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Royal Visit
King Harald V and Queen Sonja of Norway had
lunch at the White House with President Bush
and the First Lady before visiting the children
at Thomson Elementary, a public school in
Washington, D.C.
Volume 63

editor’s note

From White House to Red Brick Building
WHEN KING HARALD AND QUEEN
Sonja visited New York, Houston, and
Washington in March, the big event for most
Norwegian journalists was their lunch with
President Bush at the White House.
We camped out on the South Lawn of the
White House, waiting for the Royal Couple to
arrive. A flurry of camera shutters sounded as
the King and Queen exited their limo in front
of the canopied entrance, and as Mr. and Mrs.
Bush walked out of the White House to shake
their hands. The event made headlines on
Norwegian television just hours later, and in
Norwegian newspapers the following day.
Later that Monday, the King and Queen
made their way to Thomson Elementary, a
public school in Northeast Washington. While
most of the Norwegian journalists and photographers had scurried off to email their stories and pictures from the White House to
their editors back home, it was now time for
the U.S. media to converge. American journalists had seen many dignitaries at the White
House. But a King and Queen at the battered
red brick building that houses a public school
in D.C.? That was something new, and they
showed up in droves. In fact, a reigning
monarch has never visited a public school in
D.C. during the 30 years the Embassy
Adoption Program, promoting ties between
public schools and foreign governments, has
been in effect. That’s why the Associated
Press and the Washington Post wrote significant articles on Thomson, and not much about
the White House.
While Norwegian journalists were

impressed that King Harald and Queen Sonja
went to the White House, American journalist
were impressed they went to Thomson
Elementary. I guess this goes to show that
Norwegians aren’t used to their countrymen
going to the White House, and that Americans
aren’t used to Kings visiting public schools.
But that is what was so great about the King
and Queen’s visit. They find it worthwhile to
take time out of their busy schedule to really
get to know people where they visit.
IN RESPONSE TO MY EDITORIAL IN
March, I've been inundated with letters from
readers all over the country and in Canada –
and it will take some time to answer them. My
challenge to you to write about your feelings
on tradition versus modernity seems to have
struck a chord. From your letters it is obvious
that most of you are passionate about
Norwegian traditions and heritage, yet you
regard Norway as modern. (Even though
some of you are sad to see timeless traditions
being replaced by their modern equivalent.)
The letters are too numerous to print, but to
paraphrase Bill Halverson of Columbus,
Ohio: “The bunads, the folk music, rømmegrøt, and lefse – these are more than artifacts from a bygone day. They are part of the
soul of Norway and part of our identity as
Norwegian-Americans. Norway today is not
like my grandfather's Norway, but it's enough
like my grandfather's Norway – and enough
like modern America – to make me feel at
home.”
ARILD STRØMMEN | EDITOR
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letters
I WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED TO SEE
the four ski jumpers on the front page – I
happen to be one of them, the second from
left. The other three
were good friends
of mine, but sadly
they have passed
away. The picture
also hangs in the
Nordic
Heritage
Museum in Seattle.
The
explanation
under the picture
should read Sun
Valley, Idaho (not
Utah). I represented Lillehammer Ski Club in
Holmenkollen in 1946, the first competition
after the war, and was lucky enough to win in
the junior class. This led to a U.S. tour in
1947. I ended up staying in the U.S.
GUSTAV RÅUM
Mercer Island, WA
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE NEW
look of the magazine. It brought back many
memories. How many men can say that they
kissed their future wife on top of a ski scaffold
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on a beautiful summer day? I can. Our children slid down the hill in the summertime on
posters left over from the winter tournaments.
My father-in-law was a past president and a
member of Norge Ski Club for about 60 years.
Ski jumpers such as Toralf Engan, Torgeir
Brandtzag, and Bjørn Wirkola jumped at the
club after my father-in-law plied them with
scotch in the morning and my mother-in-law
filled them with lapskaus.
JIM AND RANDI BEASMORE
Edgewood, KY
I HAVE BEEN A READER OF NEWS OF
Norway for many, many years and have
enjoyed it very much as a way of keeping up
to date with my father’s homeland. We first
visited Norway in 1966 and made contact
with the family there. I was the charter president of the local Sons of Norway in 1974. As
you can see we have a great interest in the
land of my ancestors. But the latest issue of
News of Norway we found a bit disconcerting
as it was mostly News of America and News
of Norwegians and their descendants in
America – other than the What's Cooking
page. We realize that most readers are

Americans who like to read about themselves,
but after all the magazine is called News of
Norway. We used to enjoy articles about
places in Norway that whetted our travel
appetite, and about Norwegian companies and
their products and successes. The elections
and politics were also of interest as well as the
history of the country – in other words News
of Norway.
JOHN N. MOXNESS
Kelowna, British Columbia
I HAVE ENJOYED NEWS OF NORWAY
for many years now, and this latest copy tops
all! I wish to commend you on the great job
editing this very important and vital information source. Even though I can only boast of
being half Norwegian (on my father's side), I
have continually maintained a very profound
interest in my Nordic heritage.
GARY L. HAUGE
Ocala, FL
THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER FINE ISSUE
The new format is beautiful and the content is
solid and well-written. I think you hit the nail
on the head when you write, “[Modern]
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President Bush Hosts King and Queen at White House
King Harald V and Queen Sonja of Norway
met President Bush and the First Lady Laura
Bush for lunch at the White House when the
Royal couple visited Washington, D.C., in
March.
“The lunch was really nice. We felt very
welcome,” King Harald said.
The lunch was held in an intimate setting
with 12 people at the table. In addition to the
Royal and Presidential couples, those attending included Norwegian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Jan Petersen; U.S. Secretary of
Education, Margaret Spellings; Mr. Bush's
political adviser Karl Rove; Lord
Chamberlain, the Royal Norwegian Palace,
Rolf
Trolle
Andersen;
Norwegian
Ambassador Knut Vollebaek and his wife
Ellen, and the U.S. Ambassador to Norway,
John Doyle Ong, and his wife.
“President Bush talked about democratization and how he is happy that more free elections are being held around the world, including in Ukraine, Afghanistan, and Iraq,” King
Harald said.
Many Norwegians opposed the U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq. Nonetheless, King Harald
has contended that friendship between the two
countries is deeply rooted and remains strong.
Norway, a member of NATO, sent humanitarian troops to Iraq after the invasion. Before
the luncheon began, Mr. Bush answered a
single question from reporters on the South
Lawn of the White House. Norwegian TV2
reporter Gerhard Helskog asked the president
whether he thought Norway was doing
enough in Iraq, to which the he simply

