,
unpredictable persistence.”

P

er Petterson has won several
Norwegian prizes, among them the
Norwegian Critics Award and the
Booksellers’ Best Book of the Year Award,.
He was born in 1952 and was a librarian and
bookseller before he published his first
work, a volume of short stories, in 1987.
Since then he has written a book of essays
and five novels that have established his reputation as one of Norway’s best fiction writers. To Siberia and In the Wake (which was
longlisted for the Independent Foreign
Fiction Prize in 2004) are published by
Harvill in English translation.
Petterson made several appearances in
the U.S. this fall, including being featured at
the PEN World Voices Festival in New York.
and a book tour to the Mid-West.

PER PETTERSON

P

er Petterson was born in Oslo and has
written five novels. He has worked as a
manual laborer, is a trained librarian,
spent twelve years as a bookseller, and was a
translator and literary critic before becoming
a full-time writer. This year Petterson has
made several appearances in the U.S., including being a featured participant at the PEN
World Voices Festival in New York.
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In December, 2007, the opening ceremony
nation’s capital gets a Tree-lighting
taste of Norwegian
food, culture, and music,
at the 11th annual
Norwegian Christmas
at Union Station. For a
complete and updated
program please visit
norway.org/xmas
kick-ooff
Toys for Tots Kick-off and
Model Train Launch

The start of the Norwegian Model
train at Union Station also marks
the regional kick-off for the 2007
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys
for Tots campaign. The giant
Norwegian model train has been
popular with visitors every
December for 11 years, as it winds
through the mountains and fjords
of Norway. Each train set is hand
crafted by our expert model
builder and is a replica of a current/historic Norwegian train.
When: Tuesday, Nov. 20, 9 a.m.
Train runs daily thereafter 10 a.m.
- 7 p.m. through Jan. 6.
Where: Union Station, West Hall,
50 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.,
Washington, D.C.
Admission: FREE, no tickets
Info: (202) 333-6000 or
www.norway.org/xmas

bazaar
Norwegian-American Holiday
Bazaar - Details to be announced
Info: www.norway.org/xmas
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Norway is pleased to present a
30-foot tall Christmas tree as a gift
to the people of Washington, D.C.
The tree is presented as a sign of
friendship between our two
nations and to express Norway's
gratitude for the assistance it
received from the United States
during and after World War II.
Performances by the nationally
recognized Children's Chorus of
Washington, which represents
over 100 schools in greater
Washington, D.C.
When: Thursday, November 29, 6
p.m. The tree will be up through
December 27.
Where: Union Station, Main Hall,
50 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.,
Washington, D.C.
Admission: FREE, no tickets
Info: (202) 333-6000 or
www.norway.org/xmas

Edvard Grieg at the National
Gallery of Art

The National Gallery Orchestra
plays Grieg under the direction of
Norwegian Guest Conductor
Bjarte Engeset. The highly
acclaimed conductor is back in the
U.S. two years after he led the
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
through an all Grieg concert in
Maryland. A Washington Post
reviewer commented on how
Engeset splendidly conducted
more with his eyebrows than his
body and that his "attention to
detail was exquisite."
When: Sunday, December 9, 6:30
p.m. (Doors open at 6 p.m.)
Where: National Gallery of Art,
West Building, West Garden Court
at Sixth Street and Constitution
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C
Admission: FREE, no tickets
Info: (202) 842-6941 or
www.nga.gov
Adjagas - Norwegian Visions

Norwegian Landscapes:
Photos by Asle Svarverud

The photo exhibit is a tribute to the
majestic landscapes of Northern
Norway, mainly capturing the
Magic of Lofoten.
When: Dec 10 - January 6, 2008.
Where: Main Hall, Union Station.
Admission: Free, no tickets.
Info: (202) 333-6000 or
www.norway.org/xmas

norwegian food
Embassy Menu at Center Café
The Norwegian Embassy presents a Norwegian menu served by
Center Café at Union Station.
When: November 26 - December
28, daily 11:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
(closed during special events.
(202) 682-9555 to confirm)
Where: Center Café, Union Station,
Main Hall, 50 Massachusetts
Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C.
Info: (202) 333-6000 or
www.norway.org/xmas

ongoing
Norwegian Christmas Tree
Is up through December 27.

concerts
Music Competition Finals
Watch finalists perform pieces on
piano, strings, chamber duos and
vocals. The musicians are
between 14-25 years old.
Where: Levine School of Music,
Jane Lang Recital Hall, 2801
Upton Street N.W.
When: Dec. 1, 1:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Info: (202) 686-8000 or
www.levineschool.org

exhibit

The traditional Sámi chanting tradition - joik - is at the center of this
vibrant group’s form of expression. Adjagas is fronted by the two
joikers Inga Elisa Påve and Lawra
Somby.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 5, 6 p.m.
Where: Millenium Stage, The
Kennedy Center.
Admission: FREE, no tickets.
Info: (800) 444-1324 or (202) 4674600 or www.norway.org/xmas