Norway is a mix of old and new – tradition
and modernity.” I hope it always retains that
mix! That is part of its charm. The bunads, the
folk music, the folk dances, the stave churches, the ethnic foods – these are more than artifacts from a bygone day when most
Norwegians were poor and uneducated. They
are part of the soul of Norway. They are incalculably precious. Moreover, they are an
important link between Norwegians and the
descendants of people who emigrated. They
are part of our identity as NorwegianAmericans.
I think I am typical of third-generation
Norwegian-Americans. I learned as a child to
eat and love rømmegrøt, lefse, kumle,
brunost, and all those wonderful goodies that
my mother made only at Christmastime.
I first visited Norway as a student in 1950.
The country was still recovering from the
German occupation, and evidence of poverty
was everywhere. I would describe the prevailing mood of the country at that time as one of
resignation. People seemed to accept the fact
that to be Norwegian was, for most, to be condemned to a lifelong struggle.
The Norway I last visited in 2004 is vastly

responded: “Yes.”
The March visit was not the Norwegian
Royals' first to the White House. King Harald
was invited by President Roosevelt to live at
the White House for a few months at the
beginning of World War II, when the royal
family fled Nazi-occupied Norway. With his

mother and sisters, the King lived in
Washington for five years, while King
Haakon VII was living in exile in London.
Last time the current King and Queen visited
the White House was during Bill Clinton's
presidency. “Hillary Clinton showed me all
around,” Queen Sonja said.

Queen Sonja sat next to President Bush at the White House lunch. Around the table to the right of the
President were: U.S. Secretary of Education, Margaret Spellings, Ambassador Knut Vollebaek, Mrs.
Ong, Bush's political adviser Karl Rove, King Harald, Mrs. Bush, Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Jan Petersen, Mrs. Vollebaek, U.S. Ambassador to Norway, John Doyle Ong, and Lord Chamberlain,
the Royal Norwegian Palace, Rolf Trolle Andersen. PHOTO: KRISTINE NYBORG/SCANPIX

different from the Norway of 1950. I suppose
the difference is largely due to Norway's newfound wealth. Resignation has been replaced
by a breezy self-confidence. The difference is
striking in the way people dress, the way they
hold their head high, the way they look you in
the eye when you talk to them. Not to mention
that there seems to be more cell phones than
there are Norwegians in Norway these days.
I don't mean to romanticize modern
Norway. I am well aware that there is crime,
problems associated with the recent influx of
immigrants, and problems in the schools. But
Norwegian society works, focusing on
achieving the best quality of life for all.
Norwegians I know enjoy life immensely,
and they still eat lefse and kumle. They are
proud to be Norwegians, and I think they feel
a little sorry for those of us who aren't. That's
fine with me. I share their pride in what
Norway stands for today, and I am glad that
the poor country that our grandparents left
more than a century ago has evolved into one
that is wealthy beyond their wildest dreams. I
still think that the U.S., despite its many problems, is the best place in the world to live, but
if I couldn't live here you can bet your last

krone that I would be on the next plane to
Norway. It's not my grandfather's Norway, but
it's enough like my grandfather's Norway –
and enough like modern America – to make
me feel at home.
BILL HALVERSON
Columbus, OH
THE 2004 VOLUME NUMBER FOR NEWS
of Norway was 61, and the 2005 says 63. As
a library serials person, I hope you are not
skipping a volume number!
MARTHA DAVIS
Decorah, IA
News of Norway has been published since
1941 but was discontinued for two years after
World War II (1946-47), before published
again from 1948 until today. The archives
show that issues from ‘48 and ‘49 were bound
together as vol. 6, which made both those
years the same volume. 1950 editions became
(incorrectly) vol. 7. Consequently, all volumes
published since have been one year off. This
was corrected by “skipping” v.62. 2004 was
labeled v.61 but really should have been v.62.
This makes 2005 v.63.
Editor
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King Harald and Queen Sonja at the Carnegie Institution library.
President of the Carnegie Institution, Richard A. Meserve behind.

King Harald and Queen Sonja
Open Carnegie Symposium
King Harald V and Queen Sonja emphasized the strong bonds
between Norway and the U.S. when they opened the transatlantic relations seminars at the Carnegie Institution in March.
The purpose of the Transatlantic Symposium
on Enhanced Cooperation in Research,
Technology, and Higher Education was to
highlight the historically strong educational
and research ties between Norway and the
U.S., and to revitalize and broaden these vital
bridges across the Atlantic.
Queen Sonja opened the session on
Enhanced Transatlantic Cooperation in Space,
Polar and Environmental Research in
Northern Regions. “It is stimulating for
Norwegian researchers to work with
Americans. Thousands of Norwegians have
been studying in the U.S., and the role of
Fulbright is vital,” said Her Majesty, who last
month became the first queen ever to visit
Antarctica. “I have been to both Antarctica

and Svalbard. Our ability to do research on
both the north and south poles provides an
extraordinary opportunity for cooperation,”
the Queen said.
The joint Norwegian-US project AMASE
currently studies the interplay between water,
rocks, and life in Mars-like environment on
the Arctic island of Svalbard, which is
Norwegian territory. “The Arctic Mars
Analogue Svalbard Expedition tests instruments that could ultimately be placed on a
space craft and help us to understand the place
of mankind in the universe,” said the president of the Carnegie Institution, Richard A.
Meserve. “Our future welfare depends on our
ability to acquire and use knowledge. This is
why cooperation on research is so important,”

said Ms. Thorhild Widvey, the Norwegian
Minister of Petroleum and Energy.
King Harald opened the seminar inspired
by 100 years of strong relations between the
U.S. and Norway. “For me coming to the U.S.
is like coming home,” His Majesty said. The
King lived in Washington D.C. for five years
during World War II with his mother and sister at the invitation of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. “Norway and the U.S. have
enjoyed a strong relationship since 1814. Our
countries have valued the same things all
along,” King Harald said.
The focus of the seminar was present day
security challenges and the vital transatlantic
ties that unite Europe and the United States. In
his keynote speech, Senator Richard Lugar,
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, said: “It is a special honor to be
with King Harald and Queen Sonja. Their
visit to our country has been eagerly anticipated, especially by the many Americans of
Norwegian descent who fondly embrace the
homeland of their ancestors. I also would like
to acknowledge the outstanding work of
Foreign Minister Petersen. I appreciate his
strong advocacy on behalf of the Transatlantic
Alliance and the energy and thoughtfulness
that he has applied to leading Norway's ambitious foreign policy agenda. At the heart of
that agenda has been Norway's unwavering
commitment to international service. Norway
has been a model of global citizenship and
peace-making.”
Jan Petersen, Norwegian Minister of
Foreign Affairs thanked Mr. Lugar for ensuring that the United States continues to play its
leading role in promoting democracy and
basic freedom around the world. “Norway
considers the United States its closest ally.
Our partnership is built on a firm foundation
of shared values – a strong commitment to
basic freedoms, human rights, democracy and
the rule of law,” Petersen said. “This foundation is strong enough to withstand the ebb and
flow of changing political currents. It is made
solid because Norway and the USA share a
cultural heritage; there is a wide co-operation
in many fields; there are a large number of
networks between universities and think tanks
– like the CSIS; there are bonds of friendship
and family ties across the Atlantic,” said the
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

MILESTONE FOR FULBRIGHT
“When future leaders
trade countries for a
meaningful period of
time they are inclined to
trade ideas, not bullets,”
Harriet Fulbright said,
speaking to the core purpose of the Fulbright
Program. Her late husband and founder of the
program, former Senator
James Fulbright, would
have turned 100 years in
in April this year.
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“My husband started the program as a
direct result of hearings in the Senate on the
long term effects of the atomic bomb in
Hiroshima. He was horrified by what he heard
and wanted to figure out a way to prevent
another World War,” Mrs. Fulbright said. His
legislation establishing the Fulbright Program
slipped through the Senate without debate in
1946, and its first participants went overseas
in 1948. Since its inception more than 50
years ago 255,000 students and scholars,
96,400 from the United States and 158,600
from 140 other countries, have participated.
Fulbright Alumni include Nobel and

Pulitzer Prize winners, governors and senators, ambassadors and artists, prime ministers
and heads of state, professors and scientists,
Supreme Court Justices, and CEOs.
“My husband felt it was important to
emphasize the humanities, social sciences,
and the arts, and to promote cultural understanding as a way of preventing conflict. To
understand another culture there is no substitute for an in-country living,” she said.
“Fulbright has had an extraordinary impact,
and has more than fulfilled my husband’s
hopes and dreams,” said Mrs. Fulbright, who
herself is very active in the organization.

royal visit

A True Fairy Tale
To meet a genuine King and Queen probably seemed like a fairy tale to many students at
Thomson Elementary School in Northeast Washington. And for Their Majesties it was undoubtedly a unique experience to hear sixth-graders perform a rap version of a Norwegian fairy tale.