Norwegian Model Train
Runs through January 6.
Information Stand - Learn About
Norway
Watch videos and get information
about Norway and our festival partners.
When: Nov. 29 - December 9.
Daily from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Where: Union Station, Main Hall,
50 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.,
Washington, D.C.
Info: www.norway.org/xmas

calendar
For a complete and
updated calendar of
events please visit

Eivind Opsvik's Fall Gigs
MANHATTAN, NY, November 26
at The Annex
MANHATTAN, NY, December 13
at 152 Ludlow
Eivind Opsvik is one of the hardest working Jazz musicians in
New York. He always has gigs
lined up with his own bands and
as part of other groups. Please
check our website for updates on
more concerts with Eivind Opsvik
Info: www.norway.org

www.norway.org
on tour
music
Sondre Lerche on Punchy Tour
PORTLAND, OR, November 27 at
St. Philip Neri Church
BELLINGHAM, WA, November 29
at Pac Concert Hall, Western
Washington University
SEATTLE, WA, November 30 at
Town Hall,
BOULDER, CO, December 1 at
Macky Auditorium, University of
Colorado
KANSAS CITY, MO, December 2
at Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception
NEW YORK, NY, December 4 at
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall
Info: www.norway.org
Tord Gustavsen Trio on Tour
Sondre Lerche packs his guitar
and goes on tour in both Canada
and the US. The songs Lerche
plays are taken from his forth and
last album, Phantom Punch, and
according to the artist himself, this
album makes you just want to
jump out of the speakers
DALLAS, TX, November 15 at the
Club Dada
AUSTIN, TX, November 16 at The
Parish
OMAHA, NE, November 18 at The
Waiting Room
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, November
19 at The Varsity Theatre
CHICAGO, IL, November 20 at
the Park West
CLEVELAND, OH, November 21
at the Cambridge Room
TORONTO,
ON,
CANADA,
November 22 at Lee's Palace
MONTREAL, QC, November 24
November at Le Gymnase
BOSTON, MA, November 25 at
the Paradise
BROOKLYN, NY, November 26 at
Music Hall of Williamsburg
NEW YORK CITY, NY, November
27 at the Bowery Ballroom
PHILADELPHIA, PA, November
28 at the World Café Live
HOBOKEN, NJ, November 29 at
Maxwell's
Info: www.norway.org
Trio Mediaeval on Tour
The folk song group Trio
Mediaeval are releasing their forth
album and go on a U.S.-tour to
launch it.

SAN DIEGO, CA, February 14 at
The Athenaeum
PORTLAND, OR, February 16 at
Portland Jazz Festival
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, February 17
at The Cedar
Info: www.norway.org

east coast

Leif Ove Andsnes Performs
Brahms at the Lincoln Center
NEW YORK, NY, January 17 (7:30
p.m.), 18 & 19 (8 p.m.) 2008
World Famous Norwegian pianists
Andsnes plays in 3 concerts with
the N.Y. Philharmonic, featuring
works by Brahms, Liszt and
Scriabin
Info: (212) 875-5656 or
www.nyphil.org
Nordic Voices at Dumbarton
Concerts
WASHINGTON, DC, February 2,
2008, at 8 p.m.
From
a
Candlelit
Historic
Renaissance Cathedral with
Nordic Voices, a Norwegian sixvoiced ensemble singing a cappella at Dumbarton Church.
Info: (202) 965-2000 or www.dumbartonconcerts.org
Leif Ove Andsnes in Concert
WASHINGTON, D.C., April 22,
2008, at 8pm.
At Washington Performing Arts
Society (WPAS) Andsnes plays:
Schubert Sonata in C minor,
D. 958, Grieg Ballade, Op.2.
Debussy Selection of preludes
from Books 1 & 2
Info: (202) 785-9727 or
www.wpas.org

music

performing arts

Ola Gjeilo at Scandinavia House
NEW YORK, NY, November 29,
at 7.30.
Norwegian pianist and composer
Ola Gjeilo brings his lyrical and
exciting music to Scandinavia
House this November. Mr. Gjeilo
will perform with Emily Popham
(violin) and Tom Barber (flugelhorn).
Info: (212) 879-9779 or email
info@amscan.org

Dream Chamber in PERFORMA07
NEW YORK, NY, Through
November 20
Norwegian Performance Artist
Ane Lan performs as a male psychotherapist dressed in female
clothes analyzing a female
patient. In tribute to Freud's
anniversary in 2006.
Info: info@performa-arts.org or
(212) 533-5720

folk dance
Classes in folk dance
Norwegian folk dance at Sporting
Club Gjøa
BROOKLYN, NY, Mondays, 8 p.m.
For adults interested in learning
and performing Norwegian folk
dance.
Info: (718) 436-7723