PHOTO: LEIF JOHANSEN

Twelve-year-old Jonathan Brown “busted a D.C. Mayor Anthony A. Williams said.
hard on these wonderful decorations,” she
rhyme” with “Dagrun's Rap,” while the Queen
When the royals arrived at Thomson they said.
nodded to the rhythm. The story line was were greeted by the mayor and dozens of kids
After listening to the school choir sing the
based on a Norwegian folk tale about Dagrun, who cheered and waved Norwegian flags, national anthems of the U.S. and Norway in
a Norwegian girl who tries to save a goat in a reminiscent of a Norwegian Constitution Day the auditorium, the couple came to Room 110
cave. But as often happen in such tales, her parade. In the lobby, two violinists and a cel- to listen to students talking about their classmission is complicated by a troll. A choir of list played a Norwegian waltz while the Queen room projects. Projects included drawings,
classmates joined in on the chorus
maps, a Viking ship, and even a
of “Go Dagrun, go Dagrun!” Their
monumental king crab, an invaparticipation came by accident,
sive species that the children
according to their teacher, Ms.
learned has entered Norway from
Jacqueline Yamin. “We were sitRussia. “Not only do the King
ting in class the other day, and he
and Queen know a lot, but they
was practicing, and they all kind
care a lot. They care to come to
of kicked in,” Yamin said.
Thomson and see how smart you
Queen Sonja told the students
all
are,”
D.C.
School
a real-life fairy tale, about how the
Superintendent Clifford B. Janey
Norwegian people had voted for
said to the children, pointing at
monarchy, and chosen King
the projects around the room.
Harald's grandfather to be King,
Dennis Sanchez and Irene
100 years ago. “I'm glad students
Quinonez had created a display
learn about other countries and
describing Norway's monarchy.
hope the program will help you
Dennis donned a rented tuxedo,
make friends with people from
complete with black studs, cuff
other cultures,” Queen Sonja said.
links, and a bow tie. Never havThe visit came about as part of
ing met a real-life King before,
the Embassy Adoption Program,
the sixth-grader posed a question
which the D.C. Board of Jonathan Brown performed a rap based on a Norwegian fairy tale for the King and Queen of that was definitely not in the
Education initiated 30 years ago Norway when they visited Thomson Elementary, a public school in Northeast Washington.
script. “Does power affect you?”
to promote ties between the school system and admired crayon portraits hanging beneath an he spontaneously asked King Harald, generatforeign governments. But in all this time it is a enormous welcoming banner. “It is exciting to ing a hearty, but nervous laugh from the adults
first that a reigning monarch makes a personal have someone here who is so interested in in the room. “I hope not,” the King replied
visit to a Washington public school. “This is an arts,” principal Gladys Camp said about with a smile. For Dennis, his brush with royalexciting day for Thomson Elementary School Queen Sonja. The Queen chatted with the stu- ty was one to remember. “I’ve never met
and the students because it enhances the chil- dents and admired colorful watercolor paint- someone that powerful,” he said. “I guess you
dren's learning and cultural understanding,” ings. “I can see you have been working very never know what the future holds.”

A WILD WEST WELCOME
On their visit to the Norwegian
Seamen's Church in Pasadena,
Texas, outside of Houston, King
Harald and Queen Sonja were met
by children in bunads and even
cowboy outfits.
Ingrid Masters, 7, gave King
Harald flowers while Mathias
Fosse, 5, politely removed his hat
before handing his bouquet to
Queen Sonja (left). The church
orchestra played while the crowd
waived Norwegian and American
flags. The Norwegian colony in
Texas is one of the largest concentrations of Norwegians outside of
Norway, counting around 5,000

people, and hundreds of them had shown up to
get a glimpse of the royal visitors. 260 people
crowded inside the church and more than 100
patiently waited on the outside during the
church service.
Both the church choir and the children's
choir “Vill West” (Norwegian for Wild West)
performed, “Vill West” with a new song written for the occasion. After the ceremony, the
Norwegian Seamen's Church priest, Reidar
Aasbø and Jan-Tommy Fosse guided the King
and Queen on a tour of the church, and Queen
Sonja watered the Magnolia tree that King
Harald planted during his visit to Houston in
1984. “Our impression is that it is good to be
Norwegian in Texas. Thank you for the warm
and impressive welcome,” King Harald said.
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When Germans sunk the SS Henry
Bacon in 1945 there was not
enough space in the lifeboats.
American crewmembers sacrificed
their seats so that 19 Norwegian
refugees aboard would survive.

BELLS TOLLING FOR HENR
BY ARILD STRØMMEN

A

ble Seaman William Leonard Phillips
hung from a net on the side of the ship.
Off the coast of Northern Norway,
Phillips of the HMS Opportune had spotted a
lifeboat from the doomed SS Henry Bacon
being thrashed by 30-foot waves. While
pulling the lifeboat in and preparing to hoist
refugees and crewmembers aboard, something was passed to 21 year old Phillips. “A
bundle of clothing was given to me,” he said.
“I wondered why the first thing these starving
and destitute people did was to handle me a
bundle of clothing. But then I heard noises
from the bundle and found a baby girl
wrapped inside.”
The little girl was then 2-year-old Sofie
Pedersen, now 62. For the first time in 60
years she was reunited with her rescuer in
March of this year, on the Liberty Ship John
W. Brown in Baltimore, one of two remaining
Liberty Ships. “This is only my second time
on a Liberty Ship,” Pedersen said, entering
the John W. Brown, recalling how the lives of
herself and her two sisters were saved on that
stormy February 23 in 1945.
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During the winter of 1945 many
Norwegian civilians fled the horrors of Nazi
rule in Finnmark. An estimated 502
Norwegians were picked up by British
destroyers from caves where they hid on the
Norwegian island of Sørøya and brought to
Murmansk, Russia. There they were transferred to merchant ships in a convoy headed
for Scotland.
he icy waters of the Arctic Sea separated the SS Henry Bacon from the rest of
the convoy and left it an easy target for
the Germans. The crew did not radio for help
because they did not want to risk revealing the
convoy's position, and instead fought alone in
the gale-force winds. “The barometric pressure dipped to a low point of the entire war
that day, signifying the low point of our
lives,” said radio operator Spud Campbell. “In
the stormy weather 23 Nazi torpedo bombers
attacked the Henry Bacon and her precious
cargo of Norwegian children, their mothers
and fathers.”
Gunner and last survivor of the navy crew,
Jerry Gerold, shot down the first Junker JU-88
bomber. Four more planes were downed by

T

the gunners before the Henry Bacon succumbed to the overwhelming force of the
German Luftwaffe. Then 5-year-old Monrad
Pedersen observed the battle from the deck: “I
saw several of the crew being hit by machine
gun fire from the planes, before I was whisked
off the deck by my parents,” recalls Pedersen,
now 65.
When it was clear that the ship was sinking, Captain Carini ordered five of the crew to
man a life boat carrying the 19 Norwegian
refugees. With two of the ship's four lifeboats
damaged by storm and battle, there was not
enough space for the entire American crew,
which bravely gave up their seats to the
Norwegian civilians.
was only 5 years old, but still remember
the whole thing as very dramatic,”
Pedersen said about getting in the
lifeboat with his parents. “When the lifeboat
was lowered, my baby brother got tangled in
the ropes,” said Sigvald Mortensen, then 9
years old. “The boat was tilted to one side and
partly under water. My three younger brothers
and I were sitting in water up to our knees
when my dad picked up the fire axe and cut

I

feature

FAR LEFT: Chief Warrant Officer
in the Royal Norwegian Navy,
Snorre Waage, tolls a bell for each
of the 22 crew who were lost at
sea when the SS Henry Bacon
was attacked. The ceremony took
place in March at the U.S. Navy
Memorial in Washington, D.C.
TOP: In front of the SS John W.
Brown in Baltimore, Micheal
Schneider, Chairman of the Board,
Project Liberty Ship, talks to Len
Phillips (right) who rescued
Sigvald Mortensen (middle) when
the SS Henry Bacon sunk in 1945.
MIDDLE: Monrad Pedersen was
only 5 years old when he was
aboard the SS Henry Bacon.
Memories of the attack and rescue
came back when he took the helm
of her sister ship, the SS John W.
Brown, 60 years later.
BOTTOM: In his Admiral's uniform, King Harald honored SS
Henry Bacon survivors: Sofie
Pedersen, Toril Angell, Eldbjørg
Amundsen, Inger Falk, Monrad
Pedersen, and Nils Mortensen.
Major General Jan Blom at left.

RY BACON
the ropes, which released the lifeboat from the
ship,” he said. “When we pulled away from
the Henry Bacon, the captain was saluting us
as the ship went down. As a 9-year-old I found
it very strange,” Mortensen said. “In those
days it was an honor for the captain to go
down with his ship.”
ith a crew of five Americans and 19
Norwegian refugees, the lifeboat
drifted through the waters a few
hundred nautical miles off the Norwegian
coast in 30-foot waves. “We barely survived,”
Pedersen said.
The British destroyer HMS Opportune
came to the rescue and picked up the survivors from the lifeboat. Able Seaman Len
Phillips was on the lower rung on the scrambling nets receiving the refugees. “It was a
total mess of dead bodies and debris,” said
Phillips, who later would participate in the DDay landing in Normandy. The Briton picked
up crewman Chuck Reed who had made it
onto a raft after spending some time in the icy
water. “The refugees did not have proper
clothing, so I gave my sea boots to Chuck,”
Phillips said at a ceremony at the U.S. Naval

W

PHOTOS BY ARILD STRØMMEN

Memorial and Heritage Center on March 4,
2005. “He still has my boots. I wonder if he
brought them back today,” Phillips said jokingly after the two of them had been reunited
after 60 years.
At the commemoration, gunner Jerry
Gerold, last survivor of the American Navy
crew on the Henry Bacon, was presented with
a crest in appreciation of his heroic contribution to Norway during World War II. And in
his Admiral's uniform, King Harald V of
Norway met with seven of the Norwegian
survivors and honored Gerold, three of the
American Merchant Marine crew aboard the
Henry Bacon and British Len Phillips of the
HMS Opportune.
lthough Phillips got the Norwegians
and some members of the crew safely
aboard the British destroyer, he
remembers that he was unable to save everybody. “We saw a chap on a raft and threw the
life line towards him. He tried to grab it but
just missed. He was apparently injured,
because he slid off the raft and we never saw
him again. He was so close to being saved and
in a flash he was gone. I've thought about

A

it my entire life. What happened that day has
lived with me ever since,” the 81-year old
said.
aptain Carini, 14 Merchant Marine
crewmen, the naval guard commander
and 6 of the Naval Armed Guard were
lost at sea when the SS Henry Bacon went
down.
In remembrance of the sailors who gave
their life, Chief Warrant Officer in the Royal
Norwegian Navy, Snorre Waage, tolled a bell
for each name called out 60 years later.
Ironically, the ship was the last vessel to be
sunk by the Germans, on the same day as the
U.S. marines raised the flag on Iwo Jima.
“I hope you understand how terrible real
war is,” Len Phillips said. “This was a
tragedy, but at least we came out saving some
lives.”
“Through Hell and High Water,” the dramatic documentary about the SS Henry
Bacon, won director Elly Taylor a Silver
World Medal at the New York Festivals 2005.

C
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ROBERT SØRLIE WINS THE IDITAROD
Overcoming insomnia and a dwindling dog
team, Robert Sørlie won the Iditarod race
across Alaska for the second time in his
career. “It feels good. Now I'm ready for
breakfast,” Sørli said, crossing the finish line
at Nome, completing the race in nine days, 18
hours, 39 minutes and 31 seconds.
From Anchorage, in south central Alaska,
to Nome on the western Bering Sea coast,
each team of 12 to 16 dogs and their musher
cover over 1,150 miles in 10 to 17 days, aptly

naming the Iditarod “the last great race on
earth.” 16 of the 79 contestants dropped out of
the race this year.
The 47-year-old firefighter from Hurdal is
the oldest person to ever have won the prestigious race, and only the second winner born
outside the U.S. For winning the 33rd Iditarod,
Sørlie receives $72,066.67 and a new pickup
truck. When asked whether he will run again,
he joked that he doesn't have a big enough
yard at home to park more vehicles. Still, he

PHOTO: HURDAL.COM

did not rule out competing two years from
now.
Bjørnar Andersen, Sørlie's 27 year old
nephew, came in fourth, best ever for a rookie. Andersen will run in 2006, when he will
have first pick of Team Norway's Alaskan
Huskies, since Sørlie is not competing then.
The third Norwegian contestant, Trine
Lyrek, crossed the finish line as number 37.
The 32-year-old lives in Alaska with husband
Don Lyrek, an Iditarod veteran.