"Bygdedans"
NEW YORK, NY, every
Wednesday, September - June.
Scandia New York is a group of
people dedicated to learning and
enjoying the "bygdedans" or
regional couples dances of
Norway and Sweden. Live music.
Info: (212) 866-9325

miscellaneous
Norwegian Church Service
NEW YORK, NY, every Sunday 11
a.m., Norwegian Seamen’s Church
Info: (212) 319-0370
"Småbarnstreff" for Norwegian
parents and children
NEW YORK, NY, every other
Thursday 10:30-2 p.m.
At the Norwegian Seamen's
Church.
Info: (212) 319-0370
Lunch buffet at the Norwegian
Seamen's Church
NEW YORK, NY, every
Wednesday, 12-2 p.m.
Info: (212) 319-0370

west coast
exhibit
Exhibition Body Parts by
Steinar Hanson.
LOS ANGELES, CA, Through
November 25
Steinar Hanson is known as
"Shanson". His painting series
"Body Parts" consists of 7 paintings. This exhibition of paintings
marks Shanson`s debut in the
United States.
Info: (213) 683-8827 or e-mail
info@infusiongallery.com

lectures
Norwegian language courses
taught at Stanford University
CALIFORNIA, January 1 2007 to
December 31 2007.
Kristian Nergaard from the
Scandinavian School of San
Francisco
(SSSF)
teaches
Norwegian language courses to
students at Stanford University.
Info: www.norway.org

midwest
exhibit
Round Trip to America at
Vesterheim
NorwegianAmerican Museum
DECORAH, IA, Through Dec. 2
After months, years or decades in
urban America, "work immigrants"
returned to southern Norway with
money, new belongings, and
American customs.
Info: (563) 382-9681 or
www.vesterheim.no

fall 2007 | news of norway | 15

news of norway

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Washington, D.C.
Permit No. 251

Royal Norwegian Embassy
2720 34th. St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20008
(202) 333-6000
www.norway.org

PHOTO BY ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

cover shot

climate action
Norway has set an ambitious goal to be
carbon neutral by 2050. The Royal
Norwegian Embassy in Washington strives
to be “greener” with programs for recycling
and energy conservation. We will all have
to do our part to take “climate action.”

News of Norway is printed on forest-friendly paper. Number of trees saved: 12.39;
total energy saved: 8,776,250 BTUs; greenhouse gas reduction: 1,147 lbs.;
wastewater reduction: 5,263 gallons; solid waste reduction: 582 lbs.

news of norway

2007 marks the centenary of
famed Norwegian composer
Edvard Grieg’s death. His life
and work is commemorated
throughout the year.

concerts
Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra
tours the United States
Through November 19
Info: www.norway.org

An Edvard Grieg Celebration at
Carnegie Hall
NEW YORK, NY, Dec. 9, at 2 p.m.
Per Brevig will conduct an orchestra with colleagues from the
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and
the New York Philharmonic at this
gala concert celebrating Grieg.
Info: (212) 247-7800 or
www.carnegiehall.org
Edvard Grieg at the National
Gallery of Art
WASHINGTON, DC, December 9,
6:30 p.m.
The National Gallery Orchestra
plays Grieg under the direction of
Norwegian Guest Conductor
Bjarte Engeset. The highly
acclaimed conductor is back
in the U.S. two years after he
led the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra through an all
Grieg concert in Maryland.
The Washington Post reviewer commented on how
Engeset splendidly conducted more with his eyebrows
than his body and that his
"attention to detail was exqui-

2 2007
site." At the National Gallery of Art,
West Building, West Garden Court
at Sixth Street and Constitution
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Free admission
Info: (202) 842-6941 or
www.nga.gov
Grieg and the Romantics by
Jeffrey Siegel
NEW YORK, NY, Feb 7, April 24
Pianist Jeffrey Siegel brings his
Keyboard
Conversations
to
Scandinavia house as he fuses
Grieg with Chopin and Schumann.
He starts with a commentary on
the music by, followed by a performance of the works. Jeffery
Siegel is a well-travelled pianist,
having performed all over the
world and domestically with the
biggest orchestras such as the
Berlin Philharmonic, London
Symphony and New York
Philharmonic.
February 7, 2008 at 7:30pm
Grieg and Chopin
Poetic and fiery pieces of Grieg
and his "Homage to Chopin" and
Chopin's dramatic C Minor and F

Sharp Minor Polonaises and the
exuberant A Flat Waltz.
April 24 2008 at 7:30pm
Grieg and Schumann
The brooding Nordic G Minor
Ballade of Grieg, his "Little Bird"
and Schumann's "Prophetic
Birdm," dreamy Arabeske, and
rousing Novelettes.

Info: Tickets are $50 for the entire
series ($35 for ASF members) and
$25 for a single night ($17 for ASF
members). Call (212) 879-9779 or
email info@amscan.org for further
details.

www.norway.org