Forced to End Arctic Expedition
PHOTO: BANCROFTARNESENEXPLORE.COM

Polar explorers Ann Bancroft and Liv
Arnesen have been air-lifted from the Arctic
Ocean. The evacuation ended their attempt to
become the first women to ski to Canada from
Russia across the North
Pole. Bancroft from
Minnesota
and
Norwegian Arnesen had
traveled 200 miles of
their 1,240-mile intended journey on skis at the
time of evacuation.
The
unexpected
evacuation was caused
by a business dispute
between two competitive logistics companies that transport scientists, tourists, and expedition teams to the
Arctic region from Russia. The polar explorers had been expecting a resupply of fuel, but

8 | news of norway | may 2005

instead were notified that helicopters were en
route to take them out of the area. The mounting dispute between their French-based logistics company and the competing Russianbased logistics company
compromised
the
women's plan for a safe
expedition,
which
included having emergency operations in
Russia through March
and a base in operation
near the North Pole from
April through early May
to support resupply and
emergency situations.
Bancroft and Arnesen said during their
call with expedition headquarters that they
were extremely disappointed that the conflict
between the two logistics companies could

not be resolved. They also expressed disappointment for the millions of kids worldwide
who were following their expedition via the
internet, school, and museum programs.
“This journey is not over. Our education
initiatives have so much momentum, and
we're committed to sharing even more stories
from the Arctic when we return,” Bancroft
said. “We'll handle it like we do everything
else on the ice: Try to keep our chin up and
keep moving forward.”

news

TOSS AND TURN
Toss 12 dancers from the Norwegian
National Ballet into a mix with dancers
from Sweden, Mexico, Holland,
Switzerland, France, Canada, and the
U.S., and what have you got? The
Dance Salad Festival.
The annual event at the Wortham
Center for the Arts in Houston, Texas,
brings international dancers together in
a fusion of Eastern and Western contemporary and classical dance, tossed
with modern and classical music, and
seasoned with the poetic sensitivity of
beautiful choreography.
At this year's Dance Salad Festival
dancers from the Norwegian National
Ballet included Ingrid Lorentzen,
Christine Thomassen, Stine Østvold, and
Kristian Støvind. The Norwegian National
Ballet, based at the Norwegian Opera
House in Oslo, is the first and only classical ballet company in Norway.
Through the years, the company has

built on its strengths by including fulllength classical ballets, new contemporary works, and short length ballets by
choreographers such as Grand-Maitre,
Tetley, Paul Lightfoot, and Jiri Kyliàn. The
Norwegian National Ballet was the first
company in the world outside of
Holland to be allowed to premiere
three of Kyliàn's works in one evening's
program. Artistic Director Espen Giljane
has led the company since 2002.
At the festival in March, the
Norwegian dancers performed the
piece “Por Voz Muero” by Spanish choreographer Nacho Duarto. The
Norwegians received a warm welcome
by the audience of 800 and great
reviews following their performance. “It's
an honor to have such talented
dancers from Norway participate in the
festival,” Artistic Director Nancy
Henderek said.
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Peter D. Lax
Wins Abel Prize
U.S. mathematician Peter D. Lax will be presented with the 2005 Abel Prize this month.
The Abel Prize was established in 2002 in
memory of the late Norwegian mathematician, Niels Henrik Abel. The prize is given to
people who exhibit outstanding scientific
work in the field of mathematics. With it, the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters
wishes to inspire and stimulate interest in
mathematics
among children
and young adults.
The
Abel
Prize is in many
ways the Nobel
prize of mathematics
and
includes a check
for NOK 6 million, just under
one million USD.
The award will be
presented to Lax
by King Harald
on May 24, at a
ceremony at the University Aula in Oslo.
Lax is rewarded for his significant contributions to the theory and application of partial differential equations and to the computation of their solutions, and he is by many
considered to be one of the greatest pure and
applied mathematicians of our times. He has
been awarded several honors and awards,
including the National Medal of Science.
The award was presented to him by President
Reagan in a White House Ceremony in 1986.
Lax was born in 1926 in Budapest,
Hungary, and arrived with his parents in New
York in 1941. He received his Ph.D. at New
York University, where he later became a
professor. He is seen as a distinguished educator and a great mentor by his students.

Princess Märtha Louise
Has Second Daughter

New Debate Over
EU Membership

Donor Conference on
Sudan Held in Oslo

On April 8, Norwegian Princess Märtha
Louise gave birth to her second daughter, who
was named Leah Isadora Behn.
Märtha Louise chose to give birth at home.
The newborn was two weeks early, and
weighs 3760 grams (8 lbs, 4 ounces) and is 52
cm (20.3 inches) long.
Leah Isadora is the third grandchild of
King Harald and Queen Sonja. She is the
younger sister of Maud Angelica, and the
cousin of Princess Ingrid Alexandra. She is
fifth in line of succession to the Norwegian
throne, but will not get a royal title.
Märtha Louise and her husband Ari Behn
have been living in New York City, but will
now be based in Oslo.

With upcoming Parliamentary elections,
Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik
expects a new debate over EU membership.
His longtime opposition to joining the EU
seems to be softening. “The EU and Europe
have changed a great deal since we last took a
stand on the issue in 1994,” Bondevik said,
referring to the date of the last referendum
when voters narrowly voted against joining.
Bondevik leads a coalition government
that is divided on the issue. But the major
expansion of the EU in the past year has made
Norway seem increasingly left out of the
European community. In a recent poll, 58 per
cent of those who have made up their mind,
said they would have voted “yes” to membership if a referendum was held now, while 42
per cent were against.

Norway hosted a 60-nation donor conference
on Sudan in April. The conference was meant
to raise broad support and donations for the
reconstruction of Sudan in the aftermath of
the peace agreement signed earlier this year.
Norwegian Minister of International
Development, Hilde Frafjord Johnsen has
played a key role in the peace agreement signing.
Participants in the conference pledged a
total of USD 4.5 billion for 2005-2007 for
Sudan. “If there ever was a time for donors to
get off the fence, it is now,” UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan said. Norwegian Prime
Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik pledged to
contribute $252 million to further development in Sudan.
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Royal Dessert
INGREDIENTS
Wild Strawberry Parfait
2 ½ ounces sugar
1 tablespoon water
3 egg yolkes
1 cup heavy whipping cream
11 ounces purée of wild strawberries
Essence of fine vanilla
Bailey’s Ice Cream
1 2/3 cup whole milk
7 oz heavy whipping cream
3 1/2 ounces sugar
4 egg yolks
1 ounce bitter/dark chocolate (Myhre uses
Valrhona Manjari, containing 64% cocoa)
3 ½ ounces Bailey’s (Beware of alcohol content)
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PREPARATION

what’s cooking

A Meal Fit for a King
With the King and Queen as guests, Norwegian Embassy
chef Sebastian Myhre created a majestic meal, topped off
with a sumptuous wild strawberry dessert.
Myhre chose a dessert made with wild strawberries because it reminds him of childhood
summers spent at his family's cabin. “I
remember picking wild strawberries and blueberries in the woods with my mother,” he
said. “In Norway, wild strawberries is something I look forward to picking in the summer
and is perfect to serve as a taste of Norway.”
The 22-year-old placed high in competitions for young chefs at an early age and has
worked as chef at the Norwegian Embassies
in London and Washington, D.C.
The meal Myhre served was entirely his
own creation. It began with an appetizer of
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grilled scallops and baked figs (bottom left),
followed by a basil sorbet (second photo
below). The main course consisted of rosemary fried breast of quail, potatoes, orangecardamom glazed baby carrots (middle). And
finally the royal dessert: Wild strawberry parfait with marinated strawberries, passion-fruit
coulis, and Bailey's Irish Cream ice cream.
Even the ice cream is Myhre’s invention. It
cannot be bought, but can be made with the
recipe to the right. “If you can’t find wild
strawberries, regular strawberries will do,”
Myhre said. “If you use regular strawberries I
recommend frozen ones for this dessert.”

Wild Strawberry Parfait
1. Whisk the egg yolks and sugar in a kitchen
bowl over “bain-marie.” (Place the bowl over
slow boiling water, not touching the water.)
Whisk vigorously until it thickens.
2. Add a spoonful of water.
3. Mix in mixer until it reaches just below room
temperature.
4. Whip the heavy cream until “soft peaks” form
5. Gently fold 2/3 of the cream into egg mixture.
6. Pour in the strawberry purée, and stir carefully until smooth. Add the rest of the cream gradually, but keep in mind that the more cream you
add, the less rich the taste becomes.
7. To enrich flavor, add a few drops of vanilla,
and squeeze in a bit of orange and lemon juice.
8. Fill the parfait in a mold, and freeze.
9. Remove from freezer, and leave in the fridge
before serving.
Bailey’s Irish Cream Ice Cream
1. Bring the cream and milk to a boil.
2. Put the egg yolks into a stainless steel bowl
and add the warm milk-cream mixture slowly
while whipping vigorously. After adding about
half, return the mixture to the saucepan and
reheat while stirring thoroughly until steam
becomes visible. The hotter the mixture gets, the
smoother the ice cream – but be careful, the mixture must not boil or it will curdle. Take it off the
heat.
3. Break the chocolate into small pieces, add it to
the hot mix, and leave for 10 minutes.
4. Whisk until smooth.
5. Add Bailey’s gradually.
6. Strain the mixture through a strainer.
7. Store in freezer.
Top the wild strawberry parfait with chocolate
garnish and a mint leaf. Add a scoop of Bailey's
ice cream and fresh or marinated strawberries to
plate before serving.

events

Annar Follesø and Christian
Ihle Hadland
Acclaimed Norwegian violinist
Annar Follesø in a concert celebrating
the
Centennial
of
Norwegian independence, with a

program of music by Norwegian
and Swedish composers working
at the time of the independence
movement.
BOSTON: May 29, Scandinavian
Living Center.
MINNEAPOLIS:
May
31,
Mindekirken.
NEW YORK: June 2, 7.3O pm,
Scandinavia House.
Leif Ove Andsnes
The renowned pianist in concert.
NEW YORK: May 4, 6, 9 and 13,
Carnegie Hall.
CLEVELAND, OH: May 19 - 21, 8
pm. May 22, 3 pm. Severance
Hall.
Aage Kvalbein
The Norwegian
cellist gives a
concert at the
Norwegian
Ambassador's
residence as a
part of the
“Embassy
Series”
concerts. He also performs in New
York at the Norwegian Seamen's
Church.
NEW YORK: May 23, The
Norwegian Seamen's Church.
WASHINGTON, D.C.: May 25,
Ambassador's residence, Royal
Norwegian Embassy.

midwest
music
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Sissel Kyrkjebø
Sissel
and
the
Mormon
Tabernacle Choir in a special concert celebrating the Norwegian
Centennial Anniversary. The concert will be broadcast on TV and
radio in the program “Music and
Spoken Words.”
SALT LAKE CITY, UT: May 1,
LDS Conference Center.

Sigurd Øgaard in Recital
The organist plays music by Bach,
Saint-Saëns, Max Reger and
Norwegian composers.
MINNEAPOLIS: May 13, 7.30
pm, Central Lutheran Church.

da Silva Lien, Ragnhild Steig
Svenningsen and Jan V. Sæther.
NEW YORK: May 12, 6-8 pm,
opening reception, May 9 September 2, exhibit at the
Norwegian Seamen's Church.

seminars

Centennial of the Nobel Prize
The exhibit "Cultures of Creativity:
Individuals and Milieus," was created by the Nobel Foundation on
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Nobel Prize in 2001. It
shows the works of laureates from
different fields, nations and
decades.
NEW YORK: Through May 30,
New York Hall of Science.

Norway’s Political Climate
Norwegian Minister of Labor and
Social affairs, Dagfinn Høybråten,
gives a speech on the current
political situation in Norway prior
to the upcoming election. He will
also attend an opening of a new
exhibition at Vesterheim Museum.
MINNEAPOLIS: May 20
DECORAH, IA: May 21, Vesterheim Museum
Centennial Lecture
Pastor Dale at Mindekirken gives
a lecture on the dissolution of the
union between Norway and
Sweden.
MINNEAPOLIS: May 24, 12
noon, Mindekirken.

east coast
music
Henning Kraggerud and the
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
The
violinist
teams up with
Tr i n i d a d i a n Canadian conductor Kwamé
Ryan to perform
Grieg:
Holberg Suite,
Mozart: Violin
Concerto No. 5,
"Turkish,"
and
Beethoven:
Symphony No. 1.
NORTH BETHESDA, MD: May 5,
8 pm, Strathmore Music Center.
BALTIMORE, MD: May 6-8,
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall.
Nordic Voices
6-voice a cappella ensemble
blends the solo and the unified,
the analytical and the affectionate
with a vast repertoire ranging from
medieval to new music.
NEW YORK: June 6, 7.30 pm,
Scandinavian House.
Garrison Keillor presents a
Norwegian Centennial edition
of "A Prairie Home Companion"
Featuring Mari Silje and Håkon A.
Samuelson.
VIENNA, VA: May 27 and 28,
Wolf Trap.

art
"NØRWÅY” Nationality-Identity
Centennial Anniversary exhibit
with Michael O´Donnell, Sigmund

south west
music
Per Brevig and East Texas
Symphony Orchestra
Per Brevig conducts East Texas
Symphony Orchestra while Tyler
Civic Ballet perform familiar ballet
classics, whimsical suites, and the
devious antics of Captain Hook
from Peter Pan.
TYLER, TX: May 21, 7pm, R. Don
Cowan Fine and Performing Arts
Center, University of Texas.
Norwegian Gala and Concert
Virtuosi of Houston hosts a fundraising gala dinner and concert.
Ambassador Vollebæk attends.
Norwegian violinist Arve Tellefsen
receives award.
HOUSTON: May 21, Hotel
Intercontinental.

Breakable Art
Exhibition of
contemporary
glass
and
ceramics from
Norway.
NEW YORK:
June 7 - August
26, Scandinavia House.

canada
film
Sprockets Toronto International
Film Festival for Children
Showing two Norwegian films:
"The Color of Milk" and "Bob the
Builder and Friends." New this
year is the Nordic Passport, in
which kids can collect stamps on a
"Nordic Passport." After five
Nordic films a surprise awaits.
TORONTO: April 29 - May 8

film
World Indigenous Film
Two Norwegian films presented
by their directors: "The Pathfinder"
and "The Minister of State."
WASHINGTON D.C/NEW YORK:
"The Pathfinder" - May 14, 6.30
pm, May 21, 6 pm, "The Minister
of State" - May 18, 5.30 pm.
Screenings will be held at multiple
venues throughout D.C. and New
York.

theater
"Hedda Gabler"
Yanna McIntosh plays
Hedda in Ibsen’s play,
adapted by Judith
Thompson, directed
by Ross Manson.
TORONTO: May 24 Jun 12, Volcano
Theatre.

west coast
festival
Norway Day Festival
An expected 5000
visitors make it
the
largest
N o r w e g i a n
Festival in the
U.S, and includes
Norway
Day
5k/10k run & walk
- a run for arctic
awareness. norwayday.org
SAN FRANCISCO: May 6-8,
Crissy Field.

theater
Ibsen's "A Doll's House"
A young woman's epiphany leads
to a revolution of feminist thought
as the sound of the famous "door
slam heard around the world" in
this powerful drama of debt, disgrace and deceit.
CORVALLIS, OR: May 12-14, 1921, 7.30 pm, Withycombe
Mainstage Theatre, Oregon State
University.
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music
Northern Voices Choral Festival
Concerts with Det Norske
Solistkor and Nordic Voices
TORONTO: June 3 - 12

constitution day, may 17
PHOTO: KRISTOFFER RØNNEBERG

on tour
music

for may 17 events in your area
and a full and updated calendar of events please visit:
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cover photo

At the White House, President Bush and King Harald
talked about Iraq and democratization, as well as how
the King in his childhood lived at the White House for a
few months during World War II. Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Jan Petersen, and U.S. Secretary of Education,
Margaret Spellings at the back.
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story on page 3

RIGHT: Jerry Gerold, last survivor of the American Navy crew on the
SS Henry Bacon, was honored by Major General Jan Blom and the
Royal Norwegian Navy for his role in saving 19 Norwegian refugees
during World War II.
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BOTTOM RIGHT: “I’ve never met someone that powerful,” Dennis
Sanchez said about King Harald, after the King and Queen looked at
his and Irene Quinonez’s sixth-grade project at Thomson Elementary
School in Washington, D.C.
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BELOW: Dancers from the Norwegian National Ballet stretch their
legs at the Dance Salad Festival in Houston.
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